
- ORDINANCE NO. 896 

AN ORDINANCE O F  THE CITY OF MESQUITE, T M A S ,  AMENDING 
CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF THE C I l Y  OF MESQUITE, BY 
PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRF: LANES I N  FRONT 
O F  ALL MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES EXCEPT DU- 
P L M E S ,  ALL SHOPPING CENTERS AND ALL PUBLIC ASSEMBLY 
BUILDINGS; BY PROVIDING SPECIFICATIONS AND LOCATION OF 
SAXD F I R E  LANE; BY PROVIDING SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 
DESIGNATION AND MARKING OF SAID F I R E  LANE; BY PROVID- 
ING THE INSTANCES I N  WHICH THE OWNER OR PERSON I N  
CHARGE SHRLL B E  RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING S A I D  F I R E  
LANE MARKED AND SIGNED: BY PROVIDING DEFINITIONS FOR 
THE TERMS "FRONT", "CURB LINE" AND " F I R E  LANE": BY 
STATING THE PURPOSE OF SUCH ORDINANCE: BY PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: BY PROVIDING FOR A PENALW NOT < '  

TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  WLLARS; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  
OP MESQUITE, T M A S  : 

SECTION l. C h a p t e r  8 of the C o d e  of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite, Texas, 
known as the  Fire code is  hereby a m e n d e d  by adding a new sec t ion  . 

I d e s i g n a t e d  S e c t i o n  8 - 2 0 A  to  read as f o L L o w s ;  i n  a l l  other respects to  
d remain i n  f u l l  force and effect: 

SECTION 8-20A 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of F i r e  L a n e s  

ALL m u l t i - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  other t h a n  duplexes, 
a11 shopping centers and a l l  public assembly b u i l d i n g s  as 
defined by C i t y  O r d i n a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  the Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e ,  
hereinafter constructed or repaired t o  an ex ten t  of  f i f t y  

. (50%)  per cent  of the  present cost to replace same, o r  t o  
which s u b s t a n t i a l  s t ruc tura l .  a l t e r a t i o n s  are made ,  sha l l  
contain an area to be d e s i g n a t e d  as a "Fire  L a n e " ,  such 
axea  to be along the  curb line ir, front of such s t r u s t u s e  
or i f  there is no curb l i ne ,  then along the front  of s a i 3  
s t r u c t u r e  as the  term "front"  i s  here in  d e f i n e d :  no t  m o r e  than 
th i r ty - f ive  (35) f e e t  f r o m  s a id  s t ruc tu re  and ly ing  along the 
en t i r e  w i d t h  or length, as the case m a y  be, of the  f r o n t  of 
s a id  s t r u c t u r e ;  sa id  f i r e  L a n e  being no t  less  than twelve ( 1 2 )  bi feet w i d e  on a s t r a i g h t - o f - w a y  and a f o r t y  ( 4 0 )  f oo t  r ad iu s  a t  

... ...... any corner of such lane. .- . . .  . . 

I . . 
I 

J 
Said f i r e  l a n e  shall. be paved sur face  and be clearly m a r k e d  i 
on the  p a v e m e n t  w i t h  an exterior  red pa in t  f o r m i n g  a p e r i m e t e r  .?-- k~: . 

4 , . 



l i n e  a t  Least  fou r  (4)  inches wide with printed leaends.  
"NO PARKING FIRE LANE" i n  not  l e s s  than-one f o o t  i e t t e i s  c . 1: ,... 

of one inch l i n e s  of t h e  same color  and type p a i n t :  pro-  I.,::,; b:: 
i, ! 

vided,  however, t h a t  where t h e  f i r e  lane is ad jacen t  t o  a  
c u r b  of four  (4) inch height i n  l i e u  of the foregoing  
legend s a i d  c u r b  may be painted red with sa id  e x t e r i o r  
p a i n t  and t h e  legends painted on the  curb in  b l a c k  and 
c l e a r l y  l e g i b l e .  Such legends s h a l l  be no more than f i f e y  
(50) f e e t  a p a r t .  I n  addition, metal s igns on p o s t s  s h a l l  
be posted bea r ing  t h e  aforementioned legend and near  such 
f i r e  l ane .  

The owner o r  person i n  charge of such s t ruc tu re  s h a l l  keep  
t h e  f i re  l a n e  c l e a r l y  marked and signed a t  a l l  t imes,  pro- 
vided,  however, t h a t  where s a i d  f i r e  lane is t o  be upon a 
pubLic s t r e e t  t h e  owner o r  person in  charge s h a l l  n o t  mark 
o r  des igna te  such a rea  but  s h a l l  make appl ica t ion  t o  t h e  
C i t y  f o r  such designat ion and marking. 

SECTION 2 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  '. 
. A. F r o n t  de f ined  - The term "f ront"  a s  used herein i s  de f ined  

.... ,.. a s  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  bui lding containing t h e  pr imary m 
en t r ance  way o r  ways. In the event a  s t ruc ture  con ta ins  e 

!* 
m u l t i - u n i t s  such  a s  a shopping center  or apartment complex & 
wherein t h e  s e p a r a t e  u n i t s  thereof  f r o n t  on more than  one 
s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  so much of  any s ide o r  a r e a  o f  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  con ta in ing  a  f ron t  o f  a  separate  u n i t  s h a l l  be 

I deemed t h e  " f r o n t "  of  such s t r u c t u r e .  In t h e  e v e n t  a 
s t r u c t u r e  h a s  u n i t s  f ront ing  on a l l  s ides ,  then a l l  s i d e s  
o f  such s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  be deemed a  f ron t  side.  

Entrance ways i n t o  a mall o r  a r e a  closed t o  v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c  
shall n o t  be  considered in  determining a f ron t  if more than  
one hundred ( L O O )  f e e t  from an area  designed f o r  v e h i c l e  
t r a v e l .  

Curb l i n e  def ined  - The tern1 "curb l i n e "  as used he re in  is - 
def ined  a s  a r a i s e d  por t ion  of  a  s t r e e t ,  d r ive  or parking 
a r e a  s e p a r a t i n g  such s t r e e t ,  d r l v e  o r  p a r k ~ n g  a r e a  from 
another  a rea  such a s  a  parkway, yard o r  open space  n o t  
designed f o r  v e h i c l e  use.  Such curb l i n e  may be t h e  c u r b  
O f  a  dedicated s t r e e t  and the l ane  adiacent t h e r e t o  Dro- " 
vided  he re in  may be  within such dedicated s t r e e t  provided 

. that  t h e  C i t y  so des igna tes  and marks such ax.- ......-.--.-- 
. . .  . . .  , . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  



3 C. Fi re  lane defined - The term " f i r e  lane" a s  used herein  
i s  defined as  a passage way fo r  f i r e  and emergency 
vehicles  and equipment and i n  addit ion t o  the loca t ion  
and width provided herein, is fur ther  defined a s  an area 
of pavement s u i t a b l e  fo r  vehicular  t r a f f i c  and s h a l l  be 
of a  qua l i ty  not l e s s  than the  dr ive  area for t h e  s t ruc tu re  
or remaining por t ion of dedicated s t r e e t  and s h a l l  extend 
t o  a  dedicated s t r e e t .  

SECTION 3. Purpose 

The purpose of t h i s  enactment is t o  provide unobstructed access t o  the 
en t ry  ways of multi-family s t ruc tures ,  shopping centers  and public 
assembly buildings fo r  f i r e  and emergency vehicles and equipment t o  
b e t t e r  p ro t ec t  the l i v e s  and property of the  inhabi tants  o f  the  City. 

. . 
SECTION 4 ,  Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or sec- 

t i o n  of t h i s  Ordinance be held t o  be  void o r  unconsti tut ional ,  the 
remaining provisions of t h i s  Ordinance sha l l  remain i n  f u l l  force and 
e f f e c t .  

3 SECTION 5.  Any person, firm o r  corporation v io la t ing  any of t he  
provisions of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  of a  
misdemeanor and upon conviction in t he  corporation Court s h a l l  be 
sub jec t  t o  a f i ne  not t o  exceed TWO Hundred ($200.00) Dollars for  
each offense,  and each arid every day such v io la t ion  continues sha l l  
c o n s t i t u t e  a  separate offense.  

SECTION 6. The f a c t  t h a t  a t  t he  present  time t h e r e  is no 
ordinance of t he  City of Mesquite, Texas, providing for t h e  establish- 
ment of f i r e  lanes c r ea t e s  an urgency and an emergency f o r  the  
immediate preservation o£ t he  public business, property, hea l th  and 
s a f e t y  and requires t h a t  t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  take e f f e c t  immediately 
from and a f t e r  i ts  passage and the publication of the  caption of said 
ordinance, a s  the  law i n  such cases  provides. 

. . . . . . .  . . 
~ W L Y  PASSED by the  City Council of the City of ~ e s q u i t e ,  Texas, 

on t h e  20th day of October A.D.,  1970. 

Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
.... ... 

.. 
Elland Arches .a< . 
City Attorney 




