
ORDINANCE NO. 1103 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, T M A S ,  
REGULATING AND ESTABLISHENG A L I C E N S E  F E E  FOR 
COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT MACIILNES AND COIN- 
OPERATED AMUSEMENT ESTABLISHMENTS ; PROHIBITING 
THE OPERATION OR DISPLAY THEREOF WITHOUT A 
LICENSE: P R O H I B I T I N G  THE PLAYING OR OPERATION 
OF COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT MACHINES BY PERSONS 
UNDER SEVENTEEN ( 1 7 )  YEARS; PROVXDING EXCEPTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR REVOCATION OF L I C E N S E ;  PROVIDING A 
RXGHT AN5 MANNER OF APPEAL; PROVIDING CERTAIN 
DEFINITIONS ; PROVXDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE ; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
DoLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, B E  I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL O F  THE 
CITY O F  MESQUITE, T M A S :  

SECTION 1. It is hereby declared t o  be u n l a w f u l  to own, 
d i sp lay  o r  operate c o i n - o p e r a t e d  a m u s e m e n t  m a c h i n e s  o r  apparatus 
i n  the c i t y  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  issued by the  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  
therefor. 

SECTION 2 .  I t  is hereby declared  to be u n l a v r f u l  t.0 O W ,  

operate or m a i n t a i n  a coin-operated a m u s e m e n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
i n  the c i t y  w i t h o u t  a L i c e n s e  issued by the  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  
therefor. 

SECTION 3. ~t shiill be u n l a w f u l  f o r  any o w n e r ,  operator - 
o r  d i s p l a y e l -  of c o i n - o p e r a t e d  a m u s e m e n t  m a c h i n e s  to allow any ---~ 
person under the age of s e v e n t e e n  ( 1 7 )  y e a r s  t o  play or operate 
a coin-operated a m u s e m e n t  machine unless  such m i n o r  is  a c c o m -  
panied by a p a r e n t  or  l ega l  g u a r d i a n .  

SECTION 4. L i c e n s e :  A n y  person des i r i ng  t o  obtain a 
license for a c o i n - o p e r a t e d  a m u s e m e n t  m a c h i n e  may a p p l y  t o  the 
A s s e s s o r  C o l l e c t o r  of T a x e s  of the C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  on a form 
t o  be f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  C i t y  s h o w i n g  t h e  t y p e  of m a c h i n e  t o  be 
l i c e n s e d ,  ser ial  n u m b e r ,  locat ion,  n a m e  of e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 
name of t he  o w n e r  or p e r s o n  i n  control  of such m a c h i n e  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t he  name and t i t l e  of person m a k i n g  the appl ica t ion  if 
other than the o w n e r .  



Upon payment of t h e  l icense  f e e  t h e  Assessor-Collector s h a l l  
i s s u e  a  l i cense  which s h a l l  be v a l i d  f o r  such machine fo r  one 
(1) yea r .  

Any person d e s i r i n g  t o  obtain a l i c e n s e  f o r  a coin-operated 
amusement establishment s h a l l  apply t o  t h e  City Sec re t a ry  by 
o r i g i n a l  and f i v e  (5)  copies, one o f  which s h a l l  be routed  t o  
t h e  C i t y  Manager, Chief of Pol ice ,  Chief  Building Inspec tor  
and C i t y  Planner, fo r  review. 

Upon approval by each of  the p a r t i e s  and payment of t h e  l i c e n s e  
fee ,  t h e  City Secre tary  s h a l l  i s s u e  a License f o r  such estab- 
l ishment ,  which s h a l l  be  va l id  f o r  one  (1) year and s h a l l  be 
non-transferrable .  

T h e  Chief of Po l i ce  s h a l l  make h i s  recommendation based upon 
h i s  inves t iga t ion  of t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  cha rac te r  and conduct a s  
a  l a w  abiding pexson and s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  pas t  ope ra t ions ,  i f  any, 
convic t ions  of f e lon ies  and cr imes involv ing  moral t u r p i t u d e  
and connections wi th  criminal elements,  taking i n t o  cons idera t ion  
t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  by such establ ishments  o f  those of  t ende r  years.  

The Chief Building Inspector and C i t y  Planner s h a l l  determine 
compliance with appl icable  bu i ld ing  and zoning ordinances of t h e  
Ci ty .  

;< 
. , 1 When t h e  c i t y  Manager has  received t h e  recommendations from t h e  
.' I Chief o f  Police,  Chief Building I n s p e c t o r  and City Planner ,  he 

. 1 s h a l l  review such appl icat ion t o g e t h e r  wi th  such recommendations 
a s  may be  furnished and s h a l l  approve such  app l i ca t ion  or 

sr ... . , . .d i  sapprove same with wr i t ten  n o t a t i o n  of h i s  reasons fox dis -  
;pl .., I approval.  -.., 
i 4 Upon disapproval ,  t h e  appl icant  may m a k e  such c o r r e c t i o n s  as 

;1 noted and reques t  approval, r e q u e s t  withdrawal and refund of . . 
.+I l i c e n s e  fee,  or  give not ice  of a p p e s l  from the Ci ty  Manager's 

I d ec i s ion .  
q 

In t h e  event of appeal from t h e  c i t v  Manaqer's dec i s ion  the  
app l i can t  . sha l l  G;e wri t ten  n o t i c e - o f  h i s  in t en t ion  t o  appeal 

1 wi th in  t en  (10) days of not ice  o f  t h e  C i t y  Manager's dec is ion .  
:A Such appeal s h a l l  b e  heard by t h e  C i t y  Council w i th in  t h i r t y  (30) 



.. . , . . . . .. , . . * . 
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days from da te  of such n o t i c e  unless  a l a t e r  d a t e  i s  agreed upon 
b y  appl icant .  

Upon hearing the Counci l  may reve r se  t h e  dec i s ion  of t h e  C i t y  
Manager i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  o r  may a f f i rm such decis ion.  

An appl icant  may appeal  such dec i s ion  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court with-  

I in  t h i r t y  (30) days b u t  such appeal s h a l l  be upon the  s u b s t a n t i a l  
i evidence r u l e .  

For v i o l a t i o n  of any o f  t h e  requirements  of  t h i s  ordinance, t h e  
City Manager may upon t h r e e  (3) days n o t i c e  o f  Licensee revoke  

'.. t h e  l i cense  granted hereunder. The same r i g h t s  of appeal s h a l l  
e x i s t  upon revocation a s  upon d isapproval  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  a p p l i -  

A person l icensed hereunder ,  by acceptance of  such l i cense  
authorizes t h e  C i t y  and i t s  designated personnel to  make inspec-  
t i o n  of t h e  premises, f a c i l i t i e s ,  manner o f  opera t ion  and 
character  o f  any employee. 

The holder of a license hereunder s h a l l  comply with a l l  ord inances  
and requirements o f  t h e  C i t y  of  Mesquite and a l l  laws of the S t a t e  
st Texas. 

SECTION 5. There is hereby l e v i e d  a l i c e n s e  f ee  o f  Ten 
Dollars ($10.00) f o r  each coin-operated amusemnt machine and a 
l i cense  fee o f  One Hundred Dol l a r s  ($100.00) f o r  each coin- 
operated amusement es tab l i shment  in  t h e  City.  

~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ 
. ~~~ - ~. ~. ~ ~~ 

The l i cense  of  a coin-operated amusement establ ishment  s h a l l  n o t  
exempt the  owner o r  ope ra to r  from the  l i c e n s e  f e e  of  i n d i v i d u a l  
machines ox obediance t o  any o t h e r  ordinance o f  the  Ci ty  of  

. . Mesquite, including t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  pool h a l l s .  

SECTION 6. Except ions:  This  ordinance s h a l l  n o t  apply t o  
--h - - any agency of  the Uni ted  S t a t e s  Government, S t a t e  of Texas or 
$;.. . ;w p o l i t i c a l  subdivis ion t h e r e o f .  

.~ - .. .~.. .. . . .. . . . .~ ~ ~. 

L - 
.- 

~ ~ . . . .  . . . - . . . . . . ~  ..:. . .  ., .. . . , . .  .. . .~ -~ 



Any char i tab le  organizat ion operating o r  d isp laying  such machines 
i n  connection wi.th c h a r i t a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  on premises exempt from 
payment o f  ad valorem taxes under S t a t e  l a w  because of such  
char i tab le  a c t i v i t i e s  s h a l l  b e  exempt from t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  
ordinance t o  s u c h  extent.  

I SECTION 7 .  Definit ions: For the  purpose of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  
t h e  following words and terms a r e  defined a s  follows: 

Coin-Operated Amusement Machine - Means a machine o r  a p p a r a t u s  
t h a t  may be played o r  operated by the i n s e r t i o n  of a co in  and on 
which games or  tests of s k i l l ,  chance o r  a b i l i t y  a r e  p layed ,  
including p i n b a l l  machines, and any machine i n i t i a t i n g  games of 
spor t ,  shooting, or  guiding objec ts  or  any machine des igned  f o r  
amusement o r  r e l axa t ion ,  but  not  including machines f o r  vending 
food. drink and tobacco products,  muslc p lay ing  o r  r e c o r d i n g  or 
apparatus commonly known a s  k iddie  r i d e s .  

Coin-Operated Amusement Establishment - Means any b u s i n e s s  o r  
commercial establishment o r  o t h e r  bui lding or  l o c a t i o n  where in  
thxee ( 3 )  o r  more coin-operated amusement machines a r e  d i s p l a y e d .  

SECTION 8. That should any paragraph, sentence,  s u b d i v i s i o n ,  
clause,  phrase, s e c t l o n  o r  provis ion of t h i s  ordinance be  adjudged 
o r  held t o  be uncons t i tu t iona l ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  i nva l id ,  t h e  same s h a l l  
not  a f f e c t  the v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  ordinance a s  a whole o r  any part o r  
provision hereof o the r  than t h e  p a r t  so  decided t o  be u n c o n s t i t u -  
t i ona l ,  i l l e g a l  or inval id and s h a l l  no t  a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of 
any o ther  provis ion  o f  the  Code o f  the  C i t y  o f  Mesquite. 

-- -SECTION 9. That  any person v io la t ing  any o f  the p r o v i s i o n s  
of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed gu i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor and  . ~ p o n  
conviction i n  Corporation Court sha l l  be sub jec t  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  
exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) f o r  each o f fense .  

I SECTION 10. The f ac t  t h a t  t h e  City o f  Mesquite h a s  no adequa te  
... . *;. ordinance regulaeing the opera t ion  of coin-operated machines or -- 

establishments wherein such machines a re  loca ted  i n  the  C i t y  c r e a t e s  
P; 

an urgency and an emergency and i n  the  preser-rat ion o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l@ i .mi I . : . . ,  . 
heal th ,  sa fe ty  and welfare of i t s  c i t i z e n s  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  this 
ordinance sha l l  t a k e  e f fec t  immediately from and a f t e r  i t s  p a s s a g e  .--pF" 

. . .  .. 
. . . . . . . .  
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such I: 

1 

.~ . N o r m a  G. M C G ~ U ~ ~  / / 
... 
: ., 

C i t y  

a n d  the publ icat ion of the caption as t h e  l a w  a n d  char ter  i n  
z a s e s  provide. 

3ULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the  C i t y  Council of the  City of 

C i Mesqui te ,  T e x a s ,  on t h e  1 9  day of M a x c h  , A.D., 1973. 

ATTEST : 

M a y o r  

APPROVED A S  TO FORM: 

E i l a n d  A r c h e r  
Secretat-$ I /  C i t y  A t t o r n e y  




