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: -j A N  ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMEND- i k.. .... 

. I  
I ' 

I N G  CHAPTER FOUR OF THE CODE OF THZ C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE 
. . . .  .... B Y  PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING O F  ALL DOGS WITHIN THE 

. , CORPORATE L I M I T S  OF THE C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS; 
P R O H I B I T I N G  DOGS FROM RUNNING A T  LARGE W I T H I N  THE 
CORPORATE L I M I T S  OF S A I D  C I T Y ;  AUTHORIZING THE 
IMPOUNDING AND DESTRUCTION O F  DOGS; QUARANTINING OF 
EXPOSED ANIMALS ; REGULATING O F  V I C I O U S  DOGS ; REQUIR- 
I N G  A VACCINATION I N  ALL INSTANCES; SETTING A POUND 
F E E ;  PROHIBITING CRUELTY TO ANIMALS; PROVIDING 
CERTAIN DEFINITIONS:  REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES I N  
C O N F L I C T  HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO 
EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  : AND DECLARING ./ 8 

AN EMERGENCY. . . > *  

NOW, THEREFORE, B E  S T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL O F  THE 

' I C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS : 

t S E C T I O N  I. ...... , - 
I 

T h a t  C h a p t e r  F o u r  of t h e  C o d e  of the C i t y  of  M e s q u i t e  i s  a m e n d e d  
1 a s  f o l l o w s ,  i n  a l l  other respects t o  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r ce  and ef fec t :  ,. . 

,J 
( 1 )  License ,  V a c c i n a t i o n ,  and R e q i s t r a t i o n  R e q u i r e m e n t s :  

It sha l l  be u n l a w f u l  t o  o w n ,  harbor,  keep o r  ma in ta in  a dog over t h e  
age of three m o n t h s  i n  the  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e ,  u n l e s s  s u c h  dog is  
l icensed and vaccinated for rabies. D o g s  m u s t  be vaccinated a t  the  
age of three m o n t h s ,  revaccinated a t  t w e l v e  m o n t h s ,  a n d  annually 
thereafter. D o g  l i c ense s  s h a l l  be i s sued  by t h e  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  
upon p a y m e n t  of a L i c e n s e  fee of $1.00 fo r  each dog. B e f o r e  a dog 
l icense  w i l l  be i ssued,  the  o w n e r  of t h e  dog mus t  present  a eerti- 
f i c a t e  f r o m  a l ega l ly  l i c e n s e d  V e t e r i n a r i a n  showing t h e  name and 
address of o w n e r ,  desc r ip t ion  of the dog, t he  date of vaccination,  

.. ~ .. 
the  n u m b e r  of t he  rabies vacc ina t ion  t a g  and t he  ve te r ina r i ansha l l .  
have fu rn i shed  the o w n e r  of such  a n i m a l  a metal t ag ,  on one s i de  sf 
w h i c h  is  s t a m p e d  the w o r d s  " R a b i e s  V a c c i n e  A d m i n i s t e r e d "  o r  s i m i l a r  
phrase, and the  date  of v a c c i n a t i o n .  Said tag  a t  a l l  t i m e s  s h a l l  be 
s e c u r e l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  a co l l a r  around t h e  neck of the  a n i m a l  vacc ina ted .  !:::.'::, 
T h e  owner  sha l l  s t a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e  application is m a d e  fo r  s u c h  l i c e n s e  :': 

and upon forms fu rn i shed  f o r  s u c h  purpose, his n a m e  and address, and 
the n a m e .  breed, color ,  and sex of said dog. Said  l i c e n s e  shal l  be ..... 
good for  one calendar year  from the  date of t h e  l icense i s sued  by the 

!9 C i t y  of M e s q u i t e .  &! 

. . . .  (2 )  Taq and C o l l a r :  

U p o n  t he  p a y m e n t  of t h e  L i c e n s e  fee  the  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  s h a l l  
i s s u e  t o  the o w n e r  a l i c e n s e  a n d  a m e t a l l i c  t ag  f o r  each dog so  



. . - 
l i censed .  The t a g  s h a l l  have stamped thereon t h e  yea r  f o r  which * ,*: it was i s s u e d .  Every dog owner s h a l l  be requi red  t o  provide each 
dog with a  c o l l a r  f o r  t h e  t ag  t o  be cons t an t ly  worn. In case a  1. 
dog tag is Lost o r  destroyed,  a  dupl ica te  w i l l  be i ssued  by t h e  ! 
City  of Mesquite upon p resen ta t ion  of the  r e c e i p t  showing the  :.. 

payment o f  t h e  License f e e  fo r  the calendar year  and t h e  payment - 
of  a  $ .50 f e e  f o r  such dup l i ca t e .  W g  t a g s  s h a l l  n o t  be t r ans -  
f e r a b l e  from one dog to another  and no refund s h a l l  b e  made on 
any dog l i c e n s e  f e e  because of the death of  the  dog o r  t h e  owner 
leaving t h e  C i t y  b e f o r e  t h e  expirat ion of  t h e  l i c e n s e  period. 

I SECTION 11. 
i 

Any person who s h a l l  w i l f u l l y  take from any dog a  c o l l a r  o r  t a g  
s h a l l  be deemed g u i l t y  o f  a misdemeanor. 

SECTION 111. DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE PROHIBITED: 
, . 

It  s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  t h e  owner o r  harborer  o f  any dog t o  permit  
. . such dog t o  r u n  a t  l a r g e  wi th in  the City L imi t s  of  t h e  c i t y  of 

*.-. ,. . .. - Mesquite, u n l e s s  such dog b e  a t  a l l  times under c o n t r o l  o f  s a i d  
owner, a  m e m b e r  of s a i d  owner ' s  immediate family o r  s a i d  owner 's  i se rvan t  o r  agent ,  b y  means o f  a leash o r  cha in  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  

.~ :  s t r e n g t h  and Length t o  c o n t r o l  the ac t ions  of s a i d  dog. A t  a l l  
o t h e r  t imes s a i d  dog s h a l l  be confined t o  t h e  premises of s a i d  
owner by a s u b s t a n t i a l  f ence  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  and he ight  to 
prevent  s a i d  dog from escaping  therefrom, i n s i d e  of a bu i ld ing  o r  
secuxed on s a i d  premises  by a  leash c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  metal  chain of 
a u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  t o  p reven t  said dog from escaping from sa id  
premises when t h e  l e a s h  is  s t re tched  t o  f u l l  l ength .  

SECTION IV. CONFINEMENT OF CERTAIN DOGS: 
-.. , 

. . 

No dog of f i e r c e ,  dangerous,  o r  vicious p ropens i t i e s ,  whether 
l i censed  o r  n o t ,  s h a l l  b e  allowed i n  the  C i t y  of Mesquite, provided. 
however, t h a t  dogs used by law enforcement a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  approved 
by t h e  Po l i ce  Department a s  watch dogs f o r  bus iness  establJshments 
and secure ly  conf ined  t h e r e t o  s h a l l  not  be deemed w i t h i n  t h i s  
provis ion .  _ _  _____~__.. -. ----.- ....... . . .  ... . . - . . -  . . . . . . . . .  

SECTXON V .  
. 

NO female dog i n  h e a t  s h a l l  be allowed upon any s t r e e t ,  avenue, 
highway, a l l e y ,  s idewalk,  parkway, park o r  any pub l i c  p l a c e  wi th in  . 
t h e  C i ty  of  Mesquite.  
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. f l  
SECTION VI . IMPOUNDMENT AND REDEMPTION : .I p::: ... . . . . . . . .  - , , ... .,..;..I ~ t :  s h a l l  be t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Health Of f ice r ,  t h e  Chief of 

i p o l i c e ,  o r  any p o l i c e  or h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  t o  cause  to  be taken up 
;:.; ' 

...., 1 or impounded a l l  an imals  o f  t h e  dog k ind  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  terms 
o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  Any person owning any dog impounded under t h e  
t e r m s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  allowed t o  t ake  such  dog from t h e  

i 

1. : 
p l a c e  where impounded upon t h e  fo l lowing cond i t ions :  

. . . . 1 

(1) Upon t h e  payment o f  an impound f e e  of t h e  sum o f  $ 1  .OO 
f o r  each day or f r a c t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  a  day t h e  s a i d  dog 
h a s  been impounded, s a i d  f e e  t o  be  paid  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesquite.  

I 

( 2 )  I f  t h e  owner t h e r e o f  does n o t  have a  c e r t i f i c a t e  showing 
. . ....... t h a t  s a i d  dog h a s  been vacc ina ted  wi th in  t h e  c a l e n d a r  

.. , . y e a r ,  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  dog can b e  redeemed b y  t h e  owner only 
. . a f t e r  t h e  s a i d  dog has  been vacc ina ted  by a  l i c e n s e d  

> 1 v e t e r i n a r i a n  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  thereof f u r n i s h e d .  

( 3 )  That  t h e  owner t h e r e o f  must s e c u r e  a  license t a g  f o r  
7 such dog a s  p rov ided  h e r e i n .  

I f  owner has n o t  redeemed such impounded dog w i t h i n  t h r e e d a y s  
from its c a p t u r e  and impoundment t h e  dog may be g i v e n  to  a  new 
owner or d e s t r o y e d  humanely. 

SECTION V I I  . BARKING OF DOGS : 

Any person  who s h a l l  ha rbor  o r  keep  O n  h i s  premises or i n  a r  about 
h i s  premises ,  or  p r e m i s e s  ur.der h i s  c o n t r o l ,  any dog o r  animal o f  
t h e  dog k ind ,  which,  by loud o r  unusual  barking o r  howl ing ,  s h a l l  

I .  
c a u s e  t h e  peaee  and q u i e t  o f  t h e  neighboxhood o r  t h e  occupan t s  o f  

' 1 a d j a c e n t  premises  t o  be d i s t u r b e d ,  s h a l l  be g u i l t y  o f  a  misdemeanor 
and,  upon c o n v i c t i o n ,  s h a l l  be f i n e d  no t  exceeding Two Hundred 

. * . -  ~. D o l l a r s  ' ($200.00) ,  and each and every  twenty-four h o u r s  t h a t  s a i d  
dog s h a l l  remain or be kep t  on any such premises s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  
a  s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e .  

, I  

SECTION V I I I .  R A B I E S  NOTICE: 

animal has  b i t t e n  any person,  t h e  owner of s a i d  L--.. -'* 
I.i)..l 
8 'R? dog or animal sh&i n o t i f y  t h e  c h i e f  o f  P o i i c e  o r  t h e  Heal th  O f f i c e r  il 

immediately,  and s u c h  dog o r  animal s h a l l  be conf ined i n  the  dog , . 
. I  .. 4 4.. pound f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  at l e a s t  ten  days,  and t.he owner s h a l l  pay e )F....,. ,- !.*,:A . 



. . . .  ~ 
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f e e  o f  $1.00 p e r  day for t h e  c a r e  of s a i d  dog o r  animal, o r  said !: I . " '  ., , 
...... dog o r  animal s h a l l  be confined a t  a v e t e r i n a r y  h o s p i t a l  fo r  the ,I;;:.:. : 

k-. ,. 
same period of t ime a t  t h e  expense o f  t h e  owner, o r  sa id  dog or . . ; ,  

animal s h a l l  be s e c u r e l y  confined by t y i n g  with a chain of good 
q u a l i t y  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  ten  days i n  s u c h  a place t h a t  no person 
or animal may be b i t t e n  by it, and t h e r e  h e l d  sub jec t  t o  inspect ion 
from time t o  t ime s o  a s  t o  be  ab le  t o  determine whether sa id  animal 
i s  a f f e c t e d  by r a b i e s .  No dog o r  an imal  h e l d  f o r  observation s h a l l  
be  re leased  from impoundment wi thout  t h e  au thor i za t ion  of  the  ch ie f  
o f  Pol ice  o r  the Heal th  O f f i c e r .  Any dog or animal suf fer ing  a 
b i t e  from a r a b i d  animal s h a l l  be q u a r a n t i n e d  i n  a ve ter inary  
establ ishment  a t  t h e  owners expense f o r  a per iod  o f  a t  l e a s t  n ine ty  
days before being r e l e a s e d ,  o r  s a i d  dog o r  animal s h a l l  be securely 
confined by t h e  owner by ty ing  wi th  a c h a i n  of  good q u a l i t y  for  a 
per iod  of a t  l e a s t  n i n e t y  days in  such  a p l a c e  t h a t  no person or 
animal may be b i t t e n  by i t ,  and t h e r e  h e l d  subjec t  t o  inspection 
from time t o  t ime s o  as t o  be ab le  t o  determine whether s a i d  animal 
i s  a f f e c t e d  by r a b i e s .  No dog o r  an imal  h e l d  f o r  observation s h a l l  
b e  re leased  wi thou t  t h e  au thor i za t ion  of t h e  Chief of Pol ice o r  t h e  
Heal th Of f i ce r .  

SECTION I X  . ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY : 

I n  add i t ion  t o  any a u t h o r i t y  de r ived  elsewhere,  appropriate  City 
personnel  inc luding  p o l i c e  and h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  expressly 
empowered and a u t h o r i z e d  t o  go upon p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  premises 
without  warrant  f o r  t h e  purpose of  enforcement o f  t h i s  ordinance 
and t h e  S t a t e  S t a t u t e s  and Texas Penal Code r e l a t i n g  t o  animals 
when necessary t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e  and sa fe ty  of the 
i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  C i t y  and p rese rve  the peace and q u i t e  thereof.  

.,. ' j  . When a dog is l e f t  unat tended f o r  more t h a n  seventy-two ( 7 2 )  hours 
: '1 and i n  t h e  opin ion  of  t h e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  designate  is 
. . .  . . s u f f e r i n g  from lack o f  food o r  water:  or such non-attendance 
. ., 

-. , ,C~J~§~ , ,~+ ;~$&B t o  bark  or howl sg~,.a*..&?. ,d.;istu+ the , , i~hab i t an t s  i n  
! t h e  area,  such dog may be picked up slid 'iripounded < n t i l ' k a l l e d  fd; ,' ! 

by t h e  owner. Provided,  however, t h a t  a dog impounded under these 
% ..... circumstances s h a l l  n o t  be disposed o f  w i t h i n  t h r e e  days a s  provided 
. : i n  Sec t ion  V I ,  b u t  s h a l l  be  h e l d  f o r  the owner fourteen (14) days. 

: Notice of impoundment s h a l l  b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  the  premises upon removal 
iiff;l ".>."" ' and w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  by United S t a t e s  m a i l  shall be  given a s  soon a s  . i, ...- -.. ..... 

, p r a c t i c a l .  . . . . .  . . + .  
. d .  

;.;*< , 
'I. .. I- . ...- ., : 

If no person s h a l l  c l a im such dog w i t h i n  fou r t een  (14) days, then 
I such animal s h a l l  be deemed abandoned a n d  m a y  be disposed of as m. * a  , . ., . 

. . . . .  
provided i n  Sec t ion  V I  h e r e i n .  -. 

. . .  . -3' ;-,- 
I 

%.,..< . . . . . . . . . .  . 
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SECTION X. DEFINITIONS AND PRESUMPTIONS:  
1 
! 

The term owner s h a l l  i n c l u d e  and i s  def ined  t o  mean a person  who 
owns, ha rbor s ,  keeps,  ma in ta ins  o r  e x e r c i s e s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a dog. 
Proof t h a t  a person is  i n  c o n t r o l  of  a premises where a dog is 
u s u a l l y  k e p t ,  harbored  o r  maintained s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a prima f a c i e  
presumption t h a t  such  pe r son  is t h e  owner of such dog, which 
presumption may b e  r e b u t t e d  a s  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s .  

( 2 )  Over t h e  Age of  Three  Months J 'I 

Any dog found a t  l a r g e  i n  t h e  C i ty  and n o t  wi th  i t s  dam s h a l l  be 
pr ima f a c i e  presumed t o  be over  t h e  age of  t h r e e  months, which 
presumption may be r e b u t t e d  a s  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s .  

( 3 )  F i e r c e ,  Dangerous o r  Vic ious  P r o p e n s i t i e s  I - 
Evidence t h a t  a dog h a s  a t t a c k e d  a person n e c e s s i t a t i n g  medical  
a t t e n t i o n  o r  t h a t  a dog is l a r g e  and s t r o n g  and has  a t tempted  t o  
harm a human be ing  s h a l l  b e  pe r suas ive  evidence t h a t  such dog is 
a dog of  f i e r c e ,  dangerous o r  v i c ious  p r o p e n s i t i e s .  

( 4 )  A t  Large 

A dog s h a l l  b e  deemed a t  l a r g e  when such  dog is n o t  conf ined  a s  
r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  wi thout  regard  t o  whether h e  is on 
p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  p rope r ty :  t h e  purpose of  t h i s  ord inance  be ing  
t h e  p reven t ion  o f  dogs be ing  allowed freedom to leave  t h e  owners 
confinement .  The f a c t  t h a t  a dog is on i ts  owner 's  p remises  may 
be cons idered  i n  m i t i g a t i o n  of pena l ty ,  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  be a defense .  

SECTION X I .  CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 
.. - . .  __, ....-.. . . . .  __ . . . . . . . .  . .  .----.-.--.-.-- 

Whoever o v e r d r i v e s ,  w i l f u l l y  over loads ,  d r i v e s  when over loaded ,  
overworks,  t o r t u r e s ,  t o rmen t s ,  dep r ives  of necessary sus t enance ,  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  o r  c r u e l l y  b e a t s ,  o r  need3.essly m u t i l a t e s  o r  k i l l s  
any  animal, o r  c a r r i e s  any animal i n  o r  upon any v e h i c l e ,  o r  
o t h e r w i s e ,  i n  a c r u e l  o r  inhumane manner, or causes  o r  p r o c u r e s  
t h e  same t o  be done, o r  who having t h e  cha rge  o r  custody o f  any 
an ima l  unnecessa r i ly  f a i l s  to provide it w i t h  proper food, d r i n k ,  
or c r u e l l y  abandons it, s h a l l  be f ined  n o t  exceeding TWO Hundred 
D o l l a r s .  A s  used i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  t h e  word "animal" i n c l u d e s  every 
l i v i n g  dumb c r e a t u r e ,  and t h e  words " t o r t u r e "  and c r u e l l y "  inc ludes  

............ - ........ 
....... --; ...-...-.. - . . 



e v e r y  a c t ,  o m i s s i o n  o r  n e g l e c t  whereby unnecessary or  u n j u s t i f i a b l e  
p a i n  o r  s u f f e r i n g  i s  zaused, pe rmi t t ed  o r  allowed t o  con t rnue  when 
t h e r e  is a  r e a s o n a b l e  remedy o r  r e l i e f .  . ;*. 

1 S E C T I O N  X I I .  MISDEMEANOR FOR VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS:  

" Any p e r s o n  v i o l a t i n g  any o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  ordinance  s h a l l  -. . , be deemed g u i l t y  o f  a  misdemeanor and upon convrction s h a l l  be 
f i n e d  n o t  more t h a n  Two Hundred D o l l a r s  ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  . Each and every 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  the p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  

i s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e .  Each and every day  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e p a r a t e  
v i o l a t i o n .  

- i S E C T I O N  X I I I .  CONFLICTS:  
i 

i All o r d i n a n c e s  or p a r t s  of  o r d i n a n c e s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  o r  i n  c o n f l i c t  
' w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be  and the  same a r e  

I I 
h e r e b y  r e p e a l e d  to  t h e  e x t e n t  of  s u c h  c o n f l l c t  o r  i n c o n s i s t e n c y .  

i 
1 S E C T I O N  X I V .  SEVERABILITY : 1 
' 1 T h a t  s h o u l d  any pa ragraph ,  sen tence ,  subdivis ion,  c l ause ,  phrase ,  

1 or s e c t i o n  of t h i s  o rd inance  be adjudged or held to  be u n c o n s t i -  
. t u t i o n a l ,  i l l e g a l ,  or i n v a l i d ,  the same s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  the 

v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  a s  a  whole o r  any pa r t  o r  p r o v i s i o n  
h e r e o f  o t h e r  than t h e  p a r t  s o  dec ided  to b e  invalid,  i l l e g a l ,  or 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  

SECTION XV . EMERGENCY : 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  now i n s u f f i c i e n t  or inadequate r e g u l a t i o n s  
g o v e r n i n g  v i c i o u s  and r a b i d  dogs i n  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite and the 
r e g u l a t i o n s  h e r e i n  a r e  needed f o r  the p r o t e c t i o n  of the  h e a l t h  of 
t h e  c i t i z e n s  of  Mesquite c r e a t e s  an urgency and an emergency f o r  
t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and w e l f a r e  and 
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from 
a n d  a f t e r  its p a s s a g e  and p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  t h e  law in  such c a s e s  
p r o v i d e s .  



. . 

ORDINANCE/PAGE 7 

DULY PASSED by the C i t y  c o u n c i l  of the C i t y  of Mesquite, 
T e x a s ,  on the 7 day of - , A . D . ,  1 9 7 2 .  Febrila:.~ 

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

C i t y  A t t o r n e y  
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