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ORDINANCE NO. 1043 

AN ORDINANCE O F  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMEND- 
ING CHAPTER 13, OF THE CODE OF THE crm OF MESQUITE; 
BY PROVIDING FOR TIiE REPEAL OF SECTION 9.01; PROVID- 
ING CERTAIN DEE'INITIONS ; PROVIDING FOR THE C L A S S I F I -  
CATIONS OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AND ESTABLISHING 
REGULATIONS FOR EACH CLASS; PROVIDING FOR A NON- 
CONFORMING USE; PROVIDING FOR A VARIANCE I N  CASE 0 %  
EIAFDSHIP; PROHIBITING THE PARKING OF MOBILE HOMES 
OTHER THAN I N  APPROVED MOBILE HOME PARK; P R O H I B I T I N G  
THE OCCUPANCY OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES: PROVIDING A 
S E V E R A B I L I W  CLAUSE: PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL O F  ALL 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO THE EXTENT OF SUCH CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
WLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE: AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. That Chapter 13, of t h e  Code o f  t h e  C i t y  of  
Mesquite, is hereby amended as follows, i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  
t o  remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  

A. That Sec t ion  9.01, "Mobile Home Parking ReguLations" 
is hereby repea led .  

That t h e  folLowing regula t ions  and requirements r e l a t i n g  
to mobile homes, t r a i l e r  houses, t r a v e l  t r a i l e r s ,  campers, 
motor homes and r e c r e a t i o n a l  vehic les  a re  hereby es t ab l i shed :  

1. Def in i t ions :  Fox the purpose o f  t h i s  ord inance  
t h e  following d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  adopted: 

.-- ................ - 
Mobile Home - A vehicular ,  po r t ab le  s t r u c t u r e  
capable o f  being t ranspor ted  over  t h e  highways, 
and conta in ing  s l eep ing  accomodations and 
exceeding e i g h t  (8) f e e t  i n  width or twenty-two fit I . . I 
( 2 2 )  f e e t  i n  l eng th .  Such term may b e  used 
i?stercliangably wi th  the term, " t r a i l e r  house".  



Recreat ional  Vehicle - A vehicular,  p o r t a b l e  
s t r u c t u r e  designed t o  be transported over  t h e  
highways and containing l i v i n g  or s l eep ing  
accomodations, such s t r u c t u r e  being designed 
and ac tua l ly  used as a temporary dwelling 
during t r a v e l  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  and p leaus re  
purposes, and no t  exceeding e ight  ( 8 )  f e e t  
i n  width and not exceeding twenty-two (22) 
f e e t  in length.  Any por tab le ,  vehicular 
s t r u c t u r e  with l i v i n g  or sleeping accomodations 
i n  excess  of the length  and width here in ,  
r ega rd le s s  o f  the  design and the  use the reo f ,  f o r  
the  purpose of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  b e  c l a s s e d  a s  
a mobile home. The t e r m  "Recreational Vehicle"  
may include the  terms " t r a v e l  t r a i l e r " ,  "camper", 
"motor home". or  any o t h e r  t e r m  given such v e h i c l e  
i f  same i s  withln the  d e f i n i t i o n  here in .  

In o r d e r  to  e f f e c t  the  i n t e n t  of  t h i s  ord inance  t h e  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of Recreational Vehicle is f u r t h e r  
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  Class  I Recreational Vehic le  and 
Class  I1 Recreational Vehicle: 

(a)  Class  I Recreational vehic le  - A r e c r e a t i o n a l  
vehic le  is defined h e r e i n  but not i n  excess  
of f i f t e e n  (15)  f e e t  i n  length, inc luding  
campers designed for t ranspor ta t ion  on a 
pickup truck if no t  i n  excess of such  l eng th .  

(b) Class  I S  Recreational Vehicle - A r e c r e a t i o n a l  
vehic le  a s  def ined  h e r e i n  b u t  exceeding f i f t e e n  
(15) f e e t  i n  length.  

Length - That dis tance from end to end of t h e  axea 
devoted t o  i iv ing  and s t o r a g e  space. 

2. Mobile t1omes Prohibited: It sha l l  be ilnlawful t o  p lace ,  .--~----T+ 
park or maintain any mobile home, as de f ined  h e r e i n ,  on 
any s t r e e t ,  a l l ey ,  l o t ,  t r a c t  o r  parcel  o f  land i n  t h e  . .  . . .  
City f o r  a period i n  excess of twenty-four hours, except  ' ' ' ! ..mTz.- ,,:..; .... 

. . in  a W i l e  home park or authorized mobile home storage . 
area a s  authorized and permit ted under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 
The Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. 

~. . ~... -? . . .. .:-,- ~~ . .  . .. ~ 
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3. Recreational Vehicles s h a l l  be allowed under t h e  follow- 

t-: 
i n g  conditions: 

( a )  Class  I Recreational Vehicle - A Class  I 
Recreational Vehicle may be parked i n  the  
driveway o r  in  f r o n t  of  the bui ld ing  l i n e  
b u t  must not  block t h e  sidewalk area .  

(b) Class  I1 Recreational Vehicle - A Class 11 
Recreational Vehicle may be parked behind 
the setback o r  bui ld ing  l i n e  and no t  within 
f i v e  ( 5 )  f e e t  of any main building, and not 
otherwise.  

4. Over Length Vehicles - Non-Conforming Status:  Any 
recrea t ional  vehicle  owned by a r e s iden t  of t h e  C i t y  and 
i n  the Ci ty  a t  t h e  time of passage o f  t h i s  ordinance, 
such vehicle  otherwise being within the d e f i n i t i o n  of a 
recrea t ional  vehic le  he re in  except for t he  permitted 
lenath. mav be continued as a leqal  non-conforming u s e  - - - - . 
as to t h e  excess length. 

To obtain such permitted non-conforming s t a t u s ,  t h e  owner 
must r e g i s t e r  t h e  vehicle  with the  Off ice  of the  Chief 
Building Inspector within ninety (90) days a f t e r  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  da te  of t h i s  ordinance. 

A t  such time as the  c u r r e n t  owner s h a l l  dispose o f  t h e  
non-confoxming vehicle  or move from t h e  C i t y  or  discon- 
t i nue  t h e  keeping of such vehicle in t h e  City f o r  a period 
of s i x  months, such non-conforming use s h a l l  cease.  

5. Hardship - Variance: An Owner of an over  length u n i t  i n  
excess of permitted Length not e n t i t l e d  t o  non-conforming 
s t a t u s  may make appl ica t ion  t o  the  Board o f  Adjustment 
for non-conforming s t a t u s  as in  o ther  cases;  provided, .... 
however, t h a t  any variance granted on t h e  b a s i s  of hard- 
s h i p  s h a l l  be l imited to  one (1) year.  

6. Occupancy prohibited: Recreational vehic les  and mobile 
homes s h a l l  not be occupied while in t h e  City and s h a l l  
not be connected to  publ ic  o r  pr iva te  u t i l i t i e s  except  
wher. located i n  an approved mobile home park. ... .... 
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SECTION 2. That should any paragraph, sentence ,  subd iv i s ion ,  
c lause ,  phrase ,  o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  ordinance be  adjudged o r  he ld  
to be u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  i nva l id ,  t h e  same shall n o t  
a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  ordinance a s  a  whole, o r  any p a r t  o r  
p r o v i s i o n  h e r e o f  o t h e r  than t h e  p a r t  so  decided t o  b e  i n v a l i d ,  
i l l e g a l ,  or  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  the v a l i d i t y  o f  
t h e  o rd inance  a s  a  whole. 

SECTION 3. That  a l l  former ordinances o r  p a r t s  o f  ord inances  
the reo f  which may c o n f l i c t ,  o r  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  provis ions  
o f  t h i s  ord inance ,  o r  o f  t h e  Code of the  C i t y  o f  Mesquite,  a re  
hereby r e p e a l e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of  such c o n f l i c t ,  provided. however, 
t h a t  any p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Code of t h e  Ci ty  o f  Mesquite n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r epea led  shall remain i n  f u l l  fo rce  and e f f e c t  and i n  c a s e  of 
c o n f l i c t ,  s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  

SECTION 4. Any person, firm, 01: co rpora t ion  v i o l a t i n g  any of 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  o f  a  
misdemeanor and upon convic t ion  i n  t h e  Corporat ion Cour t  s h a l l  be 
s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed Wo Hundred D o l l a r s  ($200.00) .  for 
each o f f e n s e ,  and each and every day such v i o l a t i o n  cont inues  s h a l l  
c o n s t i t u t e  a s e p a r a t e  o f fense .  

SECTION 5. l'he f a c t  t h a t  present  ord inances  o f  t h e  City of 
Mesquite a r e  inadequate  i n  r egu la t ing  t h e  s t o r a g e  and occupancy 
of mobile  homes and r e c r e a t i o n a l  vehic les ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  an urgency 
and an emergency f o r  t h e  preserva'tion of t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a t e t y  
and w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  and r equ i re s  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  
t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  its passage and the publica- 
t i o n  o£ t h e  cap t ion  o f  s a i d  ordinance, a s  t h e  law i n  s u c h  cases  
provides .  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the  C i ty  Council o f  t h e  City of 
Mesquite, Texas,  on t h e  5 ,A.D., 1972. 

-. -- . . . . . . .  .......... . .  . . .  aybr  Pro Tern 
ATTEST : A S  TO FORM: 

El land  Arche r  I 

C i t y  Sec re t a ry  C i t y  At to rney  


