
ORDINANCE NO. 953 

AN ORDINANCE 0 %  T H E  C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, T M A S ,  AMENDING , . . 
T H E  C I T Y  O F  M E S Q U I T E  FIRE: PREVENTION CODE, ORDINANCE 
NO. 839  BY P R O V I D I N G  STANDARDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION . . 
AND OPERATION OF GASOLINE DISPENSING STATIONS : PROHIBIT- 
I N G  C E R T A I N  G A S O L I N E  DISPENSING DEVICES;  P R O H I B I T I N G  
C E R T A I N  S E L F - S E R V I C E  GASOLINE D I S P E N S I N G  OPERATIONS; 
P R O H I B I T I N G  C E R T A I N  OWNERS, OPERATORS AND ATTENDANTS 
FROM ALLOWING C E R T A I N  PERSONS TO I N S E R T  OR REMOVE A 
G A S O L I N E  D I S P E N S I N G  NOZZLE INTO OR FROM A VEHICLE;  BY 
P R O V I D I N G  D E F I N I T I O N S  F O R  CERTAIN TERMS; BY PROVIDING 
THAT ORDINANCE 839 AND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE 
I N  A L L  OTHER R E S P E C T S  SHALL REMAIN I N  FULL FORCE AND 
E F F E C T ;  BY P R O V I D I N G  A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: BY PROVIDING 
F O R  A PENALTY NOT T O  EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE,  T M A S :  

S E C T I O N  1. That t h e  following standards and requirements a r e  
es tab l i shed  f o r  t h e  construction and operation of gasoline dispens- 
ing s t a t i o n s  i n  order  t o  eliminate ce r ta in  hazards t o  the  public: 

(1.) From and a f t e r  t he  effect ive  date of t h i s  ordinance no 
owner, operator  o r  attendant of a  premises shal l  cause 
o r  allow t o  be constructed or ins ta l l ed  on such premises 
any dispensing device f o r  the purpose o f ,  or calculated 
to, o r  capable of dispensing gasoline o r  controlling the 
dispensation o f  gasol ine  from inside a building o r  from 
any locat ion o the r  than the pump from which the gasoline 
i s  dispensed. 

( 2 . )  No owner, operator  o r  attendant of a  premises from which 
gasoline is  dispensed, not  so operating a t  the e f fec t ive  

. . . .  .-date o f  t h i s  ordinance, shal l  cause or  allow any manner 
of se l f - se rv ice  operat ion in the  dispensing of gasoline.  

(3.) N o  owner, operator  o r  attendant of a premises fcrom which 
gasol ine  i s  dispensed, not  so operating a t  the e f fec t ive  
d a t e  of  t h i s  ordinance shall. allow any person not  an 
owner. operator  o r  attendant,  t o  i n se r t  or remove a 
gasol ine  dispensing nozzle into or from a vehicle on such 
premises. 

............ - 
S E C T I O N  2 .  Def ini t ions  - For the purpose of t h i s  ordinance 

the  following terms are  defined as follows: 
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1 .  Attandant - The term Attendant sha l l  mean a regular  
employee as t h a t  term is commonly understood o r  an 

. .o therwise  designated person re ta ined  or engaged i n  
se rv ing  customers generally.  While t he  payment of 
a f ixed  compensation or t h e  withholding o f  soc ia l  
s e c u r i t y  t ax  sha l l  no t  be a p re requ i s i t e  t o  a person . . 
being termed an at tendant,  such f a c t s  may be considered 
i n  determining whether o r  not one is an at tendant.  An 
a t t endan t  may also be an operator .  

( 2 . )  Operator - The term Operator s h a l l  mean a person i n  
charge of a premises fxom which gasoline i s  dispensed 
or of some port ion o f  t h e  business operation thereon, 
whether a l l  o r  any por t ion of the  day and whether such 
pe r son ' s  author i ty  is complete o r  p a r t i a l ,  absolute o r  
condi t iona l  and such term may include an at tendant.  

( 3 . )  Owner - The term owner s h a l l  mean a person having a 
p rop r i e to r sh ip  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  of  possession of 
t h e  premises o r  of the  business  operation thereon 
t-ather than an i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l t y .  Where the ownership 
i s  i n  a par tnership  o r  o ther  form of multiple ownership, 
each pa r tne r  o r  p a r t i a l  owner s h a l l  be  considered an 
owner. Where t he  owner is a corporation each o f f i c e r  
and each person I n  t he  chain o f  authori ty s h a l l  be 
considered an owner. The term owner may include the  
terms Attendant and Operator. 

(4.) Self-Service Operation - An operat ion wherein any portion 
o f  t he  servic ing of vehic les  i s  designed o r  calculated t o  
be performed by the customer. 

SECTION 3 .  Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or 
sec t ion  of t h i s  ordinance be held t o  be inval id  o r  unconst i tu t ional ,  
t h e  remaining provisions o f  t h i s  Ordinance sha l l  remain in  f u l l  
force  and e f f e c t .  

"X 

SECTION 4. Any person, f i r m  or sorporation v io la t ing  any o f  
t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be gu i l ty  o f  
a misdemeanor. and upon conviction i n  the  Municipal Court s h a l l  be  

L E' 
sub jec t  t o  a f ine  not t o  exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) f o r  
each of fense  . 
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SECTION 5 .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Code o f  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite, 
Texas, i s  inadequate  for  the necessary p ro tec t ion  of  t h e  .public 
comfort  and general  welfare, c r ea t e s  an urgency and an emergency 
f o r  t h e  p re se rva t ion  of the  publ ic  hea l th ,  s a f e t y  and wel fare  
and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  immediately 
f r o m  i t s  passage and publication as t h e  law ir, such cases provides.  

DULY PASSED by t h e  City Council of  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesguite, Texas, 
A . D . ,  1971. 

Mayor Pro Tern 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
C i ty  Attorney 
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