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G R D I N A N ' X  NO. 957 

3 
AN OliDIKANCE CP T E E  C;TY O F  M E J B ' J I I E ,  TEXAS, CREATIXG 
A M m I 2 I P A i .  D E F E S S E  AND D I S A S T E R  R E L I E F  STAFF  AND 
PI?OV?CTNG T H E  POWERS O F  S A M E  CREATLKG THE O F F  LCE OF 
M'JN;CIl?AL C I V I L  D E F E N S E  COORDINATOR AND PkOVIDlNG THE 
Di lT lES  AND RESPCNSiaiL iTI.IES G F  THAT O F F i C E .  CREATING 
AN OFERATICNWL 0RGAKlZAT:ON;  G R A h T I N G  XECESSARY POWERS 
TO COPE Wi-H E M E h G E N , X E S  THREATENING l l F E  AND PROPERTY 
I N  THE ClTf O F  MESQ'JITE. AL'TH0RXZ:NG ZOOPERATLVE AND 
M'JTi'AL A I D  AGhEEMENTS FOR R E L I E F  WORK BETWEEN T H I S  AND 
OTHER C I T I E S  O R  CG'.%YLES AND FOR RELATED FJRPGSES;  
PROH :B :TI NG YXAL'TNOli 1 Z E D  WARNING AND Aii -.CLEAR S iGNALS 
AND MAKiXG J I G L A ' T  iONS A MZSDEMEANOH PLXi SHABLE irY F I N E  
NOT EXCEEDING TWO H-'NDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  . 

s:,~.:: 

XOW, THEREFCLE, 5 E  17 ORDAINED BY T H E  CiTY CGL'NCIL O F  THE CSTY ,b : 
O F  MESQ-:YE, TEXAS.  . . i 

SE:T:ON 1. T h e r e  13 hereby created t he  M m l c l p a l  C l v l l  D e f e n s e  - 
and D i s a s t e r  R a i l e f  S t a f f  of t h e  C l C y  of M e s q i J l t e  w h i c h  s ha l l  consist  

7 of the f c l l c w l n g  

( a )  T h e  M a y o r  of  the! City uf M e a q - i i t e , .  w h o  s h a l l  serve as  
C h a i r m a n  cf the S t a f f ,  a n d  who shai  1 a l sc  be known as  
W a n i c i p a l  C - v i l  C e f e n a e  2ocrdina tor  of the Z i t  y o f  
Mesq.1 i t e . 

( b )  T h e  A s s i s t . a n t  C ; v l l  D e f e n s e  C c o r d i n a t c r  s h a l l  be the 
Clty M a n a g e r  cf t h e  C l t i -  of M e s q u l t  e,. w h o  s h a l l  be 
c h a r g e d  w1t .h  r ne FreFare t i cn  c f  a c ~ v z :  d e f e n s e  pj.an 
f o r  t h e  City cf M e ; q . i i r e ,  t c g e t h e r  w a t h  such other 
d ; l t . l e &  a s  t h e  C c o r d r n a t o r  m a y  prescr ibe .  The A s o ~ o t a x t  
C o o r d i n a t c r  s h a i l  s e r v e  a s  V s c e - C h a i r m a n  of the W ~ n i c i -  
pal  C l v i l  D e f e n s e  and D i s a s t e r  R e l i e d  S t a f f  o f  t h e  C i t y  
o f  Mesq~1 t . e~  a n d  ir. the absence o f  the W a i ~ c i p a l C ~ v ~ l  -- - 
D e f e n s e  C c o r d z n a t c r  s h a l i  p e r f o r m  any or all duties o f  
the C o o r d i n a t o r  a s  may be n e r  essary .  

( c )  T h e  D i r e c t . c r s  of D i v i s i o n s  and C h i e f s  o f  S e r v i c e  of s u c h  
D i v ~ s l c n s  d =  rdJ. be prcv ided  for  b y  kbaoi ~ t r o n  o f  t h e  
C i t y  C c m c i i  c r  b y  d l r e c t s v e  o f  the M c l n i c l p a l  C i v l l  

.................................... D e f e n ~ e  2ccrdi.-.a:oi . 
S E C ' T ; C N .  T h e  ~ c w e r s  and d . ~ t i e s  o f  t h e  M J n l c l ~ a l  C i v i l  D e f e n s e  

and D i s a s t e r  R e 1  lef  St .aff  sha l l  i n c l i l d e  recommendat ions  for adoption 
by t h e  C l l y  1 3 G r i c i l  o f  a C ~ v i l  clefdnse plan  f o r  tlir C t t y  of M e s q u i t e .  
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and t h e  recommendations f o r  adopt ion  by t h e  Ci ty  c o u n c i l  of  any and I . .  
a l l  mutual a i d  p l a n s  and agreements which a r e  deemed e s s e n t i a l  fo r  
t h e  implementation o f  such c i v i l  d e f e n s e  plan.  The d u t i e s  of such 
C i v i l  Defense and D i s a s t e r  R e l i e f  S t a f f  s h a l l  a l s o  inc lude  t h e  making 
of  a  survey o f  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  personnel,  equipment, 
supp l i e s  and s e r v i c e s  which could be used during an emergency, a s  
provided f o r  h e r e i n .  a s  w e l l  as  a  con t inu ing  s tudy of  t h e  need f o r  
amendments and improvements i n  t h e  c i v i l  defense p l a n  adopted by the  
Ci ty  Council .  The C i v i l  Defense and Di sas t e r  Rel ie f  S t a f f  of t h e  
Ci ty  of  Mesquite, s h a l l  meet upon t h e  call. of  e i t h e r  t h e  Chairman o r  
Vice-chairman. 

SECTION 3. The Mayor o f  the C i t y  o f  Mesquite i s  hereby author- 
ized to  j o i n  w i t h  t h e  County Judge of t h e  County o f  Dal las ,  and the 
Mayors of  t h e  o t h e r  cit ies o f  s a i d  county i n  t h e  formation of  a  c i v i l  
Defense and D i s a s t e r  Rel ie f  Council  f o r  t h e  County of  Dal las  and 
s h a l l  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  coope ra t e  i n  t h e  formation o f  a  C i v i l  
Defense p l a n  f o r  t h e  County o f  D a l l a s  and i n  t h e  appointment of  a 
C i v i l  Defense D i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  County of Dal las ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  o t h e r  
powers n e c e s s a r y  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  County-wide program of  C i v i l  -. 

Defense and D i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  i n s o f a r  as s a i d  program may a f f e c t  the 
Ci ty  of  Mesguite.  .*. 

& 
SECTION 4.  The o f f i c e  o f  Municipal  C i v i l  Defense Coordinator is 

hereby c r e a t e d .  T h e  Municipal Civil .  Defense Coordinator  s h a l l  have 
the a u t h o r i t y  to r e q u e s t  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of an 
emergency by t h e  C i t y  Council  o r  by h i g h e r  au tho r i ty .  In  t h e  event 
it is deemed n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e  ex i s t ence  of an emergency with- 
ou t  de lay ,  t h e  Coord ina to r  may, i f  t h e  C i t y  Council is n o t  i n  session,  
do so,  b u t  such a c t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  to confirmation by t h e  City 
Council a t  i t s  n e x t  meeting. 

The d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Municipal C i v i l  Defense 
Coordinator s h a l l  i nc lude  t t e  fo l lowing:  

( a )  The csntroJ .  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  ope ra t ion  o r  
..... 

t r a i n i n g  e f f o r t s  of  t h e  c i v i l  de fense  and d i s a s t e r  
r e l i e f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite; 

(b) The d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  of  a u t h o r i t y  and 
< ,  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  may a r i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  c i v i l  defense  
and d r s a s t e r  r e l i e f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C i ty  o f  Mesquite; 



d 
( c )  The marntenance of necessary 1iar;on w l t h  other 

M ~ n i c i p a l ,  ~ l s t r i c t . ,  Stat.e, cc.mt:y, Regional, 
Federal ,  c r  o t h e r  c i v i l  defense organizations:  

(d)  The marshal ing,  a f t e r  deci.aratio> of an erergency 
a s  prcv ided  f o r  above, of a l l  necessary personnel, 
equipment. cr s u ~ p i i e s  frcm any depar txent  cf the 
C i t y  o f  Mesquite t o  a id  i n  t.he carrylng out. of the 
C i v i l  Defense &la?:. 

(e) The i ssuance  of  a l l  necessary proclamations a s  t o  
t h e  e x r s t - a c e  o f  ax emergzncy and the rmmedlate 
o p e r a t i o n a l  e f f e c t l v e n s s s  of the  c i v i i  defense 
p l an"  

(f) The i s s ~ a n c e  c f  reascnabie r-lles, regula t icns  or 
d i r e c t i v e s  which a r e  necessary f c r  the  ~ r ~ t . . e c t i o ~  
o f  l i f e  and prope r ty  In t h e  C i t y  of Mesq:lt.e, such 
r - ~ l e s  and r s g ~ i a v l c ! n  s h a l l  be f l l e d  i n  the  o f f i c e  
o f  t he  C1t.y Secret .ary and s h a l l  recelve widespread 
pr tb l lc i ty  u l l e s s  p u b l ~ c l t y  w i l l  be of a i d  and coa- 
f o r t  t~ t h e  enemy: 

( g )  The s - d ~ e r v i s l o n  of  the d r a f t i n g  and exec.utlon of 
mlt.Jal ald agreepent s. i n  cooperat lcn with  the 
r e ~ r e i 3 e n t a t ~ v e s  of t.he S t a t e  and of o ther  loca l  
pol l t . ;cai  subdivisions of the  S t a t e ,  and t.he d r a f t -  
i>g and execut ron ,  i f  deemed desr rab le ,  of an 
agreer.ent wr th  tho Cc-~nty which sa id  Cit.y i s  
l oca t ed  a7d w1t.h o ther  mdnic ipa l l t i es  wi th in  t he  
County, f c r  t h e  County-wide coordination of e f f o r t s  
i n  defense  arrd d i s a s t e r  r e l l e f .  

( h )  The a ~ p e r v i 3 i o 9  cE t h 2  f l n a l  au thc r i za t i cn  f o r  the  
procurement. o f  a l l  necessary a p p l i e s  a n d  equipment, . . . . . . . .  
i nc l ad ing  acceptance of p r i v a t e  cont r ibu t ions ;  

(i) The a u t h o z i z a t i c a  of agreements, a f t e r  approval o f  
t h e  C i t y  At torney .  for t.he use of p r iva t e  property 
f o r  p.lblic s h e l t e r  and o ther  p d r p ~ s e s .  

, The upera t lona l  c i v l l  defense and d ~ s a s t e r  r e l i e f  
o r g a n i z a t i c n  of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite s h a l l  cons i s t  of the o f f i c e r s  
and 6mploi'ees o f  t h e  C l t y  of Mesqaite designated by t he  Manicipal 
C i v i l  Defense Coordinator  as  well  as a l l  volunteer municipal c i v i l  
k f e n s e  workers.  The f .~ .?ct lcns  and d u t i e s  o f  t h i j  organization 

. . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  - .-... .---- 
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s h a l l  be d is t r ibu ted  among such d i v i s i o n s ,  s e r v i c e s  and spec ia l  
s t a f f  a s  the City Council shalL p r e s c r i b e  by r e s o l u t i o n  o r  t h e  
Municipal Civil Defense Coordinator s h a l l  provide by d i r e c t i v e .  
Any such resolution o r  d i r e c t i v e  s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  form of 
organization, e s t ab l i sh  and des igna te  d iv i s ions  and serv ices ,  
assign functions, d u t i e s  and powers, and d e s i g n a t e  o f f i c e r s  and 
employees to  carry out  the  provis ions  o f  t h i s  o rd inance .  Insofar 
as  possible,  the form of organiza t ion ,  t i t l e s  and terminology 
s h a l l  conform to t h e  recommendations o f  t h e  S t a t e  Defense and 
Disaster  Relief Council of the  S t a t e  of  Texas and of  t h e  Federal 
Government. 

SECTION 6. Each person serv ing  a s  a  member o f  t h e  Municipal 
C i v i l  Defense and Disaster  Rel ief  S t a f f ,  o r  a s  a n  o f f i ce r .  employee 
o r  volunteer i n  any capaci ty  i n  t h e  Municipal C i v i l  Defense and 
Disaster  Relief Organization c rea t ed  by r e s o l u t i o n  o r  d i r e c t i v e  
pursuant to  the au tho r i ty  hexein confer red ,  s h a l l  p r i o r  t o  assum- 
ing t h e i r  duty or du t i e s ,  t ake  an o a t h  which s h a l l  be subs t an t i a l ly  
a s  follows: 

m * "I. , do solemnly swear ( o r  a f f i r m )  t h a t  I ,.-, 
.il r w i l l  sup&& and defend t h e  Cons t i t u t ion  of t h e  United .- ..,,. 

Sta tes  and t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas, 
against a l l  enemies, fore ign  and domestic; t h a t  I w i l l  
bear t rue f a i t h  and a l l eg iance  t o  t h e  same: t h a t  I take 
t h i s  obl igat ion f r ee ly ,  without  any mental r e s e r v a t i o n  
o r  purpose of  evasion: and t h a t  I w i l l  w e l l  and fa i th- .  
fu l ly  discharge the d u t i e s  upon which I am about  t o  
e n t e r .  And I do f u r t h e r  swear (o r  aff i rm) t h a t  I do not 
advocate, nor am I a member o f  an a f f i l i a t e  of any 
p o l i t i c a l  par ty  o r  organiza t ion ,  group o r  combination of 
persons tha t  advocates t h e  overthrow of t h e  Government 
of  the United S t a t e s  o r  of t h i s  S t a t e  by f o r c e  o r  violence: 
and t h a t  during such t ime a s  I am a member o f  t h e  Municipal 
Civi l  Defense and Disas te r  Rel ief  S t a f f  of  t h e  C i t y  of 

. . . . .  Mesquite I w i l l  not  advocate nor  become a member Or an 
a f f j l i a t e  of any organizat ion,  group, or combination of 
persons or of any p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  that: advoca te s  t h e  
overthrow of t h e  Government of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  of 1"-* 
t h i s  State  bv fo~ .ce  o r  v io lence .  " ,.&A a pi 
SECTION 7 .  Any unauthorized person who s h a l l  ope ra t e  a  s i r e n  - .-" : -- 

o r  o t h e r  device so  a s  t o  s imulate  a warning s i g n a l ,  o r  the  termina- 
t i o n  of a  warning, s h a l l  be deemed g u i l t y  of a v i o l a t i o n  of t h i s  
ordinance and. s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  .imposed by t h i s  
ordinance. 

.... 
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SECTION 8. A t  a l l  t i m e s  when t h e  o r d e r s ,  r u i e s  and regulat ions 
made and promulgated p u r s u a n t  t o  this  o rd inance  s h a l l  be in e f f e c t ,  
they s h a l l  supersede a l l  e x i s t i n g  o rd inances ,  o rders ,  rules  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s  insofar  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  may b e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  therewith. 

SECTION 9 .  This o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  n o t  be construed so as t o  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  any S t a t e  o r  F e d e r a l  s t a t u t e  or w i t h  any Mil i tary o r  
Naval order ,  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n .  

SECTION 10. This  o rd inance  is  an e x e r c i s e  b y  t h e  City of i ts  
governmental fun-t ions f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  publ ic  peace, hea l th  
and s a f e t y  and ne i the r  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite, t h e  agents and repre-  
s e n t a t i v e s  o f  s a i d  City,  o r  any i n d i v i d u a l ,  r ece ive r ,  f i r m .  par tner-  
sh ip ,  corpora t ion ,  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r  t r u s t e e ,  o r  any of  the agents 
t he reo f ,  i n  good f a i t h  c a r r y i n g  o u t ,  complying w i t h  o r  attempting to  
comply wi th ,  any order,  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  promulgated pursuant t o  
t h e  provisionti  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be l i a b l e  for. any damage 
s u s t a i n e d  t o  persons o r  p r o p e r t y  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of s a i d  a c t i v i t y .  Any 
person owning or c o n t r o l l i n g  r e a l  e s t a t e  o r  o t h e r  premises who volun- 
t a r i l y  and without compensation g r a n t s  t o  t h e  C i ty  of Mesquite a  
l i c e n s e  o r  p r iv i l ege ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  pe rmi t s  t h e  C l t y  t o  inspect, 
des igna te  and use  t h e  whole or any p a r t  o r  p a r t s  of  such rea l  e s t a t e  
o r  premises f o r  the purpose o f  s h e l t e r i n g  pe r sons  during an ac tua l ,  
impending or p r a c t i c e  enemy a t t a c k  s h a l l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  successors  
i n  i n t e r e s t ,  if any, n o t  be c i v i l l y  l i a b l e  for t h e  death of,  o r  in jury  
to ,  any person on o r  abvut such  r e a l  e s t a t e  o r  premises under such 
l i c e n s e ,  p r i v i l e g e  o r  o t h e r  permiss ion  o r  fcr loss of ,  o r  damage to, 
t h e  p rope r ty  of such person.  

SECTION 11. No person s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  expend any publ ic  
funds of t h e  C i ty  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  any c i v i l  defense  a c t i v i t y  authorized 
by t h i s  ord inance  without  p r i o r  approval  by t h e  C i ty  Council, nor  s h a l l  
any person have any r i g h t  t o  b ind  t h e  C i t y  b y  c c n t r a c t ,  agreement o r  
o therwise  withcut: p r i o r  and s p e c i f i c  approval  of  the  City Council. 

SECTION 1 2 .  I t  s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  any person wi l fu l ly  to 
. . . . . . . .  o b s t r u c t ,  .h inder ,  o r  de l ay  any member of - t h e  c i v i l  defense organizat ion 

i n  t h e  enforcement o f  an11 r u l e  or r e g u l a t i o n  i ssued  pursuant t o  t h i s  
ord inance ,  o r  t o  do any a c t  fo rb idden  by any r u l e  o r  regulat ion issued 
pursuant  t o  t h e  au tho r i ty  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  ordinance.  I t  s h a l l  l ike-  
wise b e  unlawful f o r  any pe r son  t o  wear,  c a r r y  o r  display any emblem, - 
insigni.a o r  any o the r  means of identification a s  a  member of t h e  c i v i l  I 

. . ,  defense o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite, u n l e s s  authori ty  to do 
rd so has  been granted t o  such person  b y  t h e  p rope r  o f f i c i a l s .  Convictions 

f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  of the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  be punishhble 
by a  f i n e  of  no t  more than  two hu,ndrc,~-&LL&s.,-L.$200,98) t f o E e h _ . -  
o f f e n s e .  

. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  
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SECTION 13. That  should  any paragraph, sentence ,  subdiv is ion ,  
clause,  phrase,  o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  ordinance be adjudged o r  he ld  t o  
b e  uncons t i tu t iona l ,  i l l e g a l ,  or i n v a l i d ,  t h e  same s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  
t he  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  ord inance  a s  a  whole, o r  any p a r t  or provis ion  
hereof o the r  than  t h e  p a r t  so dec ided  t o  be  i n v a l i d ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  
uncons t i tu t iona l .  

SECTION 3.4. T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t he  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e r e  is no 
ordinance o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite. Texas, providing fox a  Municipal 
Defense and D i s a s t e r  Rel ie f  S t a f f  c r e a t e s  an urgency and an emergency 
f o r  the  immediate p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and 
welfare and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately 
from and a f t e r  its passage and t h e  pub l i ca t ion  of t h e  c a p t i o n  o f  s a i d  
ordinance, a s  t h e  law i n  such c a s e s  provides.  

A.D. ,  1971. 
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Elland Archer 
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