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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMENDING 
. p:  

ORDINANCE NO. 120 SO AS TO REGULAm P3E CONSTRUCTION, I ,.i . 
. . . . . .  

INSTALLATION AND LOCATION OF SIGNS, NAME PLATES, BULLETIN 
BOARDS AND BILLBOARDS; REGULATING TWE INSTALLATLON OF SIGNS 
UPON PUBLIC PROPERTY: REGULATING THE INSTALLATION OF POLITICAL 
ADVERTISING SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Mesguite, Texas, 
a f t e r  considering the recommendations of the Ci ty  Planning 
Commission duly made a f t e r  the holding of public hearings and 
a f t e r  the  issuance of the r equ i s i t e  notices by publication and 
otherwise, and a f t e r  holding due hearings i n  publ ic  and afford- 
i ng  a f u l l  and f a i r  hearing t o  a l l  interested persons generally, 
t he  governing body of the City of Mesquite i s  of the opinion 
t h a t  Ordinance No. 120 of the City of Mesquite, a s  heretofore 
amended, should be amended as provided for  herein.  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE cxm COUNCIL OF TEE CITY OF MESQUITE, 
TEXAS : 

Sect ion 1. That Section 3 of Ordinance No. 120 be and the 
same i s  hereby amended by amending the "R" Single Family 
Resident ia l  D i s t r i c t  uses  by adding thereto a new section t o  
read as follows: 

(LO)  (a) Signs erected by the municipal, state 
or f ede ra l  government fo r  the  purpose of public in- 
s t ruc t ion ,  s t r e e t  o r  highway designation, control  of 
t r a f f i c ,  and s imilar  uses incidental  to the public 
i n t e r e s t .  

(b) Signs of a warning, directive,  o x  instruc- 
t i o n a l  nature erected by a public u t i l i t y  or 
t ranspor ta t ion  organization which operates under a 
f ranchise  from the City of- Mesquite permitting W e  use 
05 publ ic  property f o r  the  display of such signs pro- 
vided such signs s h a l l  be deemed by the City Manager 
t o  be  necessary for the successful operation of the 
public u t i l i t y  o r  t ranspor ta t ion organization. 

(c) Bulle t in  boards and signs,  ill 
otherwise, but  not of the flashing or i 
type ,  f o r  churches, publ ic  buildings and 
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schools and day nurseries,  bu t  n o t  to  exceed eighteen 

."? 
;&+ (18) square f e e t  i n  area when e rec t ed  i n  the f ront  

yard o r  s ide  y a r d  behind the  bu i ld ing  l i n e .  

-,,.;{ (d) Temporary signs pe r t a in ing  t o  the s a l e  or 
ren ta l  of proper ty  no t  exceeding eighteen (18) square ...+ 

.~.:~ f e e t  i n  area  and per ta ining only t o  t h e  property on 
which they a r e  located,  bu t  s h a l l  be  removed by the 
agent o r  owner immediately upon the sa l e  or renta l  O f  I t he  premises, except t h a t  a  sign n o t  exceeding four 
square f e e t  i n  a r ea  and dispLaying the leasing, rent- I 

4 
. I  ing or  s e l l i n g  agen t ' s  name, address  and phone number 
i along with the word n s o l ~ "  may remain on the property, 

provided, however, t h a t  no sign adver t is ing the s a l e  
i 
i o r  lease of any premises s h a l l  adver t i se  the premises , 

,..i f o r  a purpose for which it is  n o t  l ega l ly  zoned. One 
la rger  s ign announcing o r  descr ibing a legal ly  approved 
subdivision o r  development may be temporarily erected 
on each approved p l a t  o r  development provided, however, --. 'I 
that such s ign  s h a l l  not exceed two hundred ( 2 0 0 )  square 

I f e e t  i n  area ,  provided, however, t h a t  the location Of 
such sign s h a l l  be approved by the  Building Inspector. 
Zk sha l l  be p laced  so  as not  t o  i n t e r f e r e  wi* the occu- 
pancy or  any u s e  of the l o t s  i n  t h e  subdivision, and it . . 

.,. s h a l l  be removed upon the completion of the sa le  of ... 
90% of the  l o t s  o r  dwellings i n  t h e  subdivision or  if 

i' the  builder o r  developer so des i r e s ,  he may post  a per- 
fomance bond with the City of Mesquite i n  the amount of 
$300.00 i n su r ing  t h a t  the s ign  will be removed 30 days 

I a f t e r  the Building Inspection Departmen.t has given f i n a l  
inspection t o  the l a s t  l o t  or dwelling i n  the subdivision. 

*, , ..- One such temporary sign shall be  allowed fo r  each aide 
of the subdivis ion o r  development exposed t o  a r t e r i a l  

. . 
or major s t r e e t s .  .. ,.. 

..* 

(e) Name p l a t e s  not  exceeding one (1) squ 
i n  area containing only the  name and occupatio 

<.-, . .  -occupant of the premises. . . 

i . . Section 2 .  That Section 3 of Ordinance No. 120 be and 
I; the  same is hereby amended by amending the "A-1" Apartment 
-. D i s t r i c t  uses by adding thereto  a new sec t ion  t o  read a s  

(5) A s i n g l e  name p l a t e  or s ign  f o r  an apartment 
building or housing pro jec t  s h a l l  be permitted when such 

. .  .. s ign is  a f f i x e d  f l a t  against  t he  building and does no t  ...-...- 
exceed for ty  (40) square f e e t  and when the sign is n o t  

. . . . . . . . . .  . , 



of a f l a sh ing  or  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  l ighted,  revolving, 
r o t a t i n g  or s imi l a r ly  l i g h t e d  type. 
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Sect ion  3. That Sect ion 3 of Ordinance No. 120 be and 
the  same js hereby amended by de l e t i ng  from "A-2" Apartment 
D i s t x i c t  uses  Subparagraph (4). That f rorn and a£ ter the - - 
passage of t h i s  02dinance t h e  s a i d  subparagraph (4)  s h a l l  
b e  of no f u r t h e r  foxce and e f f e c t .  

Sec t ion  4. That Section 3 o f  Ordinance N o .  120 be and 
the  same i s  hereby amended by amending the  "LR" Local Retai l  
D i s t r i c t  u se s  by adding t h e r e t o  a new section to  read as 
fOL1OWS : 

(24) "LR" L O C ~ L  R e t a i l  D i s t r i c t  

(a )  No s i g n s  or b i l l boa rds  other than those 
pe r t a in ing  t o  the  occupancy of the premises ox c o m d i -  
t i e s  s o l d  thereon s h a l l  be permitted and such allowable 
s ign6 s h a l l  be of t h e  pa rape t  wall,  marquee o r  f l a t  wall  
type except s tandard pole  s i g n s  not exceeding for ty  (40) 
square f e e t ,  with a twelve (12) foot; maximum dimension 
from ou te r  edge t o  o u t e r  edge i n  any d i rec t ion ,  s h a l l  Be 
penni t t ed  for any drive-in f a c i l i t y .  One spec i a l  sign 
n o t  exceeding one hundred f i f t y - s i x  (156) square f e e t  i n  
s i z e  s h a l l  be allowed f o r  each  drive-in type f a c i l i t y  
such a s  selnrice s t a t i o n  o r  drive-in grocery where such 
is loca ted  on U. S. Highway 80 ( I . H . Z O ) ,  U. S. Highway 67 
(I .B. 30) o r  the f u t u r e  Outer Loop (I .H.635) . No signs or 
b ~ l l b o a r d s  s h a l l  be permi t ted  of flashing l i gh t ed  types, 
revolving types  revolving f a s t e r  than e igh t  (8) revolu- 
t i o n s  pe r  minute, o r  i n t e r m i t t e n t  l ighted types with 
l i g h t i n g  i n t e r x u p t ~ o n s  o f  l e s s  than f ive  (5) second 
i n t e r v a l s .  

"1 
(b) xn an a r ea  cons i s t ing  of th ree  acres  o r  :,. more, one s p e c i a l  shopping c e n t e r  s ign  will be permitted 

and a d d i t i o n a l  spec i a l  s i g n s  w i l l  be permitted on the 
b a s i s  of one s ign f o r  each addi t iona l  four ac re s  of 
proper ty  contained wi th in  t h e  shopping cen te r  area ,  with 1 ----a maximum n o t  t o  exceed four  such s i g n s .  . ' ~ .~ ' .''-----'' 4 

'1 The d is tance  fox  determining height. of any permitted 
s p e c i a l  s i g n  w i l l  be measured ( a t  r i g h t  angles)  from the 
ad jacen t  r e s i d e n t i a l  or street property l i n e  r a the r  than 

,i 3 from any proper.ty line w i t h i n  t he  shopping cents=, local  
. r",., 

hi 
r e t a i l  o r  manufacturing a r e a  i t s e l f .  Specia l  signs may 

d be e rec ted  t o  a he igh t  o f  2 1/2 standard stories (28'9") 
when loca t ed  a dis tance 8 5  twenty-five (25) f e e t  from 

...... the.&uaperty l i n e  and may be- extended i n  h e i g h t  in an 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  
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increasing r a t i o  of one add i t i ona l  f o o t  of he igh t  
f o r  each one Soot  a d d i t i o n a l  setback t o  a maximum 
height  of f i f t y  (50) f e e t ,  and such spec i a l  s igns  
s h a l l  n0.t exceed a n  ove r - a l l  hor izonta l  width of 
f o r t y  (40) f e e t .  

A spec i a l  s i g n  s h a l l  n o t  be located nearer than 
seventy-five (75) f e e t  measured from the  adjacent  
r e s i d e n t i a l  p roper ty  l i n e  o r  nearer &an twenty-five 
(25) f e e t  from any s t r e e t  proper ty  l i n e .  

Where the  area i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  permit more than 
one spec i a l  s i g n  wi th in  the permitted area, no such 
sign s h a l l  be l o c a t e d  n e a r e r  than t w o  hundred (200) 
f e e t  t o  any o t h e r  s p e c i a l  he igh t  s ign  and no s p e c i a l  
s ign permitted under these  regula t ions  s h a l l  be of the  
f lash ing  l i g h t e d  type o r  i n t e r m i t t e n t  l ighted type 
with l i gh t ing  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  of less than f ive  (5)h 
second in t e rva l s .  Spec i a l  shopping cen te r  s igns  '%E -, 
d i r ec t iona l  na tu re  for parking areas ,  such d i r ec t iona l  
s igns  no t  t o  exceed twenty-five (25) square f e e t  i n  
a rea ,  s h a l l  be allowed when placed f l a t  against  the  
bui lding or  e r e c t e d  a s  free standing s igns  o r  s i m i l a r  
types b u t  not  involv ing  f l a sh ing  l i gh t ed  types, revolv- 
i ng  types revolving f a s t e r  than eight (8) revolut ions  
per  minute, o r  i n t e r m i t t e n t  l igh ted  types  w i t h  l i g h t i n g  
in t e r rup t ions  of less than f ive  (5) second i n t e r v a l s .  21 sec t ion  5. In the "U" L o c a l  Business D i s t r i c t ,  "C" 

Commercial D i s t r i c t ,  and i n  t h e  "CB" Centra l  Business D i s t r i c t  
.: 

~ , & .  
a l l  s igns .au thor ized  and permi t ted  by more r e s t r i c t i v e  dis-  

, c t r i c t s  sha l l .  be  permit ted.  
i 

Section 6. In t h e  "I" I n d u s t r i a l ,  "LM" Light Manufac- 
tu r ing  and "HM" Heavy Manufacturing D i s t r i c t s ,  a l l  Signs 

. authorized f o r  more r e s t r i c t i v e  districts s h a l l  be permitted,  
inc%uding b i l lboard  or a d v e r t i s i n g  commercial signs. 

Section 7 .  That Sec t ion  4 of Ordinance No. 120 be and 
the  same i s  hereby amended by a d d i  

..-.--..- ... ZQ~. r.e~&~.f9kac?ws.; ................... 

( 2 1 )  (a) Any s i g n  n o t  otherwise authorized i n  any 
d i s t r i c t .  

Section 8. I n s t a l l a t i o n  of Adver t is ing Signs on a S t r e e t  - 
Right of Way and O t h e r  Publ ic  Property Prohibited. 

(a) Permission s h a l l  b e  granted as  a spec i a l  
p r iv i lege  t o  home b u i l d e r s  to e r e c t  temporary d i r ec t iona l  
s igns  f o r  week-end adve r t i s ing .  Signs s h a l l  not  be placed 

. . . . . . . . . . .  ........... "-- 
. . 
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e a r l i e r  than l t 0 0  p.m. Friday and sha l l  be removed no l a t e r "  
than la00 p.m. Monday. If signs are l e f t  l a t e r  than this 
time, they w i l l  be picked up by the City of Mesquite forces  - 
and kept for redemption f o r  a period of th ree  (3) days. 
Thereaf t ex  the  s igns  w i l l  be destroyed. 

Sec t ion  9. Permission s h a l l  be granted a s  a specia l  
p r i v i z g e  f o r  the erect ion of po l i t i ca l  adver t i s ing  signs 
on p r iva t e  property only with the owner's consent. The s ign 
s h a l l  n o t  exceed th i r ty -s ix  (36) square f e e t .  

Sect ion 30. A l l  ordinancesand par ts  of ordinances in 
c o n f l i c t  herewith are  hereby repealed, and a l l  o the r  ordi- 
nances of t h e  City of Mesguite no t  i n  c o n f l i c t  with the 
provisions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  force and 
e f f ec t .  

s e c t i o n  11. Should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, 
clause,  phrase  o r  section of t h i s  ordinance be adjudged o r  
he ld  t o  be  unconsti tut ional ,  i l l e g a l  o r  inva l id ,  the same 
s h a l l  n o t  e f f e c t  the  va l td i ty  of t h i s  ordinance as a whole 
o r  any p a r t  o r  provision hereof other than the  p a r t  so  decided 
to be inva l id ,  i l l e g a l  o r  unconstitutional,  and s h a l l  not 
e f f e c t  the  v a l i d i t y  of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as 
a whole. 

Sect ion 1 2 .  That any f i r m ,  person o r  corporation 
v io la t ing  any of the  provisions o r  terms of t h i s  ordinance 
s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  the same penalty as  provided f o r  i n  the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance No. 120 of t he  City of Mesquite. 
a s  heretofore  amended, and upon conviction s h a l l  be deemed 
g u i l t y  o f  a misdemeanor and s h a l l  be punished by a f i n e  n o t  
t o  exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) f o r  each offense. 

SeCtion 13. The f a c t  t h a t  the present zoning regulat ions 
a r e  inadequate t o  properly regulate the i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  construc- 
t i o n  and l o c a t ~ o n  of signs creates  an urgency and an emergency 
for the preservat ion of the publ ic  health, s a f e ty  and welfare 
and r equ i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance sha l l  take e f f e c t  immediately 
from and a f t e r  i ts pat;sage and the publication of the caption 

nof t h i s  ordinance as the law and charter i n  such cases pmviaes .  

DULY PASSED 1 3 ~  THE crm COUNCXL of the  Ci ty  of Mesquite, 
Texas, on t h e  1 day of October 

DULY ENROLLED: 

- 
CITY SECRETARY 

~. 


