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AN OmXNANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, PROHIBITING 
THE KEEPING O F  MORE THAN THREE (3 )  ADULT DOGS AND ONE (1) 
LITTER WITHIN THE csm: BY FURTHER LIMITING THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF DOGS, WHETHER ADULT OR PUPPIES, THAT MAY BE KEPT 
WITHIN TLlE CITY TO NOT MORE THAN TEM (10) DOGS; BY PROVID- 
ING DEFINITIONS: BY PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS: BY PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLA- 
TION I N  AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED lLWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200) 
AND DECLARSNG AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the increasing urbanization of the C i t y  of Mesquite 
makes t h e  keeping of an unlimited number of dogs within t h e  City 
incompatible with l i v ing  i n  a metropolitan area: and .- 

WHEREAS, t he  keeping of an unlimited number of dogs within 
t he  C i t y  cons t i t u t e s  an impairment t o  t he  enjoyment of property 
by l a r g e  numbers of  t h e  c i t i zens  of the City of Mesquite: and 

WHEREAS, the  keeping of an unlimited number of dogs within 
the Ci ty  cons t i t u t e s  a hazard to  the health and welfare of i t s  
inhabi tants .  

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TflE 1 C I W  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 
i 

SECTION 1. DEFfNf TLONS 
For t h e  purpose o r  t h i s  ordinance the following words shall 

have t h e  meanings below expressed: 

A. - Any animal of whatever s ize  o r  description that 
is genera l ly  categorized as belonging t o  the canine family. 

B. ADULT DOGS - Any animal a s  defined i n  "A" above which 
is  more than six (6) months of age. 

C. PUPPIES  - Any animal as defined i n  "A" above t h a t  i s  
l e s s  than s i x  (6) months of age. . .- 

D. LITTER - one o r  more puppies under six months of age. 

E. KEPT WITKIN THE CITY - The harboring or owning of dogs, 
they being permanently located or l iv ing  a t  any location within 
t n e  Ci ty  regardless of where s i tuated.  
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SECTION 2. KEEPING DOGS PROHXBITED ! 

,- THAT it s h a l l  b e  unlawful f o r  any person t o  keep within 1~ F '  
t h e  C i t y  L i m i t s  of t h e  C i t y  of Mesqu i t e  more than  t h r e e  (3 )adu l t  
dogs and one (1) l i t te r ;  t h a t  it s h a l l  f u r t h e r  be unlawful f o r  

I & b.. 
any person t o  keep wi th in  t h e  C i t y  more than t e n  t10) dogs. 
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r e g a r d l e s s  of whether such dogs are a d u l t s  or puppi- within t h e  1 
meaning of  t h i s  ordinance. 

SECTION 3. EXCEPTIONS 
THAT the  provis ions  of t h i s  ord inance  s h a l l  n o t  be appli-  

cable t o  any properly zoned v e t e r i n a r i a n  h o s p i t a l ,  ve te r inar ian  ' 

c l i n i c ,  kennel, or p l ace  of s c i e n t i f i c  research. 

SECTION 4.  SEVERABILITY 
THAT it is t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  C i t y  Council of  C i t y  of 

Mesquite,  Texas, t h a t  t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  ordinance be deemed 
s e v e r a b l e  and i n  the  event any such prov i s ion  be deemed inva l id  
o r  uncons t i tu t iona l  f o r  any reason, s u c h  i n v a l i d i t y  or unconsti- 
t u t i o n a l i t y  s h a l l  no t  a f f e c t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  ordinance o r  
any o t h e r  ordinance of t h e  Ci ty  of  Mesquite l e f t  standing. 

SECTION 5. PENALTY 
TEiAT any person who s h a l l  v i o l a t e  any of  t h e  provis ions of 

t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be  g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor and upon convic- 
t i o n  t h e r e f o r  s h a l l  be f ined  in  an amount not  to exceed Two 
Hundred Dollars ($200.00). 
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SECTION 6. EMERGENCY . . 
THAT the present  ordinances of t h e  Ci ty  of  Mesquite, Texas, 

are inadequate t o  r egu la t e  t h e  number of dogs t h a t  may .be kept  
w i t h i n  t h e  City. c o n s t i t u t e s  an urgency  and emergency i n  the 
i n t e r e s t  o f  the  publ ic  hea l th ,  s a f e t y  and we l fa re  and n e c e s s i t a t e s  
t h a t  t h i s  ordinance become ePEect ive immediately from and aEter 
i t s  d a t e  of passage and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of i t o  t i t le  as t h e  law 
i n  such cases permits. 

\ 

PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Council of t h e  Ci ty  of 
Mesquite, Texas, on t h i s  she  1 day of June, 1970. 

C i t y  Secretary 


