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ORDINANCE WO, 1103

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS,

REGULATING AND ESTABLISHING A LICENSE FEE FOR

COIN=-OPERATED AMUSEMENT MACHINES AND COIN-

OPERATED AMUSEMENT ESTABLISHMENTS; PROHIBITING

THE OPERATION OR DISPLAY THEREOF WITHOUT A v
LICENSE: PROHIBITING THE PLAYING OR OPERATION '

OF COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT MACHINES BY PERSONS - J
4 UNDER SEVENTEEN (17) VYEBARS; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; N .
PROVIDING FOR REVOCATION OF LICENSE; PROVIDING A g
RIGHT AND MANNER OF APPEAL; PROVIDING CERTALN B

- DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; - )

™ PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ' -

- DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND DECLARING |

b AN EMERGENCY . i (.

e NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
ool CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS:
SECTION 1. It is hereby declared to be unlawful to own,
display or operate coin-operated amusement machines or apparatus - (i
in the City without a license issued by the City of Mesquite .
therefor.
] SECTION 2. It is hereby declared to be unlawful to own,
operate or maintain a coin-operated amusement establishment

7 in the City without a license issued by the City of Mesduite

: therefor.

o evee_.__ SPCTION 3. It shall be unlawful for any owner, operator 't O
or displayver of coin-operated amusement machines to allow any ~mm~w-fj’.;
person undexr the age of seventeen (17) years to play or operate 'ﬁg'?
a coin-operated amaisement machine unless such minor is accom- o
panied by a parent or legal guardian. o

SECTION 4. License: Any person desiring to obtain a o- -

license for a coin-operated amusement machine may apply to the el

- Assessor Collector of Taxes of the City of Mesquite on a form fm+§
. to be furnished by the City showing the type of machine to be s
rﬂ. ' licensed, serial number, location, name of establishment and .

= name of the owner or person in control of such machine together fﬂ.g

. with the name and title of person making the application if o

s other than the owner. e A
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*J ORDINANCE/PAGE 2

Upon payment of the license fee the Assessor-Collector shall
issue a license which shall be valid for such machine for one
(1) year.

Any person desiring to obtain a license for a coin-operated
anusement establishment shall apply to the City Secretary by
original and five (5) copies, one of which shall be routed to
the City Manager, Chief of Police, Chief Building Inspector
and City Planner, for review,

W Upon approval by each of the parties and payment of the license
By fee, the City Secretary shall issue a license for such estab-
lishment, which shall be valid for one (1) year and shall be

P non-transferrable,

e The Chief of Police shall make his recommendation based upon

his investigation of the applicant's c¢haracter and conduct as

a law abiding person and shall consider past operations, if any,
convictions ¢f felonies and crimes involving moral *turpitude

and connections with criminal elements, taking into consideration
the attraction by such establishments of those of tender years.

The Chief Building Inspector and City Planner shall determine
compliance with applicable buildinhg and zoning ordinanceg of the
City.

When the City Manager has received the recommendations from the
Chief of Police, Chief Building Inspector and City Planner, he
shall review such application together with such recommendations
as may ke furnished and shall approve such application or

21 Ja

-~disapprove same with written notation of his reasons for dis-~
l approval,
;ﬁ Upon disapproval, the applicant may make such corrections as

-
t

noted and request approval, request withdrawal and refund of
license fee, or give notice of appeal from the City Manager's
decision.

%

In the event of appeal from the City Manager's decision the
applicant shall give written notice of his intention to appeal
within ten (10) days of notice of the City Manager's decision.

;-1 Such appeal shall be heard by the City Council within thirty (30)
'm-n" s e 1 St i S
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ORDINANCE/PAGE 3

days f£rom date of such notice unless a later date is agreed upon
by applicant,

Upon hearing the Council may reverse the decision of the City
Manager in whole or in part or may affirm such decision.

An applicant may appeal such decision to the District Court with-
in thirty (30) days but such appeal shall be upon the substantial
evidence rule.

For violation of any of the requirements of this ordinance, the
City Manager may upon three (3) days notice of Licensee revoke
the license granted hereunder. 'The same rights of appeal shall
exist upon revocation as upon disapproval of the original appli-
cation.

A person licensed hereundex, by acceptance of such license
avthorizes the City and its designated personnel to make inspec-
tion of the premises, facilities, manner of operation and
character of any employee.

The holder of a license¢ hereunder shall comply with all ordinances
and requirements of the City of Mesquite and all laws of the State
of Texas.

SECTION 5. There is hereby levied a license fee of Ten
Dollars ($10.00) fox each coin-operated amusement machine and a
license fee of One Hundred Dollars {($100.00) for each coin-
operated amusement establishment in the City,

U e i

exempt the owner or operator from the license fee of individual
machines or obediance to any other ordinance ©f the City of
Mesquite, including the prohibition of pool halls.

SECTION 6. Exceptions: This ordinance shall not apply to
any agency of the United States Government, State of Texas or
politiecal subdivision thereof,
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ORDINANCE/PAGE 4

any charitable organization operating or displaying such machines
in connection with charitable activities on premigses exempt from
payment of ad valorem taxes under State law because of such
charitable activities shall be exempt from the provisions of this
ordinance to such extent.

SECTION 7. Definitions: For the purpose of this ordinance
the following words and terms are defined as follows:

Coin-Operated Amusement Machine - Means a machine or apparatus
that may be plaved or operated by the insertion of a coin and on
which games or tests of gkill, chance or ability are played,
including pinball machineg, and any machine initiating games of
sport, shooting, or guiding objects or any machine designed for
amusement or relaxation, but not including machines for vending
food, drink and tobacco products, music playing or recording or
apparatus commonly known as kiddie rides,

coin-Operated Amusement Establishment - Means any business or
commercial establishment or other building or location wherein
three (3) or more coin-operated amusement machines are displayed.

SECTION 8., That should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision,
clauvge, phrase, section or provision of this ordinance be adjudged
or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same shall
not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or
provision hereof other than the part so decided to be unconstitu-
tional, illegal or invalid and shall not affect the wvalidity of
any other provision of the Code of the City of Mesgquite.

—~-~SECTION 9. That any person violating any of the provisions
of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and -apon
conviction in Corporation Court shall be subject to a f£ine not to
exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for each offense,

SECTICON 10. The fact that the City of Mesquite has no adegquate
ordinance requlating the operation of coin-operated machines or
establishments wherein such machines are located in the City creates
an urgency and an emergency and in the preservation of the public
health, safety and welfare of its citizens requires that this
ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage
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ORDINANCE /PAGE 5

and the publication of the caption as the law and charter in
such cases provide,

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of
Mesguite, Texas, on the 19  day of March . A.D., 1973.

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
S
o M XQ‘%
o . 1
. “J Norma G. McGaughy Eiland Archer
‘ City Secretary City Attorney
.
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