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ORDINANCE NO. 496 

AN QRDINANCb: OP TIIE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMRNDING . CHAPTER lo ,  ABTICLs V, SECTION 10-47..0F THE MESQUIWCITY 
CODE. OF 1960 SO A S  TO REEULA'I'X THE WED OF MOTOB VERICLES 
UPoN TIlE 8-TS &VD 1LttEYS WITHIN THE .CORPORATE LIMITS OF a 

TW CITY OF MES8UITX; PROVIDZNG POI2 A PENALTY N O T  TO.FXC- 
w o  IW- WLLABS ($zoo ,oa) FOR EACH. O ~ S E ;  . d ~ )  D E C L ~ B ~  
XNO m ~ ~ G E B G E N C Y .  

BE IT ORDAJNH) BY TIfE CITY COUNCIL OF TflE CITY OF 
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. ' That c h a p t e r  10, A r t i c l e  V, Sect ion  10-47 
of t h e  Mesquite C i t y  Code. of 1960 is hereby amended s o  PP t o  
h e r e a f t e r  r e a d  as follows: 

: Sec t ion  10-47. speeds Obher than  Beasonable and Prudent  
Unlawful. 

No person  s h a l l  opera te  a mdt& v e h i c l e  on any 
street wi th in  t h e  co rpora te  l i m i t s  of t h e  C i ty  of Mesquite, 
Texas, a t  a. speed g r e a t e r  than is reasonab le  and prudent  
under t h e  cond i t ions  then e x i s t i n g  having  regard  t o  t h e  

I a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  hazards when approaching and cross- 
ing  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  or a railway g rade  cross ing;  when 
approaching and  going around a .curve; when approaching a . h i l l  crest; when t r a v e l l i n g  upon a narrow o r  winding 
roadway; o r  when s p e c i a l  hazards e x i s t  wi th  respect. t o  
p e d e s t r i a n s  o r  o ther  t r a f f i c  or .bx r e a s o n  of weather or 
street cond i t ions ;  and i n  every event ,  speed s h a l l  be s o  
c o n t r o l l e d  an% may be necessary to a v o i d  co$l id ing  w i t h  
any person,  v e h i c l e  o r  o the r  conveyance on or  e n t e r i n g  
t h e  street i n  compliance w i t $  l e g a l  requirements  a n d  the  
duty of  a l l  persons  t o  use  due care. 

S e c t i o n  10-47.1. Speeds Greater Than 30 W H  Not 
Reasonable o r  Prudent .  .. 

When no' s p e c i a l  hazard e x i s t s  that; r e q u i r e s  lower 
. speed  Emr. compliance wath See t ian  10-47 of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  

. . . . . . .  -.no person  sha l l ,  ope ra t e  or d r ive  any motor  or o t h e r  vehi-  . c2e on  any s t r e e t  wi th in  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  of the 
Ci ty  o f  Mesquite, Texas, i n  an urban d i s t r i c t  as h e r e i n  

. defined,  a t  a g r e a t e r  speed.t&n t h i r t y  (3Q) miles per 
hour, u n l e s s  o therwise  provided by subsequent  S e c t i o n s  Of 
this article, and any speed i n  excess  ,oi' t h i r t y  (30) m i l e #  
p e r  hour ,  u n l e s s  otherwise provided by subsequent seot iong 



"1 
14 of *is article, s h a l l  be prima f a c i e ' e v f d e n c e  t h a t  
-.<;;I . . t he  speed is not r e a s o n a b l e  o r  grudent  and ie unlawful. L. ' 

I' 

Section 10-47.2. Determinat ion of Maximum Speed Limits.  Ib' -. 
(a) The City Manager o f  t h e  Ci ty  of  Mesquite s h a l l  

determire on t h e  b a s i s  of engineering and t r a f f i c  sur-  
veys the  reasonable  a n d  s a f e  m a x i m u m  speed l i m i t s  f o r  
each street within the c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesquite and  submit recommendations based on h i s  inves- 
t i ga t ion  t o  the Ci ty  Counci l  o f  t h e  Ci ty  of Mesquite. 

(b) .On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e c o w e n d a t i o n s  of t h e  
City Manager, t h e  C i t y  Council  may alter t h e  prima f a c i e  
maximum speed  l i m i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Sec t ion  10-47.1 of 
t h i s  o rd inance  a s  t h e  Counci l  may deem necessary,  

Section 10-47.3. P o s t i n g  of  Speed L i m i t  Signs. 
-. 

The C i t y  Manager s h a l l  p o s t  t h e  maxim& and minimum 
speeds set  f o p t h  i n  t h i s  ordinance by a p p r o p r i a t e  s i g n s  
i n  conspicuous p l a c e s  so that every moto r i s t  may be >$I 4 .:+ aware 09 t h e  speed l i m i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h i s  ordinance,  

i except no s i g n  s h a l l  be requ i red  where t h e  maximum speed 
l i m i t  is t h i r t y  (30) m i l e s  p e r  hour and w h e r e , t h e r e  is 
no minimum s p e e d - l i m i t  on  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  street. 

C 
4 ,:,.I 

Section 10-47.4. Minimum Speed Regulations.  
( I 

(a) NO person shal l  d r i v e  a motor v e h i c l e  a t  such 
a slow speed  zs t o  impede t h e  normal a n d  reasonable  
movement of  t r a f f i c ,  excep t  when reduced speed  is neces- 
sary f o r  s a g e  opera t ion  ox i n  compliance w i t h  t h e  law. 

$, (b) The City Manager OX t h e  City of  Mesquite may 1 determine on t h e  .basis of an engineering and traffic 
inves t iga t ion  t h a t  s l o w  speeds on any p a r t  of a aatreet, 
highway or a l l e y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  impede t h e  normal and 

.. , reasonable movement of t r a f f i c  within t h e  c o r p o r a t e  
.. ?. .......... i m i t s  o Z  the City o f  Mesquite and submit recommen.&ia.~>g 

-'<, 
seed upon h'is i n v e s t i g a t i o n ' t o  t h e  Ci ty Council. 

, . (c) On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  recommendatzions of t h e  C i ty  ..-, ..~ Manager, t h e  City Counc i l  may -determine and declare a 
, . 
-,. minimum speed  l i m i t  t h e r e a t  o r  theraon and when appro- 

p r i a t e  s i g n s  a r e  erected giv ing  n o t i c e  .of such minimum 
speed l i m i t ,  no person  sha l l  d r i v e  a v e h i c l e  below t h a t  
l i m i t  except  when necessa ry  f o r  e a f e  ope ra t ion .  o r  i n  .:-. .-.-..-*... 
compliance w i t h  t h e  l a w ,  
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, Section 10-47.5. School Zones, 
-. . NO person s h a l l  ope ra t e  a motor o r  any other vehic le  
in any. school t r a f f i c  zone at a g r e a t e r  speed than 
twenty (20) m i l e s  per hour and any speed i n  excess of 

! . . . . .  . . twenty 120) m i l e s  per hour s h a l l  be prima facie evidence 
t h a t  t he  speed is d o t  reasonable  o r  p ruden tana  i t  is 
unls,wful. . The -Ci ty  Manager , s h a l l  des ignate  school 
traffic zones w i t h  appropr ia te  street markings and s igns ,  
The weed l i u i t  des igna ted  f o r  school, t r a f f i c  %ones s h a l l  
be e f f ec t ive  only  .at such t i m e s  as appropriate signs ad- 
vis ing motorists  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  o r e  placed in  conspicuous 
places. 

. # 

Section 10-47.6. Authoriead Emergency Vehicles. - When 
Speed B e s t r i c t i o n s  Not Applicable,. 

The speed l i m i t a t i o n s  set f o r t h  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  s h a l l  
not apply t o  an au tho r i zed  emergency veh ic le  when respond- 
ing  t o  an emergency call ,  or when used i n  the pursui t  of 
an a c t u a l  o r  suspected v i o l a t o r  of the  Law, or when 
responding to but not  upon r e tu rn ing  f r o m  a f i r e  alarm, 
and t h e  d r iver  thereof  sounds aud ib l e  s i g n a l  by bell ,  s i ren  
or  exhaust whis t le ,  and/or when such emergency vehicle is 
equipped with a t  least one l i g h t e d  lamp exhibit ing r e d  
l i g h t  v i s i b l e  under normal atmospheric conditions from a 
d is tance  of 500, feet to the Sront  o f  such vehicle; except 
i n  no event s l l a l l  an ambulance opera t ing  aa an authorized 
emergency vehicle  exceed a speed of 10 miles  per  hour 
greater than t h e  au thor ized  posted speed l i m i t s  on t h e  
rou te  of t r a v e l  of such ambulance. This p r o v i s i ~ n  s h a l l  
not r e l i eve  t h e  d r i v e r  of an author ized emergency vehicle  
from the  duty t o  d r i v e  wi th  due regard f o r  the sa fe ty  of 
a l l  persons us ing t h e  street, nor  s h a l l  i t  protect  t h e  
d r ive r  of any such v e h i c l e  from t h e  consequence of a reck- 
less disregard of t h e  ~ a f e t p ~ o f  others. 

Section 10-47.7, Ra i l road  Trains. 
. . . . . . .  

No person s h a l l  ope ra t e  or run or cause t o  be operated 
or run within t h e  c o r p o r a t e ~ l i m i t e  of t h e  City of Mesquite 
any r a i l road  engine, car o r  t r a i n  of c a r s  a t  , a grea te r  ...... . .-.-. -- 
rate of speed than is s a f e  and prudent. 

Section 10-.47,8. Speed Rqs t r i c t i ons .  
I,. , . ~  . . c : ,  

No person s h a l l  ope ra t e  or d r i v e  a motor o r  other 
vehic le  on the  fol lowing designated streets a t  a greater  
speed than t h e  speed designated f o r  t h a t  s t r e e t  or p a r t i  

.. , .  _ . . . . .  _.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - . . . . . . . . . . . .  - . - - -  - ---*----- . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ............ . ~ 



. . . . . . . . . . .  .-. . ....... ......- ........... - - 
of t h a t  s t r e e t  aa s e t  f o r t h  b e l ~ w  i n  t h i s  sec t ion ,  and 
any speed i n  excess  of  t h e  limit set f o r t h  i n  t h i s  see- 
. t ion  s h a l l  be  prima f a c i e  evidence t h a t  such speed is 
neither reasonable  nor prudent  and is unlawful, 

S t ree t  - 
i3elt Line -ad 

Belt Line W a d  

. . 

, . 
South Galloway 
Avenue 

North ~a l lowa i  
Avenue 

.- --. --. ...- -- ..... ..... Belt Llne Road 

- ten t  speed @PHI 
- .  - 

From t h e  s o u t h  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  
no r th  to  a p o i n t  100 feet 
sou th  of t h e  sou th  ouxb l i n e  
a t  Uhi tehurs t  S t r e e t  and 
Bel t  Line Road 

. , 
From a p o i n t  LOO f e e t  south  
of the s o u t h  curb l i n e  of 
m i t e h u r s t  Street and Bel t  
U n e  Road, n o r t h  on B e l t  Line 
Xoad or South Galloway Avenue 
to a p o i n t  50 f e e t  south of 
t h e  s q u t h  c u r b  l i n e  of 
Borchardt Street and South 
Galloway Avenue 35 

=om a point ,  50 f e e t  south  of 
t h e  s o u t h  c u r b  l i n e  of 
Borchardt S t r e e t  and South 
Galloway Avenue, nor th  t o  a 
p o i n t  SO feet nor th  of t he  
no r th  cu rb  l i n e  of Kearney 
S t r e e t  and North Galloway Avenue 30 

From a p o i n t  50 feet no r th  of 
the n o r t h  c u r b  l i n e  of Kearney 
Stireet and North Galloway Avenue, 
nor th  to  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
N o r t h  Galloway Avenue, G u s  
Thomasaon Road, Grubb Drive and 
B e l t  Line  Zoad aan t inu ing  no r th  
from s a i d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  on B e l t  
Line Boad to  a poin t  200 f e e t  
nor th  o f  sakd in t e r sec t ion  35 

prom a p o i i t  200 eeet  nor th  of 
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of B e l t  L i n e  
Road, North Galloway Avenue, Gus 
Thomasson Road and Grubb Dxive, 
nor th  to  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c i t y  l i m i t  45 



, . . .,. . . ~ ,  
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. . .  

. . , :  

OaGes Drive  F r o m  t h e  west c i t y  l i m i t ,  e a s t  
t o  t h e  east c i t y  l i m i t  

F r o m  t h e  west c i t y  l i m i t  a t  
LaPrada h i v e ,  s o u t h  to a p o i n t  
100 feet .south of t h e  sou th  curb  
l i n e  of Jane  S t r e e t  and Gross 

F r o m  t h e  n o r t h  c u r b  l i n e  of 
Samuel l  Boulevard and  Town East  
Boulevard f n a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  t o  the  e a s t  c i t y  l i m i t  35 . .  . 
F r o m  t h e  w e s t  c i t y  l i m i t ,  e a s t  
to  a p o i n t  where Samuel1 
Boulevard becomes, the South 
Service Road 'of U. 6. Bighway 80 45 

. .~ 1. ~ ~ . .. ~ ~ .. . . ~ ~ ~ .  ~ --- ~ . . ~  
G r o s s  Road F r o m  a p o i n t  '100 feet south  of 

t h e  sou th  curb  l i n e  of  Jaue 
Street and Gross Road, south  t o  
a p o i n t  '100 feet n o r t h o f  t h e  

' n o r t h  curb ' l i n e  of Gmbb Drive 
and  Gross Road 



.~ ......-.- . . ... . . . . . , . . 
. . . Extent  -speed -ti) 

&yene Road From t h e  i n t k r s e c t i o n  of 
'Mi l i ta ry  Parkway east t o  a 
p o i n t  lOO..feet w e s t  of t h e  
weat c u r b  l i n e  of Carmack 
S t r e e t  a n d  Scyene  Road 

Mi l i t a ry  Parkway From t h e  i u ' t e r s w t i o n  of 
Scyene R o a d  east t o  a po in t  
100 f e e t  west of t h e  w e s t  
curb l i n e  of Carmack S t r e e t  

M i l i t a r y  Parkway Piom.the west ' c i t y  l i m i t ,  e a s t  
to t h e  i n t e r s e c t l o n  sf Scyene 

Soyene Road &om t h e  west c i t y  l i m i t ,  e a s t  . . ' to  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Mil i t a ry  
. . . . . . . 

Sam Houston From t h e  s o u t h  c i t y  l i m i t s  
no r th  t o  t h e  n o r t h  c i t y  l i m i t s  

no r th  t o  t h e  s o u t h  curb l i n e  
of  M i l i t a r y  Parkway a n d  Hickory 
he.e  mad 

and Bruton Road 

Bruton R o a d  

. , ,  ..< .,,..- ~, . .  . .  

-.- 
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.. . .. 
' ~~~~~ . . ~ .  



Street 

East Main From a poin t  100 f e e t  east 
Street of t h e  e a s t  curb l i n e  of 

Blorence S t r e e t  and East W i n  
S t ree t ,  e w t  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
e a s t  c i t y  l i m i t  on Eas t  Main 
S t r ee t  (or Scyene Boad) 

S t a t e  Highway From t h e  sou th  cu rb  l i n e  of 
352 Scyene Road and S t a t e  Highway 

352 southeas t  t o  a  p o i n t  200 
f e e t  sou theas t  of s a i d  c u r b  
l i n e  40 

State Highway Prom a poin t  200 f e e t  sou theas t  
352 of t h e  south curb f i n e  of Scyene 

Boad and S t a t e  Highway 352, east 
and north to the  e x i s t i n g  n o r t h  
c i t y  limit 50 

Section 10-47.9. Definit ion of Urban D i s t r i c t .  

A n  urban d i s t r i c t  as deflned here in  meone the  
t e r r i t o r y  contiguous t o  and including any highway or 
street which is bu i l t  up  with s t r u c t u r e s  devoted to 
business, industry ox dwell ing houses s i t u a t e d  at  
i n t e r v a l s  of  l e s s  than one hundred feet f o r  a dis-  
tance of ace-fourth (1/4) m i l e  o r  more. 

SECTION 2. That any pexson v i o l a t i n g  any o f  t h e  provi- 
s ions  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction i n  corporation cou r t  s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  a  
f i n e  not t o  exceed Two Hundred Dol lars  ($200.00) f o r  each 
offense. 

SECTION 3. The f ac t  t h a t  t h e  present  ordinances of the 
City of Mesquite a r e  inadequate t0 r e g u l a t e  t h e  speed of motor 
vehicles  upon t h e  s t r e e t s  and highways of t h e  C i t y  c r e a t e s  an 
urgency and an emergency, and i n  t h e  p re se rva t ion  o f  t h e  public 
health,  s a f e ty  and welfare r equ i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  
take e f f e c t  immediately Trom and after its passage atld t h e  pub- 
Licatlon of t h e  caption as t h e  l a w  and chap te r  i n  such cases - 

provide, 


