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ORDINANCE NO. 994 . , 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, REPEALING ORDI- 
NANCE 952; ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING WRECKER 
SERVICE I N  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE; ESTABLISHING AND DESIGNAT- 
I N G  WRECKER SERVICE DISTRICT; PROVIDING STANDARDS AND 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR WRECKER SERVICE OPERATORS; PROVIDING 
FOR APPROVAL OF EMPLOYEES BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT; ESTABLISH- 
I N G  RATES FOR WRECKER SERVICE AND STORAGE; DESIGNATING 
THE WRECKER SERVICE OPERATORS FOR EACH DISTRICT AN0 PROVIDING 
THAT APPLICATIONS SHALL AGAIN BE CONSIDERED AFTER ONE YEAR; 
PROVIDING FOR REVOCATION FOR VIOLATION OF THE TERMS HEREOF: 
PROHIBITING PERSONS OTHER THAN AUTHORIZED WRECKER SERVICE 
OPERATORS FROM RESPONDING TO POLICE WRECKER CALLS AN0 PRO- 
VIDING EXCEPTIONS I N  CASE OF EMERGENCIES; BY PROVIDING A 
SEYERABILITY CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO 
EXCEED,.TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

1 
WHEREAS, the C i t y  Council has found i t  necessary t o  the health, 

wel fare and pub l ic  safety of the inhab i tan ts  o f  the  C i t y  t o  ob ta in  
'-. .. dependable and adequate wrecker se rv i ce  f o r  the City a t  compet i t ive 

ra tes ;  and 
. ,I 

. J  

WHEREAS, i t  i s  necessary t h a t  those engaged i n  prov id ing wrecker 
serv ice  meet c e r t a i n  minimum standards; and 

,.. ,. - .... ... 
WHEREAS, i n  order  t o  obta in  prompt se rv i ce  and a v o i d  confusion, 

.... i t  i s  necessary t o  es tab l ish  d i s t r i c t s  and t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a wrecker 
serv ice  operator main ta in  an o f f i c e  and se rv i ce  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  
be serviced; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

. . SECTION 1. That ordinance 952 d u l y  passed by t h e  C i t y  Council 
o f  th-esquite on the  7 t h  day o f  June 1971 i s  hereby repealed. 

SECTION 2 .  There i s  hereby es tab l fshed a procedure for obtain ing 
wrecker serv ice i n  the  City o f  Mesquite as fo l l ows :  

. .  ... . ~. - 
' .  ..- ~~ ~ - .  ~ - 

A. D j s t r i c t s :  For the purpose o f  t h i s  Ordinance t h e  City of Mesquite 
i s  d iv ided i n t o  two d i s t r i c t s  desfgnated as fo l lows:  

(1)  North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That area o f  the  City North 
o f  a l i n e  beginning a t  the  West C i t y  L i m i t s  and the . . 
South r ight-of-way l i n e  of Highway 80 and extending ... along the r ight-of-way of s a i d  Highway 80 t o  t h e  East - 
City  L imi ts ,  inc lud ing t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  any i n t e r s e c t i n g  

; ,  :;.I s t reets  w i t h i n  such area i s  designated the Nor th  Mesquite 
D i s t r i c t .  
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............ (2) south Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That area South o f  t h e  s a i d  , . K Z . ~ ~  

South r ight-of-way l i n e  o f  Highway 80 as it extends from 
the West C i t y  L imi ts  t o  t h e  East  C t t y  L i m i t s  i s  designated 
South Mesquite D i s t r i c t .  

0. Rates: Wrecker Service operators  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  C i t y  t o  respond 
t o  b l i e ~ r e c k e r  c a l l s  sha l l  be au tho r i zed  t o  charge t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r a t e s  
f o r  the towing and storage o f  motor v e h i c l e s .  Any charge no t  here in  
l i s t e d  shal l  be a reasonable charge c o n s i d e r i n g  the  t ime, e f f o r t  and 
equipment inc luded. 

Standard Pick-up & Tow $12.50 

Accident Pick-up & Tow 15.00 

Addi t ional  Services 
Each A d d i t i o n a l  hook-up 
Use Do l leys  

, 1 Heavy Duty Wrecker Service 25.00 

! Storage Fee: 
Outside 
Inside 

! 
I (1 ) Heavy Duty  Wrecker Serv ice  s h a l l  be where t h e  se rv i ce  

performed requires a v e h i c l e  r a t e d  a t  a minimum o f  1 4  
tons and equlpped S l t h  a winch r a t e d  a t  a minimum o f  12 

I tons. 

(2 )  Heavy Duty Wrecker Serv ice  f e e  s h a l l  be $25.00 pe r  hour 
o r  any p o r t i o n  thereof, and a minimum charge o f  one hour 
s h a l l  bq'made. 

(3) Storage f e e  sha l l  mean t h e  r a t e  charged f o r  s t o r i n g  any 
veh ic le  n o t  using more space t h a n  a passenger v e h i c l e  o r  
l l g h t  d u t y  t ruck would use. 

(4)  Storage charges s h a l l  beg in  a t  12:OO (Midnight)  a f t e r  such 
pick-up, and no storage charges s h a l l  be imposed on t h e  
date o f  pick-up, A f t e r  t h e  day o f  pick-up, any p o r t i o n  
o f  a day s h a l l  be considered a chargeable day. 

I / (5) Other storage rates - The wrecker s e r v i c e  opera to r  w i l . U e  .... -.~-i....~ ....... .................. 
guided by Section B hereof  f o r  o t h e r  s torage r a t e s .  

The C i t y  sha l l  i n  no event be respons ib le  f a r  towing o r  stocage charges 1 o r  re la ted  se rv l ces  performed pursuant  t o  t h l s  Ordinance. 

.,.I The l i e n  a r i s i n g  f rom towing- and s torage charges under t h i s  Ordinance 
s h a l l  be l l m i t e d  t o  the  vehic le and a c t u a l  attachments and accessories 

I and s h a l l  no t  . . . . . . . . . . . .  &,tach t o  personal e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  veh ic le ,  : . ........................ . ~ . .  

-i ~ L I  , . ..z- 
b'l 



~ ~ . : 6  
( 2 )  South Mesquite Di s t r l c t  - That area South of the safd 

South rlght-of-way l lne  of Highway 80 as  I t  extends Prom 

. ,?  1 the West City Limlts t o  the East City Llmits I s  deslgnated 
South Mesqul t e  D i s t r i c t .  

8. Rates: Wrecker Service operators authorized by t h e  City t o  respond 
t o  &lice Wrecker ca l l s  shal l  be authorized t o  charge t h e  following r a t e s  
for the towing and storage of motor vehicles. AIW charge not herein 
l i s t e d  shal l  be a reasonable charge considering the  tlme, e f f o r t  and 
equipment Included. 

Standard Pick-up & Tow $12.50 

Accident Pick-up & Tow 15.60 

Addi t lonal  Services 
Each Additional hook-up 
Use Dolleys 

Heavy Duty Wrecker Service 25.00 

Storage Fee: 
Outslde 
Inside 

1.00 (per day 
2.50 (per  day 1 

(1) Heavy Duty Wrecker Service shal l  be where the service 
performed requires a vehlcle rated a t  a mlnlmum of 1% 
tons and equipped uji t h  a winch r a t ed  a t  a mlnlmum of 12 
tons. 

(2) Heavy Duty Wrecker Servlce fee s h a l l  be $25.00 per hour 
o r  any portlon thereof ,  and a minimum charge of one hour 
shal l  bq'made. 

( 3 )  Storage fee shal l  mean the r a t e  charged f o r  s tor lng  any 
vehlcle n o t  uslng more space than a passenger vehlcle o r  
l i g h t  duty truck would use. 

(4)  Storage charges sha l l  begin a t  12:OO (Midnight) a f t e r  such 
pick-up, and no storage charges sha l l  be imposed on the  
date of plck-up. After the day of  pick-up, any portlon 
of a day shall  be consldered a chargeable day. 

( 5 )  Other storage r a t e s  - The wrecker se rv ice  operator wi1.1-b~?..~..- . . . . . .  
gulded by Section B hereof for o t h e r  s torage r a t e s .  

The Clty shall  in no event be responsible f o r  towlng o r  storage charges 
or related servtces performed pursuant to  t h l s  Ordinance. 

I 
The l ien ar is ing from towlng. and storage charges under t h i s  Ordinance 

. I shall  be limlted to the vehicle and actuaT attachments and accessories 

' -I 
and shall  not attach t o  personal e f fec ts  i n  t h e  vehlcle .  

.. :! 
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ORDINANCE/ Page 3 
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. . C. Minimum Requirements : Wrecker Service Operators s h a l l  meet 
the  f o l l o w i n g  minimum requirements, together w i t h  such other 
requirements as may be necessary t o  t h e  end t h a t  prompt e f f i c i e n t  
se rv i ce  may be rendered:  

(1) Minimum Outside Storage - A minimum outs ide storage area 
o f  n o t  l e s s  than 16,500 square f e e t  designed t o  accomnodate 
no t  l e s s  than e i g h t y - f i v e  automobiles. 

( 2 )  Fencing - A per imeter fence o f  a t  l eas t  s i x  (6 
he igh t  p r o v i d i n g  s o l i d  screening p lus  three (3 

c h a i n - l i n k  or b e t t e r  s h a l l  be required.  
s a f e t y  (barbed) w i r e  above the  s o l i d  screening port ion o f  

(3 )  Storage Park ing Area Surface - The storage parking area 
s h a l l  b e  paved surface. 

:_n . . 

(4) Customer Parking - A t  l e a s t  f i ve  (5 )  customer parking spaces +:.. ... I < 

s h a l l  be prov ided.  . . ..... w *.-r(. . 
( 5 )  S e c u r i t y  Storage - Space f o r  not  l e s s  than f o u r  (4)  vehicles ,' 

s h a l l  be prov ided i n s i d e  a b u i l d i n g  w i t h  su i tab le  secur i ty  .z.* 6q' 
f o r  Pol i c e  Storage. s. ~ 

Loca t ion  o f  O f f i ce  and Storage Area-The storage area and 
o f f i c e  s h a l l  be contiguous, and s h a l l  be open during regular  
business hours. 

S e c u r i t y  - Each storage area s h a l l  be l i g h t e d  by not less 
than two (2) mercury vapor l i g h t s  and s h a l l  be guarded by 
a watchman or a t r a i n e d  s e c u r i t y  dog, and s h a l l  be guarded 
24 hours  pe r  day, 7 days p e r  week. 

r-' 

F a c i l i t i e s  - Must be p h y s i c a l l y  l oca ted  i n  the Ci ty o f  
Mesqui te and i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  t o  be served except where 
r e q u i r e d  t o  serve i n  another d i s t r i c t  dur ing an emergency. 

Serv ice  - Each f a c i l i t y  must prov ide twenty-four (24) 
hour s e r v i c e  and be equipped w i t h  n o t  less  than two 

, telephones. 

Equipment - Each f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  p rov ide n o t  less than two 
(2)  wrecker u n i t s  w i t h  operators ,  one u n i t  being a one 

. and one-hal f  (1%) ton  u n i t  w i t h  d o l l y s  and an e ight  (8) - 
t o n  winch. A t  l e a s t  one u n i t  s h a l l  be equipped wi th  
approved two-way rad io  which w i l l  operate on frequensies 
des ignated by t h e  Pol i c e  Department, and approved emergency 
l i g h t i n g .  Each u n i t  s h a l l  car ry  a push broom and a f t e r  
each acc iden t  a t  which a p ick-up i s  made the  operator sha l l  
thorough ly  sweep glass and debr is from the s t ree t .  Each 
o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  keep a r e c e i p t  book approved by the Mesqulte 

Ir;.G .. i 
...* . 

P o l i c e  Department. . . . . . . . . .  
~ . . ~ .  t..?l;il.'.f 'j- 

L i a b i l i t y  and F i d e l i t y  - Wrecker se rv i ce  operators shal l  
.., :.. 

-hold t h e  Ci ty  harmless f rom the l i a b i l i t y  f o r  any ac t  - -Cli i*+. , 4 .'L.i .-; ,: 

. - .. ~ . . ~  ..-.-. ~.4 
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o r  omission o f  such operator  o r  any employee and s h a l l  provide 
adeauate l i a b i l  i t v  coveraue t o  guarantee t h e  a b i l  i t~ t o  accorn- 
p l i s h  same. ~ach-employee s h a l i  be covered by a f i b e l i t y  bond 
o f  n o t  less  than One Thousand $1,000.000) Do1 l a r s ,  

(12) Reports - During the t e r n  of operation, wrecker serv ice  operators 
s h a l l  f u r n i s h  such repor ts ,  both o r a l  and w r i t t e n ,  as may be 
requ i red  by the  Po l ice  Department, 

(13) Permi ts  - Each i n d i v i d u a l  operator o r  employee s h a l l  be approved 
b y  t h e  Po l ice  Department and sha l l  b e  o f  good moral character 
and q u a l i f i e d  b perform the serv ice requ i red  

(14) Experience - Cont inu i ty  of Operation - Wrecker Serv ice  operators 
s h a l l  show evidence of experience, a b i l i t y  and c o n t i n u i t y  o f  
operat ion t o  the end t h a t  they sha l l  be a b l e  t o  provide e f f i c i e n t  
and uninterrupted serv ice.  

(15) Conduct o f  Personnel - While the author ized Wrecker Service i s  a 
p r i v a t e  enterpr ise ,  such serv ice i s  i n  the na tu re  o f  a pub l i c  
f u n c t i o n  and a l l  personnel so engaged s h a l l  conduct themselves 
i n  a d i g n i f i e d  and respectable manner and s h a l l  be courteous t o  
t h e  pub l i c  and s h a l l  f o l l o w  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  on duty.  

(16) Wrecker se rv i ce  operators - To be e l i g i b l e  f o r  au tho r i za t ion ,  
operators must a t  a l l  times be c u r r e n t  i n  t h e i r  ob l i ga t ions  t o  
t h e  Ci ty ,  i nc lud ing  payment o f  ad valorem and o t h e r  taxes. 

D. D i s c r e t i o n  o f  Po l ice  Department: Due t o  the emergency nature o f  
wrecker s e r v i c e  c e r t a i n  matters are determined t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  be w i t h i n  
the d i s c r e t i o n  o f  the Po l ice  Department. 

(1)  Locat ion o f  veh ic le  i n  a d i s t r i c t  - The d i s t r i c t s  establ ished are 
f o r  the convenience o f  the C i t y  anc t o  prevent  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  
e f f o r t .  When wrecker serv ice  i s  needed, t h e  P o l i c e  Department 
s h a l l  determine i n  which d i s t r i c t  t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  located and 
n o t i f y  the  app l icab le  operator. I n  situations where i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine the app l icab le  d i s t r i c t  t he  determinat ion 
b y  the  Po l i ce  Department s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  

(2) Response time - The Po l i ce  Department s h a l l  have d i s c r e t i o n  t o  
determine a reasonable response t ime based upon the  circumstances 
such as t r a f f i c  congestion o r  other f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a par- 
t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  safety;  and, upon 
f a i l u r e  on the p a r t  o f  the operator c a l l e d  t o  so respond, the  
Department may c a l l  another operator. A response t ime o f  t h i r t y  
(30 )  minutes may be used as a guide f o r  reasonableness, b u t  !nay 
v a r y  depending upon c? rcumstances. 

SECTION 2. That subject t o  comol lance w i t h  t h e  requirements 1 here in  w i t h i n  ten (10) days a f t e r  date o f  passage o f  t h i s  Ordinance, 

"1 t he  f o l l o w i n g  wrecker serv ice  operators are hereby des ignated as 
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] Author ized Wrecker Service Operators and au tho r i zed  t o  respond t o  Po l i ce  
. ., Wrecker C a l l s  i n  t h e i r  I j i s t r i c t s  as f o l l o w s :  

A. North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - J e r r y  Jackson d/b/a J e r r y ' s  P a i n t  & Body Shop I -1 
6. South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - Jack F a r l e y  d/b/a Parkway Garage 

Such au tho r i za t ion  s h a l l  be f o r  the p e r i o d  end ing December 31, 1972. 
A t  the  end o f  such per iod app l i ca t ions  s h a l l  be considered toge the r  
w i t h  requests f o r  any a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  d i s t r i c t s  o r  c r e a t i o n  o f  new 
d i s t r i c t s .  Such app l ica t ions sha l l  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  does and 
s h a l l  comply w l t h  a l l  requirements he re in .  

SECTION 3. No person o ther  than an au tho r i zed  Wrecker Serv i ce  
Operator and h i s  agents, servants and employees s h a l l  respond t o  a  
Po l i ce  Wrecker c a l l  , provtded, however, t h a t  i n  case o f  an emergency 
t h e  Po l i ce  Department o r  other agency o f  the  City may a u t h o r i z e  o thers  
t o  render s p e c i f i c  services i n  connect ion w i t h  a  s p e c i f i c  emergency. 
Such au tho r i za t ion  s h a l l  not  extend t o  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  t imes.  
Nothing he re in  s h a l l  p r o h i b i t  t he  owner o r  opera to r  o f  a  d i s a b l e d  
veh ic le  from author iz ing the wrecker o f  h'is cho ice  t o  respond w i t h i n  
a reasonable time. 

Upon n o t i c e  by ' the  Po l i ce  Department an a u t h o r i z e d  Wrecker s e r v i c e  
Operator f o r  one d i s t r i c t  may, and s h a l l  , i f  so ordered,  go i n t o  ,. 
d i s t r i c t  o the r  than t h a t  i n  which he i s  au tho r i zed ,  b u t  o the rw ise  
s h a l l  conf ine h i s  operations t o  the  d i s t r i c t  assigned. 

SECTION 4. F a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  requirements h e r e i n  L:y 
any author ized Wrecker Service Operator s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  grounds f o r  
revocat ion o f  authorization and amy be cons idered I n  any f u t u r e  appl tca t ion.  

SECTION 5 .  Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or 
sec t ion  o f  t h i s  ordinance be he ld  t o  be i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  
t h e  remaining provis ions o f  t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  
and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 6. Any person, f i r m  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any o f  t h e  
prov is ions o f  t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  o f  a misde- 
meanor and upon conv ic t i on  i~ the Ma~nic ipa l  Cour t  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  

.-a f i n e  not  t o  exceed Two Hundred ($2000.00) D o l l a r s  f o r  each o f fense .  

SECTION 7. The f a c t  t h a t  the  Code of t h e  City o f  Mesqui te,  Texas, 
. i s  inadequate t o  a f f o r d  Wrecker Serv ice  f o r  t h e  necessary p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  the  inhab i tants  o f  the  City c o n s t i t u t e s  an urgency and an emergency 
f o r  the preservat ion of the p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  
c i t i z e n s  and requ-ires t h a t  t h i s  ord inance s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  immedia te ly  
f rom and a f t e r  i t s  passage and the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p t i o n  o f  s a l d  
ordinance, as the  law i n  such cases provides.  



DULY PASSED by the Cjty Counci 1 of the City of Mesquite, Texas, on 
the 6 day of December %....- : .*.  --..- . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . 

r i 
. . . .  . . 

Mayor 
t : 
i 

ATTEST : 

ti ty Secretary "U 

.!A. .-,. 
. ,_ APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
L 
i i  ., ..,.. 

Enand Archer 
City Attorney 
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