
ORDINANCE NO. 453 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REGULRTIONS OF SIGNS 
CONSTRUCTED AND MAINTAINED WITHIN THE crm LIWTS OF 
MESQUITE, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS : PROVIDING FOR PERMITS ; 
SPECIFYING GENERAL AND DETAILED REQUIREMENTS : PROVIDING 
FOR ALTERATION AM) REPLRCEMENT OF S I G N S ?  PROVIDING FOR 
A LICENSE, BOND AMD PERMIT FEES : PROVIDING FOR APPEALS, 
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTXES ; REPEALING ORDINANCES I N  CON- 
FLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CI!TY O r  MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

PERMITS - NO s i g n  of any character other than those l i s t e d  
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h  s h a l l  be erected on t h e  ground, ox sus- 
pended f r o m  or a t t a c h e d  t o  any building or s t ruc tu r e ,  u n t i l  a 
p e r m i t  fox  such w o r k  h a s  been i s sued  by the B u i l d i n g '  Inspector. 
Signs of a n y  c h a r a c t e r  w h i c h  are not specifically provided Sox i n  
t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  be erected o n l y  by special permission f r o m  the 
C i t y  C o u n c i l .  

A p e r m i t  sha l l  n o t  be required for  any of t h e  f0110~ing  
types of signs: 

A. N o n - i l l u m i n a t e d  s igns  painted d i rec t ly  on the  w a l l  
of a b u i l d i n g .  

B. W o n - i l l u m i n a t e d  w a l l  s igns  not over two (2)  'feet i n  
h e i g h t  o r  ten ( 1 0 )  square feet i n  area w h e n  constructed 
i n  c o n f o r m a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of Section ZV, 

- -. - - - - . . - . -.-* 
and when  erected f l a t  against  t h e  face of! a bus iness  
or public b u i l d i n g .  

C. N o n - i l l u m i n a t e d  w a l l  s igns,  no t  over one ( 1 )  square 
foot i n  area, displaying t h e  name and profession of 
the o c c u p a n t  of the  building. 



. . 

D. Non-illuminated w a l l  or ground s i g n s  , adve r t i s ing  
t h e  s a l e ,  l e a s e ,  o r  r e n t a l  of t h e  premises  on which 
such s ign  is l o c a t e d ,  when such s i g n  is  e r e c t e d  i n  a 
bus iness  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t  and does  n o t  exceed 
n ine ty - s ix  ( 9 6 1  s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  a r e a ,  o r  when such 
s i g n  is  e rec t ed  i n  a d w e l l i n g  o r  apa r tmen t  d i s t r i c t  
and does not exceed e i g h t e e n  (18) s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  area.  

E. Non-illuminated p o r t a b l e  s i g n s  s u p p o r t e d  by frames 
or  p o s t s  not exceeding f i v e  ( 5 )  feet  i n  h e i g h t  or t h r e e  
( 3 )  f e e t  i n  width and when such  s i g n  i s  used for t h e  

, premises on which it i s  l o c a t e d .  

F. A l l  s i gns  e r e c t e d  by t h e  Munic ipa l ,  S t a t e ,  o r  
Fede ra l  Government f o r  t h e  purpose of  p u b l i c  i n s t ruc -  
t i o n ,  s t r e e t  o r  highway d e s i g n a t i o n ,  c o n t r o l  of  t r a f f i c  
and s i m i l a r  uses i n c i d e n t a l  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t s .  

G. All s igns  of  a warning ,  d i r e c t i v e ,  or ins t ruc -  
t i .0nal nature  e r e c t e d  by a p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  o r  t rans-  
p o r t a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which o p e r a t e s  unde r  a fran- 
c h i s e  from .the C i t y  of Mesquite p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  use of 
p u b l i c  property for  the d i s p l a y  o f  such  s i g n s ,  pro- 
v ided  such s igns  s h a l l  be  deemed by t h e  D i r e c t o r  of 
P u b l i c  Works t o  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  operation 
o f  t h e  u - t i l i t y ,  and provided  t h a t  s p e c i a l  permission f o r  
t h e i r  e r ec t ion  is g r a n t e d  by t h e  City Counci l .  

No permit  s h a l l  b e  i s s u e d  f o r  any s i g n  i n  a d i s t r i c t  whek-e 
s igns  a r e  prohib i ted  by t h e  Zoning Ordinance ,  and said pm- 
v i s ions  of t h e  Zoning Ordinance as r e g a r d s  s i g n s  are  made a  
p a r t  hereof  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and purposes .  

No permit f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  dray s i g n  s h a l l  be issued t o  
any pe r son ,  f i rm o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  l icensed and 
bonded as provided i n  t h i s  Chapter.  

11. 

DEFINITIONS 

A. S i  ns For t h e  purpose  05  t h i s  c o d e ,  t h e  term 
----"Sigi?+%ill, i n  a d d i t i o n  TO i t s  usual d e f i n i t i o n ,  

mean any s t r u c t u r e  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  adver- 
t i s i n g  o r  a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  any b u s i n e s s  o r  
a c t i v i t y  and s h a l l  i n c l u d e  e x t e r i o r  neon tub ing ,  
window s igns  and o u t l i n e  l i g h t i n g .  

B. Ground Sign. Any s i g n  which is  e r e c t e d  on v e r t i -  
cal. Framework c o n s i s t i n g  of  two o r  more u p r i g h t s  
supported by t h e  ground.  



C. P a r a p e t  Wall Sign.  Any s i g n  e r e c t e d  on t h e  top- 
s u r f a c e  ot a pa rape t  wall. 

D. P o l e  S i  n  Any s i g n  suppor t ed  by a s i n g l e  free- 
s t a n d i n g  * po  e and having n o  guys o r  b races  t o  the 
ground o r  t o  any s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  than  t h e  po le ,  

'2. Proyec t ing  Sign.  Any s i g n  which p r o j e c t s  f r o m  
a b u i l a i n g  and which has  one  end  a t t a c h e d  t o  a b u i l d -  
i n g  o r  o t h e r  permanent s t r u c t u r e .  

F, Roof Sign. Any s i g n  e r e c t e d  on a v e r t i c a l  
framework suppor ted  by and l o c a r e d  immediately and 
e n t i r e l y  o v e r  t h e  roof  of a b u i l d i n g .  

G. Marquee- Sign.  Any s i g n  e r e c t e d  on a marquee 
o r  f i x e d  awning. 

H. Wall S i  n  Any s i g n  e r e c t e d  f l a t  a g a i n s t  a wall, 
s u p p o r t e  a76-BL y t h e  w a l l ,  and h a v i n g  t h e  s i g n  f ace  p a r a l l e l  
t o  and n o t  more than  twelve (12)  inches  from t h e  w a l l  
s u r f a c e .  Neon tub ing  a t t a c h e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  a  w a l l  
s u r f a c e  s h a l l  be cons idered  a w a l l  s i g n .  

I 
I. Windqw Signs  and O u t l i n e  Liphtilqg. Any neon 

s i g n  o r  t u b i n g  i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  i n s i d e  of a window, 
. . o t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r i o r  merchandis ing  s i g n s  of t h e  plug- 

i n  type .  

J. P o r t a b l e  Sign. Any s i g n  suppor ted  by t h e  ground 
b u t  n o t  b e i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  ground or o t h e r  o b j e c t  
and b e i n g  cons t ruc ted  of  f rames  o r  p o s t s  r i g i d l y  
a t t a c h e d  t o  bases  be ing  so p ropor t ioned  t h a t  the  
weight and s i z e  of t h e  base  is adequate  t o  resist an 
assumed wind load  o f  twenty ( 2 0 )  pounds p e r  squa re  
f o o t .  Such s i g n  s h a l l  no t  exceed f i v e  ( 5 )  f e e t  i n  
h e i g h t  or  t h r e e  ( 3 )  fee t  i n  width.  

1x1. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS - A l l  s i g n s  s h a l l  b e a r  t h e  name oe t h e  
c o n t r a c t o r ,  and d a t e  o f  e r e c t i o n ,  pa in ted  on o r  otherwkse 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  lower margin of t h e  s i g n .  

~.- ~ . . . .. ~- . . . .  

A l l  i l l u m i n a t e d  s i g n s  s h a l l  be wired  i n  accordance wi th  
requi rements  of t h e  E l e c t r i c a l  Ordinance No. 1 7 1  and t h e  
Na t iona l  E l e c t r i c  Coda. 

No sign s h a l l  be a t t a c h e d  i n  any manner t o  any f i r e  escape 
o r  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  members of any f i r e  escape ,  no r  s h a l l  Lt 
be  guyed t o  o r  suppor ted  by any p a r t  o f  a f i r e  escape.  

. . .  -. ........... - . .- . . . . . . .  :. ..... ',, . . . . . . . . .  



. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A 1 1  s i g n s  s h a l l  be cons t ruc ted  so  as  t o  prevent  t h e  

accumulat ion o f  r a i n  water i n  t h e  s ign .  ,>., 

4 $!+i 
.*Y 

No s i g n  s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  s o  as t o  a f f e c t  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  
of any p a r a p e t  wall.  

E 
No s i g n  s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  nearer  than two ( 2 )  fee t  from 

any t e l ephone  c a b l e ,  power l i n e  o r  any s t r e e t  l i g h t  standard.  
... 

...... . I  No s i g n  s h a l l  b e  s o  e r e c t e d  a s  t o  b lock ,  p a r t i a l l y  block, 

..j 
o r  i n t e r f e r e  i n  any way with a  required means of e x i t  from any . 
b u i l d i n g  nor  wi th  any window, o r  so  as t o  prevent  f r e e  passage 

.TI 1 from one  p a r t  of t h e  roo f  t o  any o the r  p a r t  t h e r e t o .  

, .  . 1 No s i g n  s h a l l  be so e r e c t e d  as t o  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  any t r a f f i c  
I 
t s i g n a l ,  b l i n k e r  l i g h t ,  or warning device,  o r  t o  confuse those 
I 
I 

persons governed by such  s i g n a l s .  The Ci ty  Engineer  s h a l l  be  
' I  t h e  s o l e  judge as  t o  t h e  ex is tence  of  such  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o r  

confus ion .  

%. : 1 No s i g n  s h a l l  be  permi t ted  t o  remain on any vacant  build- 
,.-*r .... i n g  excep t  a s i g n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the l e a s e  o r  s a l e  of t h e  
3' b u i l d i n g  o r  a  s i g n  which is  under l e a s e  from an owner o r  h i s  
.. .I agent  when such  a s i g n  is  maintained by any pe r son ,  f i rm ,  o r  

c o r p o r a t i o n  o p e r a t i n g  under  bond. 

For purposes  o f  d e s i g n  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  members i n  s i g n s ,  an 8@ 
assumed wind l o a d  of twenty ( 2 0 )  pcunds p e r  square  foo t  s h a l l  

brc*- - 
be  used. 

G l a s s  pane l s  i n  s i g n s  over publ ic  property s h a l l  no t  exceed 
twelve  ( 1 2 )  s q u a r e  feet  i n  any one s e c t i o n .  Glass s h a l l  be 
secu red  i n  p l a c e  i n  a  manner approved by t h e  Building Inspector .  
Approved combustible p l a s t i c s  w i l l  be pe rmi t t ed  as  l imited i n  
Pamphlet No. A60-1949 (S igns  and Outdoor Display S t ruc tu res )  
pub l i shed  by American S t a n d a d s  Associat ion,  Incorporated.  

I f ,  f o r  any r eason ,  any s i g n  now maintained o r  h e r e a f t e r  
e r e c t e d  on, main ta ined  o v e r ,  along o r  ac ross  any pub l i c  s ide-  
walk,  s t r e e t  or  highway, o r  l o c a l i t y  where a  bu i ld ing  has been 
se t  back a t  some d i s t a n c e  from t h e  property l i n e  f o r  t h e  purpose 
o f  l e a v i n g  pa rk ing  s p a c e  f o r  automobiles between t h e  o r i g i n a l  

- c u r b  l i n e  and t h e  bui.;lding, s h a l l  become dangerous t o  l i f e ,  l imb 
or  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  b e  an o b s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  proper  use  of the s i d e -  
walk,  roadway, o r  o t h e r  pub l i c  property o r  i n t e r f e r e  with t h e  
e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n  of 'the F i r e  Department, it s h a l l  be the  d u t y  
of t h e  B u i l d i n g  I n s p e c t o r  t o  i s s u e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  owner of  such 
s i g n ,  o r  h i s  a s e n t .  t o  remove same. - -. 

:I Whenever any s i g n  i s  e r e c t e d  o r  is be ing  used  and maintained 
i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  p rov i s ions  05 t h i s  o rd inance ,  t h e  Building 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .------ 
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Inspector of the City of Mesquite, o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s ,  s h a l l  order p? 

Q 
the-work stopped, said order- to  b e  served i n  wr i t ing  on any 

3e r son  engaged i n  the construction o r  mamtenance of such s ign .. 
and said  person s h a l l  forthwith s t o p  such work o r  maintenance .., 

on sa id  i l l ega l  s ign  un t i l  author ized by the Building Inspector 
to recommence and proceed w i t h  s a i d  work. 

Inspection of a l l  s igns s h a l l  be made, and regulat ions fo r  
the  method and time of such inspect ions  s h a l l  be determined by 
the  Building inspector. Each l i cense  holder s h a l l  be kept in-  
formed of and be governed by such regulations. Deposit i n  the 
m a i l ,  directed t o  the address shown on the License, s h a l l  con- 
s t i t u t e  due notice of changes i n  such regulations. 

The limiting dimensions given i n  the de ta i l ed  xequirements 
which follow s h a l l  include a l l  ornamentation unless otherwise 
spec i f ica l ly  s ta ted.  

I V  

DETAImD REQUIREMENTS 

A. Ground Siqns - Ground s igns  commonly known a s  
painted bu l le t ins  ox pos te r  boards s h a l l  no t  exceed a 
t o t a l  height of f i f t y  (50) f e e t  above the neares t  

' ' point  of the  natural  grade immediately below the  sign. 
. . A l l  ground s igns  ~f any h e i g h t  shaEl be designed t o  

withstand an assumed wind load of twenty ( 2 0 )  pounds 
per square foo t .  

'Phese s h a l l  be open space a t  l e a s t  three  f e e t  i n  
height between the bottom o f  such ground s igns  and. the 
ground, except that  the  s i g n  supports may extend through 
such space and the panels between the supports may be 
f i l l e d  with l a t t i c e  o r  s l a t s  which w i l l  leave f i f t y .  . 

(50) per cenk of the space open, When the plane of 
the face of t he  sign forms a n  angle of more than s ix ty  
(60) degrees w i t h  the s t r e e t  property l i n e ,  a  s o l i d  

. - .-. - - -skir t ing may be used. - -,- 

Painted bul le t ins  o r  p o s t e r  boards s h a l l  be  located 
ent i re ly  i n s ide  the bui ld ing  l i n e  
l ighting f ix tures  and lamps..inten 
face of the 'sign.may be a t t a a e d  
beyond, 'the bui ld ing ' l ine  f o r  a distance not  t o  ..... .. 

x .. 



s ix  (6) f e e t ,  bu t  i n  no c a s e  s h a l l  such  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u c e s  ... 
extend n e a r e r  than  two ( 2 )  feet  from any t e l ephone  cable ,  
power l i n e ,  s t r e e ?  l i g h t  s t a n d a r d  or curb.. 

Supports  f o r  ground s i g n s  s h a l l  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  05 struct- 
u r a l  s h a p e s ,  s t e e l  p i p e s ,  wood t imbers  not  l e s s  than  four  
inch  by s i x  inch ( 4 "  x  6") nominal dimensions,  o r  wood 
poles  n o t  less than  twenty-two (22)  inches  i n  circul\ference 
measured s i x  ( 6 )  f e e t  from t h e  b a s e .  When ground sxgns 
a r e  s u p p o r t e d  on wood t imbers  o r  po les ,  such wood s h a l l  be 
t r e a t e d  w i t h  c r e o s o t e  of  e i g h t  ( 8 )  pounds r e t e n t i o n  p e r  
cubic  f o o t  o f  wood. 

Ground sSgns  n o t  exceeding  e i g h t e e n  (18) s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  
a r e a  may be e rec ted  on two by f o u r  ( 2 "  x 4.") i n c h  upr igh t s  
o r  l i g h t  s t e e l  framework. 

No ground s i g n  s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  w i t h i n  s i x  ( 6 )  f e e t  o f  
any o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  same premises  o r  on ad jacen t  
premises n o r  wi th in  t h r e e  ( 3 )  f e e t  of .any a d j o i n i n g  property 
l i n e ,  measured from any p a r t  o f  t h e  s l g n  i n  any d s r e c t i o n ,  
except  t h a t  ground s i g n s  may b e  e r e c t e d  f l a t  a g a i n s t  
windowless masonry w a l l s .  

Any e l e c r r i c a l  devices  w i t h i n  r e a c h  of persons  on pub l i c  
proper ty  o r  property open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  be pro tec ted  

Itif 
iplr 

by w i r e  glass, s a f e t y  g l a s s ,  l ocked  box of me ta l  o r  wood, 
o r  o t h e r  approved methods. 

Ground s i g n s ,  commonly known as banner  s i g n s ,  when erec ted  
along s t r e e t  proper ty  l i n e s  s h a l l  no t  exceed  a to ta l  height 
of  t w e l v e  (12)  f e e t  and s h a l l  have an open space  between 
t h e  bot tom of t h e  s i g n  and t h e  g r a d e  below of n o t  l e s s  than 
e i g h t  ( 8 )  f e e t .  Such s i g n s  s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d  o n l y  on s t e e l  
poles  n o t  less than  t h r e e  ( 3 )  i n c h e s  i n  d iameter  set i n  
concre te .  V e r t i c a l  pane l s  may be  e r e c t e d  only  a t  t h e  ex- 
t r e m e  ends  of such  s i g n s  and a d j a c e n t  to p r i v a t e  driveways 
and s h a l l  n o t  exceed two ( 2 )  f e e t  i n  width.  

Parapet  Wal l  S i g n s  - Parapet  w a l l  s i g n s  when i l l u m i n a t e d  
e h a l l  b e  cons t ruc ted  e n t i r e l y  o f  incombust ib le  m a t e r i a l s .  
+Jon-illuminated pa rape t  w a l l  s i g n s  may have frames and 
moldings o f  wood and may have cu t -ou t  wood l e t t e r s  when 
same are a t t ached  t o  two or more meta l  s t r i n g e r s .  Indiv idual  -- 
l e t t e r s  e r e c t e d  on a p a r a p e t  w a l l  s h a l l  b e  cons t ruc ted  of 
incombust ib le  m a t e r i a l .  P a r a p e t  w a l l  s i g n s  s h a l l  n o t  be 
more t h a n  f o u r  (4) f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  measured from t h e  t o p  of 
t h e  p a r a p e t  w a l l  t o  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  s i g n  and s h a l l  n o t  
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occupy more than  sevenry-five (75) pe r  cen t  of the 
length of the  wal1 on which erected.  Attachment of 
such wall  s i g n s  s h a l l  no t  damage o r  a f f e c t  t h e  stab- 
i l i t y  of any parapet  w a l l .  

Pole Sians .  Pole s igns  s h a l l  be constxucted en- 
t i r e l y  of incombustible mater ia l s .  

Exceptions - PoLe s igns  no t  exceeding twenty- 
four (24) square f e e t  i n  a r e a  may have wood frames 
and mouldings and a t tached  form of i l l umina t ion  
may be with  goose-neck r e f l e c t o r s .  

Non-illuminated center-pole s igns  which do no t  
extend over pub l i c  proper ty  and which do n o t  exceed 
th i r t y - s ix  (36) square f e e t  i n  a r e a  may have wood 
frames and mouldings and may be e rec ted  on a wooden 
cen te r  po le  n o t  l e s s  than 4" x 6" i n  s i ze .  

Horizontal  s ec t ions  of po l e  s igns  s h a l l  no t  
exceed t e n  feet  s ix  inches  ( L O '  6")  i n  length,  seven 
f e e t  s i x  i nches  ( 7 '  6") i n  h e i g h t ,  nor  twenty-four 
(24)  inches i n  thickness.  V e r t i c a l  s e c t i o n s  of pole 
signs s h a l l  no t  exceed four (4) f e e t  i n  width nor  
twenty-four (24) inches  i n  t h i ckness  b u t  t h e  he igh t  
s h a l l  no t  be l imi ted .  When t h e  s ign  c o n s i s t s  of 
a v e r t i c a l  s ec t ion  only  end arms o r  b racke t s  shall 
measure no t  more than twenty-four (24) inches  from 
the pole  t o  t h e  s ign.  End arms o r  b racke t s  So:: hori-  
zontal  s e c t i o n s  s h a l l  no t  exceed twenty-four (24) 
inches i n  length. The o u t e r  edge of the v e r t i c a l  
por t ion of any pole s i g n  s h a l l  extend n o t  more than 
s i x  (6) f e e t  from the pole. Guys and b races  Eor such 
s igns  s h a l l  be a t t ached  on ly  t o  the  support ing pole 
and t o  no o t h e r  s t ruc tu re .  Xn no case  s h a l l  any p a r t  
of a pole  s ign  be  l e s s  than one (1) f o o t  from t h e  face  
of  t he  s t r e e t  cuzb. 

When a p o l e  s ign  is hung from a mast-arm, t h e  inner 
. . . . . . . .  end s f  the s i g n  s h a l l  not be m o ~ e  i$~w.~B!~!-foUr. . ........ ,- 

(24) inches from the pole. 

When a p o l e  s i g n  p r o j e c t s  over  t h e  sidewalk, 
no p a r t  o f  the s ign  except t h e  support ing po le  s h a l l  
be less than  nine (9) f e e t  £rom the  sidewalk immedi- 
a t e l y  b e l m .  When a pole  s i g n  p r o j e c t s  over  a drive- 
way, parlttng space, or head-in parking,  no part of 
the s ign  except  the support ing p o l e  shaL2 be Less than 
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twelve (12) feet from t h e  grade immediately below. 

.,--...--.- .- Only one p o l e  s h a l l  support  each s ign and such 
poles shall  be of s u f f i c i e n t  s t rength  t o  withstand 
wind-pressure and other  loads  and s h a l l  be set i n  
concrete. No adver t is ing mat te r  s h a l l  be displayed 
on any p o l e  and there s h a l l  be no guys o r  braces from 
t h i s  pole  t o  any point  o t h e r  than the s ign  supported 
by the po le .  Poles support ing s igns  s h a l l  be protected 
by wheel guards o r  bumpers when required by the Build- 
i ng  Inspector .  The po le  support ing any sign s h a l l  
be e rec ted  on p r iva t e  proper ty .  

Pole s i g n s  adve r t i s ing  any one business and the 
products s o l d  i n  connection therewith s h a l l  be erected 
n o t  less t h a n  twenty-five (25) f e e t  apart .  

1). Pro Jec t inq  Sicins. Pra jec t ing  s i g n s  s h a l l  be constructed , 
en t i r e ly  of incombustible mater ia l s ,  except t h a t  pro- 
jec t ing s i g n s  n o t  exceeding twenty-four (24) square 
f e e t  i n  a r e a  may have wood frames and mouldings. 
Attached-illumination may be goose-neck reAectors . 
When p r o j e c t i n g  signs have bo th  v e r t i c a l  and horizontal 
sections,  such as T o r  L shaped s igns ,  each section of 
t h e  s ign shal l  conform t o  t he  following requirements. 

The h o r i z o n t a l  po r t i on  of any project ing sign 
s h a l l  be n o t  more than t e n  f e e t  s i x  inches ( 1 0 '  6")  
I n  length measured from t h e  bui lding face  and s h a l l  
be  not m o r e  t han  nine (9) f e e t  i n  height .  End arms 
o r  brackets  s h a l l  measure no t  more than twenty-four 
(241 inches  from the bu i ld igg  f ace  t o  the sign. When 
t h e  s ign  i s  supported by a mast-arm, the  inner end 
O f  the s i g n  s h a l l  not be more than  twenty-four (24) 
inches f r o m  t h e  building face.  

The o u t e r  edge of the v e r t i c a l  por t ion of any 
p ro j ec t ing  s i g n  s h a l l  n o t  extend more than seven (7) 
f e e t  from the building face. When the  sign consis ts  
o L  a v e r t i c a l  sec t ion  only ,  end a m s  o r  brackets s h a l l  

-measure n o t  more than twenty-four -(24) inches Erom 
t h e  bu i ld ing  face t o  the s ign.  The height  of the  ver- 
t i c a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  p ro j ec t ing  s igns  s h a l l  not: be limited. 

Vertical sec t ions  of p r o j e c t i n g  aigns may extend 
back over the roof of a bu i ld ing  f o r  a distance not 
t o  exceed t e n  (101 feet. CI . ~. ~~. .. 

............ ...... ,%a ......... . ~. ..... ......- 
Every p r o j e c u n g  s i g n  s h a l l  be hung a t  an  angle 

Of ninety (90) degrees w i t h  t h e  face  of the build$ng ...... 



or s t ruc tu re  t o  which i t  is  at tached except when 
&laced a t  the  corner of a building s o  a s  t o  be seen 

from two streets, and no p a r t  of any project ing s ign  
a h a l l  be l e s s  than nine (9) f e e t  above the  sidewalk 
hmed ia t e ly  below, nor nearer than one (1) Eoot from 
t h e  face  of t he  s t r e e t  curb, nor less than twelve (12)  
g e e t  above any driveway or  head-in parking space below, 

me body of any pro jec t ing  sign s h a l l  n o t  exbeed 
twenty-four (24) inches i n  thickness and t h e  faces 
of such s igns  s h a l l  be p a r a l l e l ,  however, when the re  
i s  no open space between the  s ign  and the building 
face ,  t he  s ign may measure n o t  more than four  f e e t  
i n  width a t  t he  building face and s h a l l  t ape r  t o  a 
V a t  t he  ou te r  end. Such s igns  s h a l l  be closed a t  
bo th  top and bottom with incombustible materials .  

Open V-shape s igns  s h a l l  b e  permitted only on 
ona-story bui ldings  o r  on windowless buildings,  bu t  
the po in t s  of attachment of such s igns  sha3.L be no t  
f a r t h e r  apar t  than two times the  pro jec t ion  of the  
s i g n  measured a t  an angle of 90 deg. t o  t he  building 
face .  When such s igns  a r e  erected on multiple-story 
bu i ld ing  having windows they s h a l l  be  so located a s  
t o  give  access t o  windows a t  i n t exva l s  n o t  f a r t h e r  
a p a r t  than twenty-five ( 2 5 )  f ee t .  N o  open V-shape 
s ign  s h a l l  have a v e r t i c a l  section.  

~, 
., . 
.+ E. Roof a. Roof signs s h a l l  be constructed of 
.. - 

incombustible mater ia ls  except t h a t  mouldings, tappings, 
i s t r . lngers ,  frames f o r  metal. faced sec t ions  and working 

platforms may be of wood. Roof s igns  s h a l l  not exceed 
fh i r t y - f ive  (35) f e e t  i n  he igh t  measured from the . . ~ is topmost p a r t  of  the s ign  t o  t h e  surface of the roof 

;;r immediately below, nor  s h a l l  any roof s ign exceed 
t h e  he igh t  l i m i t  f o r  bui ldings  f i xed  by the  Zoning 7- 
Ordinance of t he  City of Mesquite. Signs erected on i"+ 

r ' one-story bui ldings  having pitched roofs  s h a l l  be -., Limited a s  s e t  fo r th  below. A l l  roof s igns  of any 
. ., * h e i g h t  s h a l l  be designed t o  withstand an assumed wind . . . , . . . . d -. - 
.x 
'9 

l oad  of t h i r t y  (30) poun8.s p e r  s p a r e  foo t .  . .- 
<. , 

-3 No p a r t  of any roof sign s h a l l  be located within 
-4 f o u r  (4) f e e t  of any out-side wall of  t h e  building 

. , qgi upon which it is constructed, nor wi thin  six (6) 
,::/ 
.- -'! 

f e e t  of t he  surface  of the roof immediately below. 
w The space between the bottom o f  t he  sign and the sur- 

face  of the  roof s h a l l  be l e f t  open and f r e e  of any 
obstsuctions,  except f o r  the  main s u ~ r e i n g  bents. 

--,-- - ~ ..-- ~ - 

% . , . . . .. . ., .. - .. . I -  >.. . .- . . i:. -.: .... rr-rrcr.UII..?:~%~.iiiiii.-.2-. . . 
------lr 
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me sl2pp~~f&r)g s t ~ ~ c $ ~ t - s  o f  3ny rqQf a&@?? phi%&& 
be qu131: engireiy eg *nfawust$h&e ~ a t e ~ l a b i  B R ~  as  
&ajgned a s  t o  t r ans fe r  $be impoaed 1939 i\$recti 
Y) *e pemunqrt  frame or  s t r u c t u r e  o t  the @ei%4Xnq 
on w h i c h  it i. erected. 

m @ t a l % $ ~  Barfs of any roo f  sign shal3 Re 
prpvided wlt& $n #%-pate ground as a ' p r ~ t e c w p n  . . . . _ . .  .. . . . .  .*_ . 

aga ins t  it?%S%!!g t ' 

The roof of any bui lding upon which a s ign  i s  
e rec ted  s h a l l  be covered wlth a E i re - r e t a rdan t  roaf- 
ing  material .  

On one (1) s tory  bu i ld ings  having a roof  p i t c h  
of m&Ee"&fiah"a iri 'L2,  roof s i g n s  may: be e r e c t e d  pro- 

. . . . .  Oided~:W~~;!Mel?t~~~~foll~wing"xtequiEements: $ ., . 
;.i -ic.,.i r1,cy p,c.:;i: : : : ? '  i .. . i~ . I ! ,  ?.:',:", 

(a )  The  top  of any s i g n  e r e c t e d  on a p i t c h e d  
!a j roof Wlallt .pooDt:bp h i g h e n , , , F a n . ~ t h r e a  ;<3@ i i:ch~:-CI 

f e e t  above the r o o ~ ' i ' k e d i a t e 1 y  below And 
the bottom of such s ign  shall n o t  be Less 
than two inches above t h e  r o o f  immediately, 
below. Such two inch space  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
required f o r  s igns  e rec ted  dLrectLy on the  
r idge of a roof ,  

(b Signs erected a t  t h e  e a v e s  of a roof 
shall be placed s o  t h a t  they w i l l  n o t  i n t e r -  
f e r e  w i t h  rain-water g u t t e r s  nor w i t h  t h e  
drainage of water from t h e  roof. 

Marquee a. Signs e r e c t e d  on the f a c e s  o f  s 
marquee and b u i l t  a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of a marquee 
s h a l l  be constructed e n t i r e l y  of incombustible r n a t e r i a h .  
At t rac t ion  boards having in te rchangeable  l e t t e r s  and 
b u i l t  as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of a marquee s h a l l  n o t  
exceed seven (7) f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  n o r  t h i r t y  (30) f e e t  
i n  length. 

- Open ornamentation or  open L e t t e r s  n o t  inore- than-. 
th ree  (3) f e e t  i n  height  may be erected on top ofc 
such a t t r a c t i o n  boards bu t  s h a l l  n e t  occupy more khan 
seventy-five (75) per  cent  of  the length  of the  a t t r a c -  
t i o n  board. 

Signs e rec ted  on the  t o p  o r  edge of e x i s t i n g  mar- 
guees o r  f ixed  awnings s h a l l  f o l l o w  the contour o£ the 
marquee and shall be -constructed e n t i r e l y  of incombusti- 
b l e  mater ia l s  except ~ L ' l a - S v - ~ . l 3  umj. n ? t e d  s igns  n o t  , ,;*,,. . . I  $7..  ..I:!:;::. .'...A ...* efi . . . . . .  ...... 

d r a i n :  . : . . . . . . .  -LO- 
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. . ~ . . .  

exceeding .'twenty-four ( 2 4 )  square f e e t  i n  a r ea  may 
have wood Erames and mouldings.. S u ~ h , s i g n s  s h a l l  n o t  
exceed ' four (4) .  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  and ,:&I1 n o t  .occupy ..... 
inore than sevent+five ( 7 5 )  p e r  c e n t  qE t h e  le+i&%'W 
any face of the marquee,,* f i x e d  awning. 

' ' ,*,- . . 
E'arquee s igns  s h a l l  k o t - p r o j e c t  more than twelve 

(12) inches  beyond the  f a c e  o f ; , r  marquee nor w i th in  
one (1) f o o t  of any curb  and sh 11 be at tached t o  t h e  
marquee s o  t h a t  no water  from the  marquee roof may 
f a l l  t o  t h e  sidewalk from openihgs between the  s i g n  
and the marquee, except ing  i s o l a t e d  bu i ld ing  w i t h  
f r ee  access  t o  a l l  o t h e r  w a l l s  of Duildings i n  which 
case W e  s ign may extend the  e n t i r e  length of the 
marquee. 

Pro jec t ing  s igns  i n s t a l l e d  over marquees and f ixed  
awnings shall not  be  supported by the marquee on f ixed  
awnings. Signs hung from the  s o f f i t  of t h e  marquee 
o r  f i x e d  awnings s h a l l  be constructed e n t i r e l y  of 
incombustible ma te r i a l s  except  t h a t  such s igns  when 
non-illuminated and n o t  exceeding eighteen (18) square 
f e e t  i n  a rea  may have frames and mouldings of wood. The 
bottom of such s igns  s h a l l  be n o t  l e s s  than nine  (9) 
f e e t  above the  sidewalk below and t h e  o u t e r  end s h a l l  
not  be l e s s  than one (1) foo t  from any curb. 

G .  - Wall w. No p a r t  of any w a l l  s i gn  s h a l l  be 
loca ted  wi thin  e i g h t  ( 8 )  f e e t  o f  the  grade immediately 
below. Neon tubing when placed d i r e c t l y  on the face 
of an e x t e r i o r  w a l l  s h a l l  be n o t  l e s s  than e i g h t  ( 8 )  
f e e t  above the grade immediately below. 

F l a t  s igns  made of metal ,  non-flammable ma te r i a l ,  .I o r  g l a s s  and placed d i r e c t l y  on the f ace  o f  a wall. 
may b e  s e t  a t  any h e i g h t  above grade provided such 

I* signs do n o t  p r o j e c t  more than two (2) inches  £tom 
the  f a c e  of the wall .  

.,.. 

W a l l  s igns  s h a l l  be cons t ruc ted  e n t i r e l y  of 
6: 

. . incomlaustible ma te r i a l s  except  that non-illuminated 
52 
6.. w a l l  f i igns may have frames, s t i f f e n e r s ,  mouldings 
, . <..! and cut-out  Le t te r s  of wood when such l e t t e r s  have 
' 5  
$9 not  Sees than two (2 )  p o i n t s  of attachment. 
-I 

4 ,  I.srl . .  e r e i t i o n  of the s ign  f l a t  aga ins t  t h e  wall  face,  t he  
When pro jec t ions  on t h e  w a l l  face  prevent  t h e  

space between the  back of We s lgn  and the wal l  sl?alL 
be c lo sed  a t  top, bottom and ends w i t h  incom?xstihle 
ma te r i a l s  such a s  she%$ p e t a l  har 

_I_.___III--_.Cf-.--. *- ---- -A 

-11- 

i .~ . - ' :: . :. ~ . 



j . b. 7 .  ..* , 127 
y . . -  

. . .  H . Window Siqns and Out l ine  Liclhtinq. The ins ta l la -  : 
..- 

t i on  of any iLliYninated s ign  o r  neon tubing on t h e  in- 1 .... s ide  of any window s h a l l  conform t o  the requirements 
..id . . : .. . . -;of ,Me.sguite E l e c t r i c a l  Ordinance No. 171 and amen 

J v 
1 

ALTERATIONS AND REPLACEMaNT OF SIGNS 
.' -1.. No sign s h a l l  be a l t e r ed ,  r e b u i l t ,  enlarged, extended, 

replaced o r  r e loca t ed ,  nor sha l f ,  s i gn  faces b e  renewed o r  
neon tubing be re-arranged when t h e  value of such work exceeds ... 
twenty-five (25) d o l l a r s ,  except upon the  issuance of a permit 
by t h e  Building Inspector,  and a l l  work done under such permit  
s h a l l  be i n  conformity w i t h  the requirements of t h i s  code; 
however, s igns  which have been e rec ted  i n  conformance w i t h  t h i s  
Ordinance and with t h e  Zoning Ordinance, and which have been 
damaged by wind-storm o r  o the r  na tu ra l  causes, may be repaired 
wi thout  f i r s t  secur ing a permit .  , 

The changing of movable p a r t s  o f  s igns  which a r e  designed 
.., . 9 f o r  changing, ox the repa in t ing  of display matter o r  the re- . . . . p a i r i n g  of damaged neon tubing while a s ign i s  i n  place shal?  
S not  be deemed t o  be a l t e r a t i o n s .  

Changing of copy of any e x i s t i n g  sign s h a l l  be deemed an 
,.-. a l t e r a t i o n .  

I 

Vf :j .?, 

,,. LICENSE 

No person, f irm or  corporat ion s h a l l  i n s t a l l ,  e rec t ,  o r  

-4 maintain any s ign ,  o r  con t r ac t  fox such se rv ice  u n t i l  such 
person,  f i r m  o r  corporat ion h a s  appl ied  t o  t h e  Building Znspec- . .e .  
t o r  f o r  a l i c e n s e  t o  i n s t a l l ,  e r e c t ,  and maintain signs,  and ,.?* 

. .! u n t i l  such l i cense  h a s  been approved and issued.  4 
~.:.L The f ee  f o r  such lScense s h a l l  be twenty-four (2 

per .  year  payable on t h e  f i r s t  day oE January of each year. 
Or ig ina l  l i c e n s e  taken ou t  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t  day of January s h a l l  

. . - &. -. - - - . . - ............ .... .. be prorated,  .to a minimum of $LO. 00. 

No l icense  for  t he  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  e rec t ion  and maintenance 
of s igns  sha3-1 be i s sued  t o  any person, firm o r  coxporation 
u n t i l  such person, f i r m  o r  corporat ion has f i l e d  w i t h  the 
C i ty  Secretary  a bond a s  requi red  by Section V I I  of t h i s  chapter .  

4 
.- . . ~ .  - 

. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -4. 12- 
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The l i cense  of any sign contractor may be candklled by the . . . . . . 
City Managex upon the recommendation of t h e  Building Inspec- 
t o r ,  when~such~contractor  pers i s ten t ly  v i o l a t e s  the-require- 
ments of this code. Conviction i n  CorporaUon Court, whether ~.. .. 
appealed o r  not,  on three viola t ions  over a pe r iod  of two ca l -  
endar years,  s h a l l  const i tu te  evidence of p e r s i s t e n t  v io la t ion .  
Any l icense  thus cancelled s h a l l  not be renewed f o r  such can- 
t r ac to r  o r  anyone operating h i s  shop u n t i l  a l l  such v io la t ions  
have been corrected. Upon correction of the  v io l a t i ons ,  t he  
cont rac tor ' s  l icense  may be renewed, provided t h e  contractor 
furnishes an addit ional  Bond i n  t he  amount of five-thousand 
($5,000.00) do l la r s  guaranteeing compliance, and t h a t  this 
compliance Bond i s  renewed f o r  two years following the renewal 
of the l icense .  

'BOND 

V I I  

No person, f i r m  or corporation s h a l l  i n s t a l l ,  e r ec t  o r  
maintain any s ign or  medium of display o r  adver t i s ing ,  e l e c t r i c  
o r  otherwise, u n t i l  such person, firm, o r  corporat ion has f i l e d  
w i t h  the Ci ty  secretary a surety bond i n  t he  sum of five-thou- 
sand ($5 ,000 .00 )  dollars.  Such bond s h a l l  be approved by t h e  
C i t y  Attorney and sha l l  be conditioned f o r  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and 
erect ion of s igns  i n  accordance with the Ordinances of the 
City of Mesquite and the laws of the  S t a t e  of Texas, and s h a l l  
provide! f o r  t h e  indemnification of the City of Mesquite, £or any 
and a l l  damages o r  l i a b i l i t y  which may accrue a g a i n s t  it by 
reason of f a u l t y  i n s t a l l a t i on ,  erection,  demolition, repa i r ,  
removal o r  defec t s  i n ,  o r  collapse of, any s i g n  f o r  a period 
of one year a f t e r  erection and f o r  such per iod of time t h a t  
such sign is  maintained o r  serviced by o r  under t h e  d i rec t ion  
of the maker of such bond. Such bond s h a l l  f u r t h e r  provide 
f o r  the indemnification of any person, firm, o r  corporation who 
shaI.1, while upon public property or i n  any p u b l i c  place,  incur  
damage f o r  which the pr incipal  named i n  t h e  bond is  lega l ly  

V I I I  

do l la r s  and f i f t y  cents. 
.......... -."..-...* 

......-....--. >.." 



- ' P a r a ~ e t  Wall Liiqns - Five ($5.00) do l l a r s .  

Pole Sions - I l luminated,  Five ($5.00) do l l a r s ;  - 
Nan-illuminated over  24 square f e e t ,  f i v e  ($5.00) 
do l l a r s ,  and a l l  non-illuminated po le  s i g n s  n o t  
exceeding 24 square f e e t  i n  area ,  two(S2.50) d o l l a r s  

: .;. .:A and f i f t y  cents. 
A" 

D Proiectinq Siqns - I l luminated,  f i v e  ($5.00) 
dol la rs ;  non-illwnznated, not  exceeding 24 square 
f e e t  i n  area, two ($2.50) d o l l a r s  and f i f t y  cents.  

E. - Roof Signs - On f l a t  roofs ,  t en  ($10.00) 
dol la rs ,  on pi tched roo f s ,  f i ve  ($5 -00) d o l l a r s .  

F. Marquee - Jlluminated, f i v e  ($5,001 
I dallars; non-illuminated, not  over twenty-four (24) 

, i square f e e t  i n  a r ea ,  two ($2.50) d o l l a r s  and f i f t y  
cents .  

I 
G. - Wall Sisns - Twa ($2.50) do l l a s s  and f i f t y  

cents .  

H. Window Signs and Outline Liqhtinq - Two 
($2.50) dol lars  and f i f t y  cents .  

A 1 1  publ ic  schools and churches s h a l l  be and the  same a r e  
exempt from paying s i g n  permit  fees.  

V I I I - A  

Any person or  ind iv idua l  may bui ld ,  cons t ruc t  o r  e r e c t  
his own s i g n  by ob ta in ing  a permit Were fo r  and paying the 
necessary permit f e e s  t o  the  Building Inspec tor  i n  accordance 
w i t h  the provisions of th i s  ardinance, wi thout  complying wit53 
Sections VI and V I I  of th i s  ordinance. 

I X  . 
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

. .  ...-. . . . .  - .- .... . . .  ~~ . <-- - 
Any person, f irm or corporation v i o l a t i n g  any o f .  the 

provisions of this ordinance s h a l l  be  deemed g u i l t y  of a m i s -  
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof,  s h a l l  be  f i ned  any sum 
not t o  exceed TWO HUNDRED ($200.00) DOLLARS, and each day ' s 
v io la t ion  thereof s h a l l  cons t i t u t e  a separa te  and d i s t i n c t  
offense. 

. . . . . . . . . .  . .. . ,  ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ . . .--.. "*.. ..?. 
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X 
-... :.., - .. . . . . ... :.. *.>.~.~. ~. ." '... . ... ~ .-.... . . ~ . . 

I n  t he  event any sec t ion  o r  sec 
a r e  held  i n v a l i d  by any cour t  of competent 
reason, such i n v a l i d i t y  or uncons t i tu t ion  
t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t he  remaining p a r t s  of t h i s  ordinance, it being 
declared by the  Ci ty  Council of t he  Ci ty  05 Mesquite t h a t  it 
would have passed the remaining p a r t s  of t h i s  ordinance if it 
had known t h a t  such pa r t  or p a r t s  thereof would be declared 
inva l id .  

X I  

The f a c t  t h a t  the present  ordinances of t he  C i ty  of 
Mesquite as regards regulat ions  of s igns  constructed and main- 
t a ined  within t h e  sa id  C i t y  a r e  wholly inadequate f o r  t he  pltotec- 
t i o n  of t h e  publ ic  and t h e  preserva t ion  of the publ ic  hea l th ,  
s a f e t y  and general. welfare and thse  f a c t s  c r e a t e  an urgency and 
an emergency and require t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  take e f f e c t  
immediately from and a f t e r  i t s  passage as i n  t h e  Charter  i n  such 
cases  i s  made and provided, and i k  is accordingly so  ordained. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  Ci ty  Council  of t h e  
C i ty  o f  Mesquite, Texas, t h i s  1st day of October, 1962. 
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