
ORDINANCE NO. 7 4 1  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, TO BE XWOWN AS THE 
SIGN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE: BY PROVIDING FOR THE 
REP= OF SECTION 148-1 THROUGH SECSION l4B-59, INCLUSIVE, OF 
THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE; BY PROVIDING FOR THE 
REGULATION OF SIGN5 I N  ZONING DISTRICTS: BY PROVIDING FOR GENERAL 
SPECIFICATIONS : BY PROVIDING GENE= PROVISIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE USE AND ERECTION OF SIGNS: BY PROVIDING GENERAL PROHIBI- 
TIONS; BY PROVIDING EXEMPTIONS: BY PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF T H I S  ORDINANCE AND REQUIRING A PERMIT TO INSTALL; BY 
PROVIDING FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE TERMS HEREWITH AM) A PENALTY 
FOR VIOLRTION NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ($200.00) DOLLARS; BY 
PROVIDING DEFINLTIONS; BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILLTY CLAUSE: AND 
DECIARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THERESORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY M E  C I m  COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION I, 
TITLE - 

That t h i s  O r d i n a n c e  shall be k n o w n  as the Sign O r d i n a n c e  of the 
C i t y  of Mesqui te .  

REPEAL 

That Sections 148-1 t h r o u g h  148-59 of the C i t y  C o d e  of the C i t y  
of M e s q u i t e  shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

SECTION 1x1. 
ZONING DISTRICT C ~ S I F I C A T I O N S  

A. D i s t r i c t s  C l a s s i f i e d  

The f o l l o w i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  zoning district classifications are 
l i s t e d  i n  the order shown i n  the M e s q u i t e  Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e :  

........ 

1. "R-L" Single  P a m i l y  D w e l l i n g  D i s t r i c t  
2 .  "R-2" S i n g l e  F a m i l y  W e l l i n g  D i s t r i c t  
3. "R-3" S ing le  F a m i l y  D w e l l i n g  D i s t r i c t  
4. "D" D u p l e x  D w e l l i n g  D i s t r i c t  
5 .  "A" M u l t i p l e  F a m i l y  D w e l l i n g  D i u t r i c t  
6. "LR" Local R e t a i l  D i s t r i c t  
7. "C" C o m e r c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
8. "CB" C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s a  D i s t r i c t  
9. "I" Industry D i s t r i c t  

................................... ................ 
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rs. Application of Siqn Wpes and Special Requirements 

The type of signs permitted an6 specia l  requirements r e l a t i n g  
t o  s igns  i n  each zoning d i s t r i c t  a r e  described i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  b - 
I f  no l imi ta t ions  a re  se t  i n  the d i s t r i c t  sect ion,  then t he  
general  speci f ica t ions  fo r  that  type sign s h a l l  control .  ;.--. 

I 
1. "R-I" ,  "R-2", "R-3" Sinqle Family Dwellina Districtsi 

and 'ID" Duplex Dwellinq Dis t r i c t :  

a. Offs i te  Types 
(1) Pol i t i ca l  

b. 0- 
(1) Real Estate Sign - Types 1, 2 & 3 
(2) Bulletin Board o r  ~ d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Sign 

(a) No illuminated sign allowed 
(b) Maximum number per ownership - one 

1~ Signs fo r  uses permitted i n  a  Residential D i s t r i c t  by 
... .... , spec i a l  permit are t o  be determined by the  Ci ty  Council 
...-I 

a t  the  time of granting of the  special  permit. 

+ 2. "A" Multiple Family Dwellinq Dis t r i c t :  

a. Offs i te  Wpes  +: (1) Pol i t i ca l  
....... 

b. Onsite Types *. 
.+ . 

.:,... (I)  Real Estate Sign - Types 1 ,  2  & 3 
. (2) Bulletin Board o r  Sdentification Sign ... 

~ . i  
(a) Illuminated sign allowed 
(b) Maximum number per ownership - one per  

each s t r e e t  frontage. 
.-.* ,. 

3 .  "LR" Local Retail  Dis t r ic t :  
I *,. 
::* .e*: 4 b. a. 

Offs i te  Types GL 
(1) Pol i t i ca l  

; 
Onsite Types 

. - 
( I f  Real Estate Sign - Types 1, 2 & 3 
(2) Bulletin Board o r  Ident i f ica t ion Sign 

....... 
gig. (a) Maximum number - one per s t r e e t  frontage 

(3) Ground Signs permitted as follows: 
.-*., ( a )  property fronting on I n t e r s t a t e  Highway - 
4 Maximum number - one per ownership 1. (b) On commercial developments of two acres  

or more - Maximum number - one per cwner- 
ship or  one fo r  each 300 f e e t  of s t r e e t  

.......... . . ----.-- Trontage u n d e r  one ownership. ..... 

-b." -2- 
+' 
, , .. *. "a. 

. . . . . . . . . .  -* 
(r' 

.- A=-m.." ,-...,-. . -.... . ..--. . . . . . .  . . .  , . . .  ..................... 

................................. . .r.,... - .-.. ..r...r,rr*.<! 
... . . . .  ..... . . 

... 
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(4) Pole Signs 
(a) Maximum number p e r  ownership- one 

pe r  s t r e e t  frontage or one f o r  each 
300 fee t  of street frontage. 

( 5 )  Wall Signs 
(6) Projecting Signs 

(a) Maximum number per occupancy - one 
(b) No sign may extend over public property 

( 7 )  Marquee signs 
(a) No s ign  may extend over public property 

( 8 )  illuminated Signs 
(9) Portable Signs 

(a )  Limited t o  drive-in f a c i l i t i e s  only. 
(b) Maximum number - t w o  

(10) h a f f i c  Directional Signs  on Parking Lots 
( 11) Window Signs 

4. "C" Commercial Zoninq D i s t r i c t  

a. Offs i t e  T v ~ e s  
(I) P o l i t i c a l  

b. Onsite Types 
(1) Those s igns  permitted i n  t h e  "LR" D i s t r i c t  

s h a l l  be permitted i n  t h e  " C "  Commercial 
D i s t r i c t .  

(2)  Roof Signs 
(a) Maximum number p e r  bui lding - one 

S. :CBn Central Business D i s t r i c t  
:. j 

a. Offs i t e  Tvpes 
(1) P o l i t i c a l  

b. 
.(I) Those s igns  pennit tea fn t h e  *C" Commercial 

D i s t r i c t  s ha l l  be pormftted i n  the  "CB" 
Central  Business D i s t r i c t .  

. . . . . . . .  ..... . . . .  &&project ing Signs . .~ - ~ ..-.-.-- - 
( a )  Maximum number per occupancy - one 

pe r  s t r e e t  f rantage. 

6. "I" ~ n d u i t r y  D i s t r i c t .  

a. Offs i t e  Types 
(1) P o l i t i c a l  

b. Onsite Types 
- 7 1 )  Those s igns  permitted i n  the "C" Commercial 

D i s t r i c t  s h a l l ' b e  permitted i n  the  "I(" 
Enduetry Diet r ie t .  

. . . . . . . .  . . .  



SECTION I V .  
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 

kc-. .. 
A. B u l l e t i n  Board o r  Ident i f icat ion Siqn Requirements: )pkk 

1. Maximum Area - 40 square f e e t  
2. Minimum S e t  Back - one-half dis tance from bui lding l i n e  

to  property l ine.  
3. ~aximum' Height - 10 fee t  
4. Sign may be attached t o  bui lding.  

B. Ground Siqn Requirements: 

1. For property located on I n t e r s t a t e  Highways: 

a. Maximum Area - 370 square f e e t  
b. Maximum Height - 50 f e e t  
c. Minimum Se t  Back - 25 f e e t  from proper ty  l i ne  
d. Minimum Distance to  Other Signs - 60 f e e t  
e. Minimum Distance to  Resident ia l  Zoned Property - 60 feet 
f .  There s h a l l  be an open space of at Least three f e e t  i n  

height  between the ground and t h e  bottom of such ground 
sign. 

2. Areas o t h e r  than locations on I n t e r s t a t e  Highways: 

a. Maximum Area - 200 square f e e t  
b .  Maximum Height - 30 f e e t  
c. Minimum S e t  Back - 25 f e e t  from p rope r ty  l i ne  
d. Minimum Distance to  Other Signs - 60 f e e t  
e. Minimum Distance to  Resident ia l  Zoned Property - 30 f e e t  
f. There s h a l l  be an open space of a t  l e a s t  th ree  f e e t  i n  

he igh t  between the ground and t h e  bottom of such ground 
sign. 

C. Marquee Siqn Requirements: 

1. No p a r t  of s ign  shall  p ro j ec t  more t h a n  12 inches from 
any face  of  a marquee. 

2 .  Sign s h a l l  b e  constructed out  of incombust.ible mater ia l s .  
. . . . .  ~ ---- 

3. A t t r ac t ion  boards having interchangeable l e t t e r s  and 

. .: b u i l t  a s  i n t eg ra l  part  of a marquee s h a l l  not  exceed 
.... seven f e e t  i n  height nor 30 f e e t  i n  length. .... 
. . ,..:.. . 

4. Sign s h a l l  no t  project any c loser  than  within one foo t  
of  any curb. 

"' p l 
I .  . 

4- ... ............. - .*.---.-- -,-,... .- .......... - . 
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D. Pole S ign  Requirements: 
. ~ -. . .  . . . . . .  C I Z  

1. Maxiturn Area of Sign Face - 60 square feet  

2. Maximum neight - 25 feet  

-4 3. Minimum Distance t o  Other Signs - 30 fee t  

4. Minimum Distance from Bottom of the  Sign Face t o  
Ground - 10 f ee t  

5. Minimum Distance t o  Residential Zoned Property - 30 feet 

6. Maximum Distance from Outer Edge t o  Outer Edge i n  
Any Direction - 1 2  fee t  

7 .  Face of sign may ro ta te  a t  not more than eight (8) 
revolutions per  minute. 

- 1  E. P o l i t i c a l  Siqn Requirements: 

Permission s h a l l  be granted as a special privi lege for  the 
', erection of p o l i t i c a l  advertising signs on private property 

>. 
only with t he  owner's consent. The sign s h a l l  not exceed 

" 1 th i r ty-s ix  (36) square feet .  
r .l . . 

w j F. Proiectinq S i cm Requirements: 

1. No par t  of any projecting sign sha l l  be less  than 
nine f e e t  above the  sidewalk immediately below, 
nor nearer than one foot from the back of the s t r e e t  
curb. 

2. Every projecting sign sha l l  be hung a t  an angle of 
90° w i t h  the face  of the building t o  which it is  
attached, except when placed a t  the  corner of a 
building so a s  t o  be  seen from t w o  s t ree t s .  

. - . . . - . .  ......-. .......... 
3. Maximum length measured fleom face of building t o  - - - ..--- -. -. -.outer edge of sign - 7 fee t  

4. Sign s h a l l  not extend t o  any greater  height than the 
building t o  which it is attached. 

I G- Real Estate Siqn Recruirements: 

1. Permission s h a l l  be granted as  a specia l  ti 

t o  home builders t o  erect  temporary d i r e  
. .~ . . .  Y 



_ &r. week-end advestising. Signs shall '  n o t  be placed . . 
e a r l i e r  than 1:00 p.m. Friday and s h a l l  be removed 
no l a t e r  than 1:00 p.m. Monday. If signs a r e  l e f t  
Later than t h i s  time, they w i l l  be picked up by t h e  
City of Mesquite forces and kep t  for  redemption f o r  
a period of th ree  (3)  days. Thereafter,  the signs 
w i l l  b e  destroyed. 

2. Temporary signs pertaining t o  t he  s a l e  o r  r e n t a l  o f  
property s h a l l  no t  exceed eighteen (18) square f e e t  
i n  a r ea  and s h a l l  per ta in  only t o  t he  proper ty  on 
which they a r e  located, b u t  s h a l l  be  removed by t h e  
agent o r  owner immediately upon the s a l e  or r en t a l  
of t h e  premises: except, t h a t  a sign not  exceeding 
four sguare f ee t  i n  area and displaying t h e  leasing,  
ren t ing  or s e l l i n g  agent 's  name, address and phone 
number along with the word "Sold" may remain on the  
property; provided, however, t h a t  no s ign adver t i s ing  
the  s a l e  o r  l ease  of any premises sha1.l adver t i se  
t h e  premises fo r  a purpose f o r  which it is not  
l ega l ly  zoned. 

3. One l a rge r  sign announcing o r  describing a legal ly  
approved subdivision or  development may be temporarily 
erected on each approved p l a t  o r  development, provided, 
however, t h a t  such sign s h a l l  not exceed two hundred 
(200) square f e e t  i n  area  and provided, however, t h a t  
t h e  locat ion of such s ign s h a l l  be approved by the  
Building Off ic ia l .  It s h a l l  be placed s o  as not  to 
i n t e r f e r e  with t h e  occupancy o r  any use of t he  l o t s  
i n  t h e  subdivision, and it shal2, be xemoved upon t h e  
completion of the sa le  of 90% of the l o t s  or dwellings 
i n  t he  subdivision: o r ,  if t h e  builder or developer 
s o  des i res ,  he  may post a performance bond with t he  
City of Mesquite i n  the amount of $300.00 insur ing 
t h a t  t h e  s ign w i l l  be removed 30 days a f t e r  t he  
Building Inspection Department has given f i n a l  inspec- 
t i on  t o  the  Last l o t  or dwell ing i n  t he  subdivision. 
One such tempwxary sign s h a l l  be allmred for each s i d e  
of t he  subdivision o r  development exposed to a r t e r i a l  
o r  mafor streets. 

B. Roof Sicm Requirements: 
. ..,:..I . 
:. 

.., . . 
1. Maximum Height Above Roof - 30 fee t  

3.1 
,t :) {, 2. Maximum Area - 80 square f e e t  

............. .. ........................ 

............. -6- . . . . . . . . .  -- 
.>-. ... 
..y 

-. 
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. , . .. 

3 .  NO p a r t  of any roof sign s h a l l  b e  loca ted  wi thin  
four  PeeC of any outs ide  wall.  ~. 

4. The roof of  any bu i ld ing  upon which a s ign  i s  
e rec ted  s h a l l  be  covered with f i r e - r e t a rdan t  
roof ing  mater ia l .  

5. Minimum ~ i s t a n c e  from Bottom of  Sign t o  Surface of 
Roof - 6 f e e t  

I. W a l l  Sicrn Requirements 

1. Height may not exceed t h e  roof l i n e  by more than 
t h r e e  f ee t .  

2. Maximum V e r t i c a l  Height - 6 f e e t  

3. No p a r t  of t he  s ign  s h a l l  be more than 12 inches 
from the  face of the  wall.  

GENERAL PROVISIONS & REQUIREMENTS 

A. Construction Materials  i n  F i re  Zones 

S igns  i n  f i r e  zones s h a l l  be  of incombustible mater ia l s  o r  
approved combustible mater ia l s  as  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  Building 
Code of t h e  Ci ty  of Mesquite. 

B. S iqn Area Measurement 

Sign a r e a s  s h a l l  be measured a s  follows: 

1. Square o r  rectangular  s igns  - length times he igh t  of 

2.  I r r e g u l a r  shaped s igns  - area o f  r ec t ang le s  o r  
t r i a n g l e s  o r  combination thereof  necessary t o  enclose 
t h e  sign face. 

.---.--- . ~ , . 

3 .  Sign composed s f  individual  cut-out  l e t t e r s  - sum of 
area of rec tangles  o r  t r i a n g l e s  necessary t o  enclose 
each letter. 

C. Measurement of Distance 

TJhenever minimum d i s t ance  between s i g n s  is ind ica ted ,  t h i s  
means hor izonta l  d i s t ance  measured from t h e  po in t s  as  i f  each 

-7- 
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D. Obstructinq Exits, Windows, Etc. 

No s ign  s h a l l  be erected o r  maintained i n  such a manner that 
any por t ion of i t s  surface o r  supports w i l l  i n t e r f e r e  i n  any p iL;. 
way with t h e  f ree  use of any f i r e  escape. ex i t ,  stairway o r  
f i r e  equipment, o r  obstruct  any required ven t i l a to r ,  door or 
stairway. N o  s ign sha l l  obst ruct  t he  free use of any window 
on t h e  premises. 

E. Information on Siqns 

Every sign hereaf ter  erected s h a l l  have painted i n  a conspicuous 
p l ace  thereon, i n  l e t t e r s  no t  l e s s  than one inch in  he igh t ,  
the  d a t e  of erection,  the permit number, voltages,  and name of 
maker or e rec tor .  

I F. Desisn Requirements 

Al l .  s i gns  s h a l l  be designed and constructed t o  wind pressures  
as out l ined i n  t he  Building Code of t he  C i ty  of Mesquite. 

: I G. phstruc'cinq Traff ic  V i s ib i l i t y  a t  Corners 

On any corner l o t  on which f ron t  and s i d e  yards are required,  c 
( -. . ..&.. 

no obs t ruc t ion  greater  than one foot  i n  diameter or width i s  + permitted v e r t i c a l l y  between th ree  and one-half f e e t  and ten  
f e e t  above t h e  curb grade i n  a t r i ang le  formed by legs  of 
for ty  f e e t  extending hor izontal ly  i n  each direct ion from the  
property corner. 

H. Maintenance 

A l l  s i gns  and advertising s t ruc tu re s  s h a l l  be maintained i n  
good and s a f e  s t ruc tura l  condition, shall. be painted on a l l  
ex t e r io r  p a r t s ,  unless coated o r  made of r u s t  r e s i s t i b l e  
mater ia l ,  and sha l l  be maintained i n  good condition of 
appearance. I f ,  upon inspection by t h e  Building O f f i c i a l ,  
a  s ign is  no t  found t o  conform t o  the  above, writ ten notice 
s h a l l  be given t o  the owner giving the  owner t h i r t y  days t o  
e i t h e r  put t h e  sign i n  acceptable condit ion o r  remove t h e  sign.  

........... . .  ..... .- . . . .  ___- . . . . .  

I. Removinq Obsolete Siqns 

A19 s igns  r e l a t i n g  t o  a product no longer available for  . . ,  
purchase by t he  public and a l l  s igns r e l a t i n g  t o  a business  I; 

which is  closed o r  has moved away s h a l l  be removed o r  t h e  p .-- adver t is ing copy sha l l  be removed; and painted wall  s i gns  
shall. be painted over with a color t h a t  resembles o r  matches 



. . 

the w a l l .  Sf the  owner of,  o r  person responsible for the  30 
sign, or i f  t he  tenant  closing the business, f a i l s  t o  remove 
or pa in t  over the s ign ,  the  owner of the  premises sha l l  be rn responsible and the work s h a l l  be  dona within t h i r t y  days 
£oliowing the  date  of obsolescence. 

J. Sisns Not t o  Consti tute Traff ic  Hazard 

To obtain and secure reasonable t r a f f i c  s a f e ty ,  it sha l l  be 
unlawful fo r  any person t o  erect  or maintain any f lu t ter ing,  
undulating, swinging, ro ta t ing  beacons, or any sign with 
in termit tent  f lashing l i g h t s  or with l i gh t ing  interruptions 
of less than f ive  second intervals .  No s ign  s h a l l  be erected 
or  maintained in  such a manner as  t o  be Likely t o  in terfere  
with, obs t ruc t  the  view o f ,  o r  be confused with any authorized 
t r a f f i c  sign, s ignal  o r  device. No sign s h a l l  make use of 
the words "Stop", "GO", "slow", "Danger" or any other similar 
word, phrase, symbol o r  character o r  employ any red, yellow, 
orange, green or  o ther  colors  o r  l i gh t  i n  such a manner a s  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  with,  mislead or confuse t r a f f i c .  

SECTION VT. 
GENERAL PROHIBITIONS 

. .... ;;.i A. ~ l a c i n q  ~ i q n s  on poles, Trees, Etc. : . ,  

No person s h a l l  a t t ach  OX maintain any sign upoil any public 
u t i l i t y  pole or s t ruc tu re  or t ree .  

" I 8 .  Placina Sisns on Public S t r ee t s  o r  Public Property 

1 N o  person s h a l l  place,  e r ec t  o r  maintain o r  cause the 
placing, erect ing o r  maintaining of any s ign  upon .any publio 
r i gh t  of- way or public area. 

..-. .,..; 
j:.:.. C. Siqns on Fences 
.... - 

No person s h a l l  pa in t  a  sign ox at tach a s ign ,  other than an 
iden t i f i ca t ion  sign, t o  the  outside of a fence or a wall 

-. which i s  not a s t r u c t u r a l  p a r t  of a building,  whether or not  

@ on the property - l ine .  
"-. 

. . . . . . . . . .  i d i  
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SECTTON V I I .  

The provisions of t h e  Sign code, except those regulations 
r e l a t i n g  t o  s a fe ty ,  sha l l  n o t  apply t o  the  foLlowing type 

1. Inside  signs not defined as window signs. 

2. Of f i c i a l  no t ices  of any court or public off ice  and 
l ega l  no t i ce s  posted. 

3. Traf f ic  s igns  or  other signs erected o r  maintained 
by a governmental body o r  agency. 

4. Special  event signs on or  over public property when 
permitted by t h e  City Council. 

5. S t r e e t  number signs not exceeding one squaxe foot.  

B. Sicrns Exempt From Permit and Fee Provisions 

The following type signs s h a l l  be subject t o  the provisions 
of t h e  Sign Cede, b u t  no permit and no permit fee sha l l  be 
required:  

1. A l l  r e a l  e s t a t e  signs 

2 .  Signs not exceeding one square foot 

3. e s l i t i c a l  s igns  

4. Temporaxy construction signs designating the  architect ,  
e..gineer or contractor  and other fac t s  re la t ing t o  
t he  s t ruc tu re  under construction. These signs sha l l  
be  removed immediately upon completion of the work. 

.-.--.-........ 1, .Dn-s i te  directional .  s ign6  not exceeding eight square 
f e e t ,  provided such s igns  do not contain advertising 
and are  not  used as  such. Placement of such signs 
must be approved by t h e  Building Official .  



SECTION Vl.11. 
...... .4 ADMINISTRATION & PERMITS 

. .  
' 2 3  

I . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ . . _  ___-- . . . .  . ... ....... . - >- .*. .... " .rr;t 

A. Outdoor Advertisinq Business License Required ... ,,.** ..... 

An outdoor adver t i s ing  business l icense  must be obtained 
p r i o r  t o  engaging i n  such business within t he  Ci ty  of  Mesquite. 

B . Requirements fo r  License 

No person, f i rm o r  corporation sha l l  i n s t a l l ,  e r e c t  o r  maintain 
any s i g n ,  ox cont rac t  f o r  such service,  u n t i l  such person, f i r m  
o r  corporat ion has applied t o  the  Building Inspect ion Department 
f o r  a l i c ense  t o  i n s t a l l ,  e r e c t  and aa in ta in  s iqns ,  and u n t i l  b 

I 
- 

such l i c e n s e  has been approved and issued. 

C .  License Fee 

The f ee  fo r  such l i cense  sha l l  be twenty-four ($24.00) d o l l a r s  
per  year  payable on t h e  f i r s t  day of January of each year.  
Or ig ina l  License taken out  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  day of January s h a l l  
be prora ted  t o  a minimum of 510.00. 

D. License Bond - 
""1 No l i cense  f o r  t he  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  erect ion and maintenance of 
J s igns  s h a l l  be issued t o  any person, firm or  corporat ion u n t i l  

such person. f irm or  corporation has f i l e d  with t h e  Ci ty  
Secretary  a su re ty  bond i n  the  sum of f i ve  thousand ($5,000.00) 
d o l l a r s .  Such bond s h a l l  be approved by the Ci ty  Attorney and 
s h a l l  b e  conditioned f o r  t he  installation and e r e c t i o n  of s igns  
i n  accordance with t he  Ordinance of t he  City sf Mesquite and 
t h e  laws of t h e  S t a t e  of Texas, and s h a l l  provide f o r  t he  
indemnification of the  City of Mesquite, f o r  any and a l l  . 
damages or  l i a b i l i t y  which may accrue against  it by reason of 
f a u l t y  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  e rec t ion ,  demolition, r e p a i r ,  removal o r  
de fec t s  i n ,  o r  co l l apse  o f ,  any sign fo r  a period Of one year 
a f t e r  e r ec t ion  and f o r  such period of time t h a t  such s ign is  
maintarned or serviced by o r  under t h e  d ~ r e c t ~ o n  o f  t he  maker 
of such bond. Such bond s h a l l  fu r ther  provide f o r  t h e  indem- 

- .  ' - n i f i ca t ion  of any person, firm o r  corporation who s h a l l ,  
while upon pub l i c  property or i n  any p u b l ~ c  place ,  incur  damage 
f o r  which t h e  p r i n c i p a l  named i n  the bond is Legally l i ab le .  

: / 3.  Cancel la t ion of License 

The l i cense  of any sign contractor  may be cancelled by the  
. .  Ci ty  Manager upon the  recommendation of the Building Of f i c i a l ,  

when such cont rac tor  p e r s i s t e n t l y  v io la tes  t he  requirements of  
. . ....-..... .---- - --.--..- 



+his code. Conviction i n  Corporation Court, whethet appealed 

o r  anyone ope ra t ing  h i s  shop unt i l  a l l  such v io la t ions  have 
been cor rec ted .  Upon correct ion of t h e  v io la t ions ,  t h e  
c o n t r a c t o r  ' s l i c e n s e  may be renewed, provided the contractor  
f u r n i s h e s  an a d d i t i o n a l  bond i n  the amount of f i v e  thousand 
( $ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  d o l l a r s  guaranteeing compliance, and t h a t  t h i s  
Compliance Bond is  renewed for  two years  following t h e  renewal 
o f  the l i cense .  

N o  s i g n  s h a l l  b e  e rec ted ,  relocated, posted, painted o r  
maintained,  and no adver t i s ing  s t ruc ture  s h a l l  be erected, 
r e l o c a t e d  or maintained by any person without first having 
a pe rmi t  from t h e  Ci ty ,  except as provided i n  Section vl1. 
E l e c t r i c a l  s i g n s  s h a l l  a l s o  require e lec t r ica l .  permits. 

1. P lans  s h a l l  be submitted showing the s ign  locat ion,  
s i z e ,  type, he ight ,  construction mater ia l s ,  a r ea  
and such o t h e r  information a s  the  Building Of f i c i a l  
s h a l l  requi re .  

2. When requi red  by the Building O f f i c i a l ,  p lans  s h a l l  
be prepared by a regis tered professional engineer 
o r  a r c h i t e c t .  

13. S%qn Permit  Fees 

The fee s h a l l  be f i v e  ($5.00) dollars f o r  a l l  permitted signs. 
All p u b l i c  schools  and churches shall  b e  exempt from paying 
s i g n  permi t  fees .  

I. Late Fee 

When a s i g n  i s  erec ted ,  placed or maintained o r  work s t a r t ed  
the reon  before obta in ing  a s i g n  permit, t h e r e  s h a l l  be a l a t e  
f e e  e q u a l  to  twice t h e  amount of the s i g n  permit f ee .  The 
l a t e  fee does n o t  excuse f u l l  compliance with the  Sign Code 
p rov i s ions .  

.- . J. Permit Expirat ion }..** r. 

a4 .., . ( E!  
. . A p e r m i t  £or  a s i g n  s h a l l  expire  i f  the wc.rk is not s t a r t ed  b 

At  

w i t h i n  sixty days, nor completed within on% hundred and 
..........- +.-. .,-..- . . . . . . . .  ........................... 
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twenty days a f t e r  work i s  commenced, and a new permit s h a l l  
be required before beginning or completing the  work. 

K. Void Pennits 

Any permit is  void i f  it i s  i s s u e d  i n  conf l i c t  with the 
provisions of t h e  Sign Code. 

SECTION IX. 
ENFORCEMENT & PENALTY 

A. Viola t ions  and Pena l t i e s  

Any person, f i r m  o r  corpora t ion  v i o l a t i n g  any of  t h e  provisiona 
of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor and, 
cpon c o w i c t i o n  thereof ,  s h a l l  be fined any sum no t  to exceed 
1'WO HUNDRsD ($200.00) DOLLARS, and each day's v io la t ion  there- 
of s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  offense. 

R. 3oard o_f_ Adiustment 

The Board of Adjustment, pursuant  t o  the  same power and 
au thor i ty  and i n  accordance wi th  t h e  same procedures o f  the  
Zoning Qrdinance,  may g r a n t  s p e c i a l  exceptions a s  t o  t h e  
loca t ion  and s i z e  of permit ted s i g n s  as tequired by t h e  
provis ions  of t h e  Sign Code, b u t  may not  grant any o t h e r  
t y p e  variance or s p e c i a l  except ions  t o  t h i s  Code. 

C. C i t y  Council 

If it appears t h a t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  Code would work 
a manifest i n j u s t i c e  o r  an unnecessary hardship, a person 
may appeal t o  t h e  City Council for a variance from t h e  
provis ions  o f  th is  Code, except  those  outlined under . 
Paxagraph 8 ,  Sec t ion  I X  - Board of Adjustment. 

9. Non-Conforminq Exist inq Sian 
...... ~- - ~ ~ ~~ 

ALL signs, except  po r t ab le  s i g n s ,  lawfully in  ex is tence  a t  
t h e  date  o f  adopt ion o f  t h i s  ordinance may continue t o  be  
used  and r e p a i r e d  but  n o t  a l t e r e d  or moved u n l e s s  they 
s h a l l  be made t o  conform wi th  the provisions of t h i s  
axdinance. I f  a non-conforming s i g n  is removed o r  de- 
s t royed ,  any new s ign  o r  r e b u i l d i n g  of exiet ing s ign  must 
sonform to the Sign Code. . . . . . . . . . .  :..;.A' 

P o r t a b l e  s i g n s  s h a l l  conform t o  t h e  provisfona of Sect ion ............ --.:. I 
-- 'Paragraph 8 ,  3b(9) upon passage o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

........... . . . . . . . . . . .  - 13- 
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DEFINITIONS 
. . . . . . . . . 

A. f idver t i s ina  Sicm - A s ign  r e l a t i n g  to: . . ".+ ." 

. *<, 3.. a bus iness  a c t i v i t y ,  use o r  service not  conducted 
on t h e  premises upon which t h e  sign i s  placed. 

<ii 
, :I .. 

2 .  a  groduct  not sold ,  handled, produced or  fabricated 
on t h e  same premises upon which the s ign is placed. 

8. Bil lboard - An advert ising sign.  

C. auildincr Line - A l i n e  established by zoning provisions of 
t he  Mesquite Zoning Ordinance, beyond which no p a r t  of a  
p r i n c i p a l  bu i ld ing  o r  s t ruc tu re  may be erected.  

D. Buildincr O f f i c i a l  - The o f f i ce r  o r  other persons within t he  
City of Mesquite charged with the administration and enforce- 
ment of t h e  Sign Ordinance. 

. ~ 

E. Bul le t in  Board o r  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n ~ s i ~ ~  - A sign:  
~'5.. 

1. l i s t i n g  church services 
\ 

. . .. 2. a d i r e c t o r y  sign identifying the  use of o r  Listing 
.w. .+,. t h e  names, use and location of the var ious  services, 

, ,.:. o f f i c e s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  within a  building o r  group 
. .~ of bu i ld ings  of:  +.. 

a. a public o r  semi-public use 
h. a cha r i t ab l e  use 

. , 
c. a professional  o r  semi-professional use 
d. a medical center 
e. a c l i n i c  o r  hosp i ta l  
f. an apartment building 

I 
I?. Business Siqn - A s ign r e l a t i ng  to:  

1. a bus ines s ,  a c t i v i t y ,  use o r  service  conducted 
on t h e  premises upon which t h e  sign is plac . . . .  . ~ . . . .- -- .---- -u- 

2. a  product  sold ,  handled, produced, or Pabsi 
on t h e  premises upon which the  sign is placed. 

G.  Drive-In F a c i l i t x  - Ei ther  a  se rv ice  s t a t i o n  or drive-in 
grocery s t o r e .  

I.1. - To b u i l d ,  construct ,  a t t ach ,  hang, place,  euapend, 
o r  a f f i x  and s h a l l  a l so  include t h e  painting of signs on 

... . . &he e x t e r i o r  sur face  of a building o r  s t ruc ture .  . . .  

-14- 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I, Ground Siqn - A s ign  not at tached t o  any bu i ld ing  and 
supported by u p r i g h t s  o r  braces o r  some ob jec t  on the  

is a type  of free-standing s ign ,  n o t  a po le  

J. I l luminated S iqn  - A sign Lighted by or exposed t o  a r t i -  
f i c i a l  l i g h t i n g ,  e i t h e r  by l i g h t s  on t h e  s ign o r  d i r ec t ed  
toward t h e  s ign .  

K. Marquee - A permanent roofed s t r u c t u r e  a t tached t o  ancl 
supported by a bui lding.  

L. Marquee Siqn - A business sign: 

1. a t tached  t o ,  ox 

2.  painted on, o r  

3. i n sc r ibed  on, 

4. p a r t l y  o r  f u l l y  supported by and made an  i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of a marquee. 

8 .  outdoor Adver t is inq Business - A person, f i r m  o r  corporat ion 
who manufactures, erects, r epa i r s ,  maintains o r  p a i n t s  out- 
door s igns  which a r e  at tached t o  bui ldings  or  a d v e r t i s i i g  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  o r  who manufactures, e r e c t s ,  r e p a i r s  o r  maintains 
outdoor a d v e r t i s i n g  s t ruc tu re s ,  and who p laces  o r  s e rv i ces  
such outdoor s i g n s  o r  s t ruc tu re s  on premises no t  owned by h i m .  

ea-standing s ign  supported by a s i n g l e  
aving no guys o r  b races  t o  the ground 
r than t h e  pole.  

1. r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e l ec t ion  of a person t o  pub l i c  o f f i c e .  

2. r e l a t i n g  t o  a p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty .  
-- --..---- 

ex t o  'be voted upon a t  an  e l e c t i o n  
c a l l e d  by a publ ic  body. 

P. Portable Siqn - Any s ign supported by t h e  ground, b u t  not  
being a t tached  t o  t h e  ground or  okher ob jec t  and no l a r g e r  
than four f e e t  i n  he igh t  o r  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  width. 

s t ruc tu re .  

. .  -... -................... -- 

. . . . . . .  . .-, ,.... ,: 
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R. Real E s t a t e  Siqn - A sign:  

1. giving d i r e c t i a n  t o  property f o r  sa le .  o r  fo r  r en t ,  
or fo r  lease. 

2. placed upon a property advertising t h a t  pa r t i cu l a r  
property for  sale, o r  fo r  rent ,  o r  fo r  lease.  

3. placed on the  premises of t he  area out l ined i n  an 
approved p l a t  of a subdivision, adver t is ing the  
s a l e  of l o t s  within sa id  subdivision. 

S. Roof Siqn - A s ign which i s  erected upon, over, o r  above a 
roof of a building. 

T. Wall Siqn - A sign: 

l.. attached to ,  

2. painted on, o r  ......... 

3. erected aga ins t  a w a l l  o r  parapet wall  of a bui lding 
or s t ruc tu re  with the  exposed face of t h e  sign i n  a 
plane p a r a l l e l  t o  the  plane of the wall .  Neon tubing 
at tached d i r e c t l y  to a wall surface s h a l l  b e  considered 
a w a l l  s ign.  

U. Window Siqn - A sign placed on the ins ide  of a window, 
covering not more than f i f t y  per cent  of the t o t a l  window area.  

SECTION XI. 
SEVERABILITY 

That it is hereby declared to  be the in ten t  of t he  Ci ty  Council 
t h a t  t he  provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance be  deemed severable ,  and 
i n  the  event  any such 
inval id  for any reason, 
s h a l l  n o t  e f f e c t  those 

SECTION X I I .  
EMERGENCY 

j That t h e  present  ordinancesof the  City of Mesquite a r e  inadequate 
QK to  proper ly  regula te  the  erect ion and use of s igns  wi th in  t h e  fm, 
* .  City of Mesquite, Texas, c rea tes  an urgency and an emergency i n  
b. '. 
.. -1. 



the interest of the public health, safety and welfare and 
necessitates that this ordinance take effect  immediately from 
and after i ts  date o f  passage. 

PASSED AND APPROVEb by t h e  City Council of the City of Mesquite, 
Texas, t h i s  the 20 day of May , 1968. 

. . 




