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----. ORDINANCE NO. 682  

AN ORDINANCE O F  T5E CITY O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS, REPEALING CHAPTER 
19 O F  THE MESQUITE CITY CODE, AND PROVIDING AS FOLLOWS: MAKLNG 
I T  UNLAWFUY., FOR RNY PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION TO PERMIT WEEDS, 
BRUSH OR ANY OBJECTIONABLE OR UNSIGHTLY MATTER TO GROW TO A 

I 
HEIGHT GREATER THAN TWELVE (12) INCHES WITHIN ONE HUNDRED F I F T Y  
(150) F E E T  OF ANY PROPERTY LINE: PROHIBITING THE GROWTH O F  CULTI-  

VATED CROPS WITHIN THE RIGHT O F  WAY O F  ANY PUBLIC STREET OR EASE- 
MENT: MAKING I T  THE DUTY OF ANY PERSON TO CUT ALL SUCH WEEDS,ETC.; 
PROVIDING THAT THE CUTTING OF THE WEEDS EVERY THIRTY ( 3 0 )  DRYS 
CONSTITUTES COMPLIANCE WITN T H I S  ORDINANCE; MAKING I T  UNLAWFUL 
FOR ANY PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION TO ALLOW THE ACCUMULATION 
OF STAGNANT WATER, RUBBISH, TRASH, CARRION AND FILTH: PROVIDING 
FOR NOTICES TO OWNERS OR OTHER PERSONS VIOLATING THE TERMS O F  
THIS O R D X N ~ C E :  AUTHORIZING THE crm TO CUT SUCH WEEDS AND BRUSH, 
AND TO REMOVE STAGNANT WATER, RUBBISH, TRASH, CARRION AND FILTH: 
PROVIDING FOR A CHARGE TO BE LEVIED AND COLLECTED I F  SUCH WORK 
I S  DONE BY THE CITY AND CHARGE THE COST TO THE OWNERS O F  SUCH 
PROPERTY; PROVIDING THAT THE CHARGES SJBiLL BECOME A L I E N  TO B E  
LEVIED AND COLLECTED BY THE C I T Y  TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR; PROVID- 
I N G  i: SAVINGS CLAUSE: AND MAKING AND PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUh'DRJD ($200 .00 )  DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE AND 

C( DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

I BE I T  ORDAINED BY TSE CITY COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

S e c t i o n  1. It s h a l l  b e  unlawful f o r  any person owning, 
c la iming ,  occupying o r  having supe rv i s ion  or c o n t r o l  of any r e a l  
p rope r ty ,  occupied o r  unoccupied w i t h i n  t h e  corpora te  l i m i t s  o f  
t h e  c i t y ,  t o  permit weeds, brush o r  any ob jec t idneb le  o r  u n s i g h t l y  
m a t t e r  to  grow t o  a g r e a t e r  he ight  than twelve inches  upon any 
such r e a l  property within one hundred f i f t y  f e e t  of any p r o p e r t y  

, 
. ~ 

Pine. It s h a l l  be the  duty of such person t o  keep t h e  a r e a  from 
* ,  t h e  l i n e  of h i s  property t o  t h e  cu rb  l i n e  nex t  ad jacen t  t o  it. ' i f  t h e r e  be a curb l i n e ,  and if n o t ,  t h e n  w i t h i n  t e n  f e e t  o u t s i d e  

t h a t  p r o p e r t y  l i n e ,  f r e e  and c l e a r  of t h e  mat te r  r e f e r r e d  t o  above. 

- ." A l l  vege ta t ion  not  r egu la r ly  c u l t i v a t e d  and which exceeds twelve  
i n c h e s  i n  he igh t  s h a l l  be presumed t o  be ob jec t ionab le  and u n s i g h t l y ,  ... 

w~ excep t  t h a t  regular ly  c u l t i v a t e d  c rops  s h a l l  n o t  be  allowed t o  grow 
w i t h i n  t h e  r i g h t  of way of any pub l i c  s t r e e t  o r  easement, b u t  

a .. s h a l l  be k e p t  mowed t h e  same a s  provided above. 

S e c t i o n  2. DUTY O F  PROPERTY OWNER TO CUT OR REMOVE. E t  s h a l l  

;yzj be  t h e  du ty  of any person owning, claiming, occupying or having 
..,. s u p e r v i s i o n  o r  contxol of any real proper ty ,  as provided i n  t h e  
j n e x t  preceding  sec t ion ,  t o  cu t  and remove a l l  such weeds, b rush  . . .  - and o therobjec t ionable  o r  uns ight ly  mat te r  a s  o f t e n  aa  may be  

"3 
necessa ry  to comply w i t h  t h e  next  preceding sec t ion ;  provided, 
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t h a t  t h e  removing and c u t t i n g  same a t  l e a s t  once i n  every 
t h i r t y  days s h a l l  be deemed a compliance with t h i s  ordinance 

La-, 

and every person s h a l l  use every precaut ion to  prevent the  same 
gxowing on such premlses s o  a s  t o  become a nuisance. 

.: I- 
&' 

Sect ion  3. DUTY OF PROPERTY OWNER 'SO REMOVE STAGNANT 
WATER, RUBBISH, TRASH, CARRION OR OTHER IIGURF: OR UNWHOLESOME 
MATTER. I t  s h a l l  be the  duty of any person owning, claiming, 
occupying o r  having supervision o r  c o n t r o l  of  any r e a l  property,  
occupied o r  unoccupied, within t h e  corpora te  l i m i t s  of the  C i t y  
of  Mesquite t o  keep suc'. property owned by him f r e e  from stag- 
nant  water, rubbish,  t r a s h ,  f i l t h ,  c a r r i o n  o r  other  impure or 
unwholesome mat te r  of any kind, and t o  keep t h e  sidewalks i n  
f r o n t  of t h i s  proper ty  f r e e  and c l e a r  of t h e  same; and, t o  f i l l  
up, d r a i n  o r  regrade any l o t s .  ground o r  yards which s h a l l  be 
unwholesome o r  have s tagnant  water there in :  and, t o  cleanse 
and d i s i n f e c t  any house, bui ld ihg ,  establishment,  l o t ,  yard o r  
ground from rubbish, t r a sh ,  f i l t h ,  c a r r i o n  or other  impure or 
unwholesome matter of  any kind. 

Sect ion 4. NOTICE TO OWNER TO REMOVE, ETC.; 'REMOVAL BY 
CITY UPON FAFRILURE OF OWNER TO DO SO. I n  t h e  event t h a t  any 
person owning, claiming, occupying o r  having supervision o r  
c o n t r o l  of any r e a l  property occupied o r  unoccupied wi th in  t h e  
co rpora te  l i m i t s  of t he  c i t y  f a i l s  to comply with t h e  provis ions 
of Sec t ions  1, 2 and 3, it s h a l l  be t h e  duty of  the  C i ty  t o  
g ive  t e n  (10) days '  n o t i c e  i n  wr i t ing  t o  such person v io la t ing  
t h e  terms of t h i s  ordinance or by l e t t e r  addressed to such per- 
son a t  h i s  p o s t  o f f i c e  address  o r  by publ ica t ion  two times 
8:rithin t e n  consecut ive days i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  o f f i c i a l  newspaper. 
I f  such person f a i l s  o r  re fuses  t o  comply with the  provisions 
of Sec t ions  1 ,  2 and 3 wi th in  ten  (LO) days a f t e r  d a t e  sf n o t i f i -  
c a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  by letter o r  d a t e  of second publ icat ion of 
n o t i c e  i n  t h e  C i t y ' s  o f f i c i a l  newspaper, t h e  City may go upon 
such proper ty  and do o r  cause t o  be  done the  work neces:-:ary t o  
ob ta in  compliance wi th  t h i s  ordinance, and may charge the ex- 

-v'"penses incurred i n  doing o r  i n  having same done, t o ' t h e  owners 
s f  such property as  provided hereaf tex  i n  compliance with 
A r t i c l e  4436, Revised C i v i l  S t a t u t e s  of Texas, a s  wended. 

! 
Sect ion 5. FAILURE TO COMPLY W1TI-I REMOVAL NOTICE. Any ::I person, f i rm o r  corpora t ion  who s h a l l  f a i l  t o  comply with the  

Notice a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  preceding sec t ions  s h a l l  b e  subjec t  
-:.'to a f i n e ,  upon convic t ion  i n  t h e  Corporation Court, of not  

more than  Two Hundred ($200.00) rmllaxs.  and each and every day 
.... ? - t h a t  t h e  premises s h a l l  remain i n  a condi t ion  i n  v io la t ion  of 
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the terms o f  this ordinance s h a l l  cons t i tu t e  a separate offense. 
This s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be i n  addi t ion t o  and cumulative of the pro- 

. , v i s i o n ~  f o r  the  abatema?t of t h e  sa id  nuisance and charging the  ? . . .  

c o s t  of same a g a i n s t  t h e  owner of the  premises by the  City. 

Sec t ion  6. CHARGE TO BE LEVIED AND COUECTED fF WOW 
DONE BY CITY. The expenses incurred b y  the City of Mesquite pur- 
suant  to the c o r r e c t i n g  of conditions a s  s e t  for th i n  t h i s  ordi- 
nance, s h a l l  be  charged t o  and become a l ien  on t h e  r ea l  e s t a t e  
o r  l o t  o r  l o t s  upon which such expense is incurred. Such charges 
t o  be l e v i e d  s h a l l  be  as follows: 

(a)  A l l  l o t s  up t o  12,000 square f e e t  $15.00 
~ l 1  l o t s  12,000 square f ee t  t o  

one a c r e  25.00 
Each add i t iona l  acre o r  pa r t  

thereof  2.00 

I n  t h e  even t  t h a t  t h e r e  are abs t ruc t ions  such a s  rocks, trees, 
shrubs,  bushes, excavations,  foundations of demolished s t ruc tu res  
or o t h e r  impediments, an addi t ional  charge can be levied, assesMd - 

1 and c o l l e c t e d  a g a i n s t  such premises f o r  the ac tua l  cost  r e su l t ing  
I from t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  expenses incurred therefrom. 3 

(b) Sn the  event t h a t  it becomes necessary for the  
C i t y  of Mesquite t o  go upon property and do o r  cause to  be done 
t h e  work necessary t o  seek compliance with Section 3, above, 
t h e  actual expenses incurbed s h a l l  be charged, Levied, assessed 
and c o l l e c t e d  a g a i n s t  such property. 

Sec t ion  7. CHARGES TO BECOME A LIEN M BE LEVIED AND 
COLLECTED BY !rxiE C X m  TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR. The charges pro- 
vided fox i n  th is  or8inance s h a l l  be levied. assessed and col lec ted  
by t h e  Tax Aaeeasor-Collector of  the C i ty  of Mesquite. 5n the, 
even t  t h e  owner of sa id  premises upon which work was done and 
charges  incurred  f a i l s  or refuses  to  pay such charges and expenses . ~ . ~ ~ ~ . .  
w i t h i n  t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  the  f i rs t  day of the month follw- 
ing the one i n  which t h e  work was done, the Tax Assessor-Collector 
s h a l l  f i l e  with the County Clerk of Dallas County. a statement 
by t h e  C i t y  Manager s e t t i n g  out the  expenses that the City has 
incur red  pursuant  to t h e  proviaions of t h i s  ordinance, and t h e  
C i t y  of Mesquite s h a l l  thereby pe r fec t  a privileged l i en  on the 

3 proper ty  involved, second ~ n L y  t o  tax  l i e n s  and l i e n s  for . ~ .. ..:. ,. d,: , :.-. strocst  improvements, t o  secure t h e  expenses incurred: together 
w i t h  t e n  (10%) percent  i n t e r e s t  fxpm t h e  date such payment was 

. .- due. For any such expenditurea and i n t e r e s t ,  as aforesaid. 
s u i t  may be i n s t i t u t e d  and Eorecloaure had i n  t he  name of t h e  
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o r  a c e r t i f i e d  copy thereof,  s h a l l  be prima fac ie  proof of t h e  
amount expended fo r  any such work o r  improvements. 

Section 8. Should any word. phrase, sentence, c lause  o r  
paragraph o r  sec t ion  of t h i s  ordinance be declared or held t o  
be i l l e g a l  o r  unconst i tu t ional  t h e  same sha l l  no t  a f f e c t  t h e  
remaining words, phrases, sentences, clauses, paragraphs o r  
sec t ions  of t h i s  ordinance which s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  force 
and e f f e c t .  

Section 9. REPEALING INCONSLSI'ENT ORDINANCES. A l l  ordinances 
or: p a r t s  thereof inconsis tent  herewith are hereby repealed. 
Chapter 1 9  of t h e  Mesquite City Code i s  hereby s p e c i f i c a l l y  
repealed.  

Section 9. WHEREAS, t he  f ac t  t h a t  there is not  an  ordinance 
of t h e  City of Mesquite, Texas, adequately contralZing or  pxo- 
viding f o r  t h e  cu t t i ng  and removal of weeds, brush or objection- 
able o r  unsight ly  matter ,  and the removal of s tagnant  water. 
rubbish, t rash,  ca r r ion  or  other impure or unwholesome matter,  b.1 c r e a t e s  an urgency and a n  emergency and i n  the preservat ion of .:.:.?i t h e  publ ic  hea l th ,  s a f e ty  and welfare, requires t h a t  t h i s  

*" ! 
i 

ordinance s h a l l  take e f f e c t  immediately a f t e r  i t s  passage as 
t h e  l a w  i n  such cases provides. 

.n., 
i 1 DULY PASSED by the  City Council of the City of Mesquite, 

Texas, on t h i s  t h e  19 day of June, 3967. 
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