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ORDINANCENO. 659 
AN ORDINANC&OF THE CITY OF MBSQUITE,.TEXAS,' PROHIBITING 

TEIE OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHICLE FROM DISREGARDING T~CE INSTRUCTIONS 
OF A POLICE OFFICER;. PROHIBITING A MOTORIST FROM FLEEIN6 PROM OR 
RACING A POLICE OFFICER TO PREVENT.'JXE RECEIPT OF A'TRAFFIC . 
CITATION OR TICKST; PROVIDING POI? A PENALTY AND . DECL4RING.AN . 

EMERGENCY. . . . . . 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CTTY COUNCIL OF. XHB ,CITY OF  
b iEsQUITE ,  TEXAS: 

Section 1. No person operat ing a motor vehicle on the 
s t r e e t s ,  ' a l l eys ,  publ ic  ways, thoroughfares, p r i v a t e  roads open 
t o  t h e  public, park d r i v e s  o r  o ther  places where vehicles  t r ave l ,  
within the City s h a l l  f l e e  from o r  seek t o  evade a pol ice .0fPicer  
a f t e r  having received an ind ica t ion  e i t h e r  by the  blinking of 
red l i g h t s ,  t he  whdstling of a s i r e n  or  the  motioning by  t he  
of f iee r  t o  the motor is t  t o  h a l t  o r  t o  move t o  t h e  s ide  of t h e  
s t r e e t  o r  disobeying any o the r  p l a i n  and unmistakable indicat ion 
that  t h e  o f f i ce r  is attempting t o  s top  t h e  motor is t ,  o r  for  the 
purpose or preventing t h e  r e c e i p t  by the  motoriet of a t r a f f i c  c i t a -  
t ion o r  t i cke t ,  o r  i n  an attempt t o  evade a r r e s t .  

Section 2. That t he  provisions oi t h i s  ordinance or  
subsection s h a l l  be deemed cwnu'kative of t he  provisions and 
regulations contained i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Mesquite Ci ty  Code, save 
and except, t h a t  where t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance axe i n -  
consistent  or i n  c o n f l i c t  with t h e  provisions of t h e  Mesquite 
C i t y  Code, then t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  prevail.  

Section 3. That any person  v io la t ing  any of the pro- 
visions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed gu i l t y  of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction the reo f ,  s h a l l  be f ined  not t o  exceed the  
sum of $200.00 fo r  each offense,  and each and every such viola-  
t ion s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a s epa ra t e  offense. 

Section 4, It  is hereby declared t o  be the in ten t ion  
of the C i t y  Council t h a t  t h e  s ec t ions ,  paragraphs, sentences, 
clauses and phrases of. t h i s  ordinance are severable,  and if 
any phrase, c lause ,  sentence,  paxagraph or sec t ion  oY t h i s  
ordinance s h d l  be declared unconst i tu t ional  o r  i n v a l i d  by the  
valid judgment o r  decree  01 any c o u r t  of competent jur iodic t ion,  . . 
such uncons t i tu t iona l i ty  or i n v a l i d i t y  s h a l l  not a f f e c t  any of 
the remaining phrases,  c lauses ,  sentences,  paragraphs and 
sect ions  of t h i s  ordinance,  s i n c e  the  same would have been en- 
acted by the Ci ty  Council without t he  incorporation in  t h i s  
ordinance oi any such uncons t i tu t iona l  o r  inva l id  phrase, clause,  
sentence, paragraph or  sec t ion .  



S e c t i o n  5. WHEREAS, it is the.-opinion of the  C i t y  
, Counci l  t h a t  r e c e n t  occur rences  on t h e  s t r e e t s  of t h e  City of  

'?I Mesquite have endangered the l i v e s  of it's ' c i t i zens  and t h e i r  
p rope r ty  .and t h a t  pubxic convenient% and necessity r equ i r e s  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n . . o £  more e f f e c t i v e  enforcement measures and 
t h a t  t h i s  ord inance  c r e a t e s  a n u r g e n c y  and an emergency i n  t h e '  

?-I immediate p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  peace, health,' s a f e t y ,  ' 
. . I  :., comfort  and g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance . "  
jl,l 

s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  the passage and 
i t  is accord ingly  s o  orda ined .  . . 

DULY PASSED by the C i t y  Council o i  the  Ci ty  of 
Mesquite,  Texas, t h i s  t h e  7 day O f  November - .  , 1966. . . . . 


