
ORDINANCE NO. 860 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

AN ORDINANCE O F  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, PRO- 
H I B I T I N G  THE KEEPING OF DANGEROUS ANIMALS WITHIN 
THE C I T Y  L I M I T S  O F  SUCH CITY BY PROVIDING DEFINI- 
TIONS; BY PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS TO THE PROHIBITPONS 
HEREOF: BY PROVIDING A S N E R A B I L I T Y  CLAUSE: BY 
PROVIDING A PEKALTY FOR VIOLATION OF AN AMOUNT NOT 
TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  AND DECLAR- 
ING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, B E  I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. D E F I N I T I O N S  

T h a t  for t h e  purposes of t h i s  Ordinance, "Dangerous Animals" s h a l l  
mean a l l  animals which a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  n o t  sub jec t  t o  domestication 
and including b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  a l l  poisonous r e p t i l e s  o f  whatever 
d e s c r i p t i o n .  

SECTION 2. DANGEROUS ANIMALS PROIiIBITED 

That it s h a l l  be a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  Qrdinance for  any person t o  keep 
dangerous animals, a s  hereinabove devined, w i th in  the City l i m i t s  O f  

the City o f  Mesquite. 

SECTION 3 .  EXCEPTIONS 

T h a t  the  p r o h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  no t  be applicable t o  t he  
keeping of any such  dangerous animals f o r  t h e  purpose of s c i e n t i f i c  
r e sea rch  o r  w i t h i n  the conf ines  of a we l l  regula ted  zoo o r  zoological 
garden s p e c i f i c a l l y  designed f o r  t h e  housing of  such animals. 

SECTION 4. SES7ERABILITY 

T h a t  it is t h e  i n t e n t  sf t h e  Ci ty  Council t h a t  t he  provisions o f  t h i s  
Ordinance be deemed s e v e r a b l e  and i n  t h e  event  any One such provision 
be declared i n v a l i d  or uncons t i tu t iona? .  f o r  any reason, such i n v a l i d i t y  

unconstitut&xdA& s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t hose  provisions hereoE l e f t  
s tanding .  

SECTION 5. PENALTY 

T h a t  any person who v i o l a t e s  t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  
be g u i l t y  of  a misdemeanor and upon conv ic t ion  thereof s h a l l  be fined 
i n  an amount no t  t o  exceed Two Hundred D o l l a r s  ($200 ,QQ) , .... . . . . . . . . .  .- 
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$52 . . . .  .. 

. . ~RDLNANCE/PAGE 2 

.~. . ,. ..->--* 
SECTION 6.  EMERGENCY 

That  t h e  p r e s e n t  Ordinances  o f  t h e  
prec lude  t h e  keeping o f  dangerous 
an urgency and an emergency i n  t h e  
s a f e t y  and wel fare  and n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  Ordinance t a k e  e f f e c t  
immediately from and af ter  its d a t e  of p a s s a g e  and t h e  p u r l i c a t i o n  of 
i ts cap t ion  as t h e  law i n  such cases  pe rmi t s .  

PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  Ci ty  Council  o f  the  C i t y  of  Mesquite, 
4 Texas, o n  t h i s  t h e  day of M a y  =A.D.,  1970. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 
A 

N o r m a  G .  M C G ~ U ~ ~  V 
V. C i t y  S e c r e t a r y  

APPROVED A S  TO FORM: 

W i l l i a m  R. S p r i n g f i e l d  
c i t y  Attorney 
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