
ORDINANCE NO. 437 ! 
i 

AN ORDINANCE OF TEE CSTY OF MESQUITE, TEXPLS, PROVIDING FOR 
THE REGWIATION OF LICENSING OF PERSONS I N  BUSINESS AS SPECIAL 
POLICE OFFSCERS, PRIVATE GUARDS A M )  PRIVATE PATROLS: PROVD- 
ING FOR THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN FEES: RGQUIRING A BOND AND 
REQUIRING THAT REPORTS BE MADE TO THE CHtEF OF POLICE I N  
COMPLIANCE WITH HIS  ORDERS AS tIERE5NRFTER SET FORTH; PROVXD- 
ING FOR A PENALTY NOT T O  EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  DOLLARS 
FOR EACH WFENSE: AM) DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

BE: IT O R D A I ~  BY TIiE CITY COUNCIL 6F THE CITY OF MESQUITE, 
TEXAS: 

Section 1. It s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person, e i t h e r  f o r  
himself, or a s  agent o r  representat ive of another,  t o  engage Sn 
the  business of a spec i a l  po l ice  of f ices ,  seeking t o  p r o t e c t  two 
o r  more establishments, unless property of same person o r  corpora- 
tion. e i ther  residence or  business, wi thin  the corporate  lkmite ~ ~ 

of the  City of Mesquite, without first havLng obtained a l i cense  .............. 7......-" .,>.*-...-.-**-, therefor. 

Section 2. Definitions. 

A. The term "special po l i ce  of f ice r"  as used herein ,  s h a l l  
include all  p r iva t e  guards, p r iva te  pa t ro l s ,  p a t r o l  systems and 
services together with each member and employee thereof ;  

B. The work "person" as used herein s h a l l  include corpora- 
t ions  and other associat ions,  f i r m s ,  p a r tne r sh ips  and persons. . 

Ci? : 

Section 3. Procedure t o  Obtain License. t". 
Every person before engaging in a bus iness  set out  i n  t h i s  

Ordinance, s h a l l  make appl icat ion upon a blank t o  be furnished 
by the  Chief of Police of the City of Nesguite, which s h a l l  
include, among o ther  things, t he  following information, and 
which sha l l  be sworn to :  t r ade  name of business ,  addxess there-  
of, whether owner, member or  employee of said business, e x t e n t  
of area i n  which the  business is t o  operate,  whether o r  no t  . . . .  ... 
applicant was ever convicted of a felony, or has a p o l i c e  record, 
age of applicant, and i f  appl icant  is by a corporation, t o  be 
signed by a duly authorized ogficer,  i f  by a par tnership ,  t h e  
application s h a l l  be signect and ver i f ied  by each fnd iv idua l  com- 
posing o r  intending t o  compose such firm o r  par tnership .  

E a c h  per son or  individual  signing such a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l ,  toge ther  
with such application,  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  Chief of  Pol ice  h i s  photo- 
graph i n  duplicate, i n  passport  s i z e  and a l s o  f i n g e r p r i n t s  of 
h i s  two hands recorded i n  such manner a s  may be spec i f i ed  by the  
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Chief of Po l ice  o r  h i s  author ized representa t ive .  I t  sh 
the duty of the Chief of P o l i c e  or h i s  authorized repres 
t o  compare such f i n g e r p r i n t s  with those  f i l e d  with the iden t i f i ca -  
t i o n  bureau o£ t h e  Pol ice  Department of t h e  C i ty  of Mesquite, 
Texas. 

Section 4. ApproVal o r  DisavProvaL Of A ~ p l i c a t i o n s .  
-. ,. .%. 

Upon the  f i l i n g  of s a i d  appl icat ion,  properly f i l l e d  out,  the ... 
Chief of Po l ice  of t h e  C i ty  of Mesquite s h a l l  make o r  cause t o  be ... ..- . made such inves t iga t ion  a s  he may deem necessary t o  determine t h e  
f i t n e s s  of the appl ican t  o r  app l ican ts  f o r  a l icense ,  then t h e  
Chief of Po l i ce  s h a l l ,  within t en  (10) days, forward the  applica- 
t ion ,  with h i s  recommendation, t o  t h e  Ci ty  Manager, and t h e  C i ty  

I Manager s h a l l  have au tho r i t y  t o  g ran t  such l i cense  o r  licenses 
J.. 1 without f u r t h e r  inves t iga t ion ,  o r  s h a l l  have t h e  au tho r i t y  t o  
. . .  cause f u r t h e r  i nves t iga t ion  t o  be made before  gran t ing  same o r  
.,*/ disapproving t h e  appl icat ion.  Upon the  gran t ing  of such l i cense  
% ?  

L., by t h e  Ci ty  Manager, it s h a l l  be the  duty of t h e  appl ican t  t o  ' present  We a c t i o n  of t he  C i ty  Manager t o  t he  Director  of  Finance 
of the  C i ty  of Mesquite, and upcnthe payment: of t h e  proper  License 

... fee ,  as  provided f o r  he re in ,  t h e  Director of Finance, s h a l l  accord- 
ingly  i s sue  t h e  proper l i c e n s e  permit on a form t o  be prescr ibed 

.%+ by the  Di rec tor  of Finance. 

The City Manager s h a l l  consider  a l l  l i c enses  applied f o r  under t h i s  
Ordinance and approve or  disapprove the  same; provided, t h a t  upon 
r e fusa l  of t h e  C i t y  Manager t o  approve such application.  t he  ap- 
p l i can t  may wi th in  t e n  (10) days t he rea f t e r  appeal to  the  Oovern- 
i ng  Body of t h e  C i ty  of Mesquite, which s h a l l  within t h i r t y  (30) 
days t he rea f t e r  accord t o  each appl icant  a hearing a s  t o  whethex 
o r  not s a i d  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be granted. 

N o  applicatLon may be approved when t h e  d i s t r i c t  designated 
there in  i s  a l r eady  supplied with s u f f i c i e n t  o r  an~ple po l i ce  pro- 
t ec t ion  by t h e  c i t y  o r  by a p a t r o l  se rv ice  o r  system o r  both. 

. -.--- 
Sn approving o r  disapproving i n y  -license, t h e  Ci ty  Manager s h a l l  
consider the following: 

. ~ .  
A. Wiether t h e  appl icant  has  been convicted of a felony, 

or on renewal of l i c e n s e  for t h e  v io l a t i on  of any of t h e  provis ions  
Of t h i s  ordinance, during t h e  year next preceding the  f i l i n g  o£ F.: -. . 
this appl ica t ion ;  
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his r epu ta t ion  f o r  being a peaceable law-abiding c i t i z e n  La bad1 

Municipal oorporat ion 6f Texas, o r  former ly  employed as a spec ia l  
pol ice  o f f i c e r  and r e l e a s e d  fo r  cause. 

.- .. : : . ' 1- ., 

proper i n a r r i v i n g  a t  a fa i r  and lawful conclusion with r e s p e c t  
t o  such app l i ca t ion  for l icense .  

.:: 1: ;; . .- 

t he  duty  a£ the appS2Cant t o  w e s e n t  the aotfnn of the C i t y  Manage- 
t o  t h e  Director of Finance of .the..Ci;hy &.: Mearlu3irke,::dexas, and 
upon thci:.payment of :We.,pope~-;aicensa-dee;:.:as;..p~wided for here- 
i n ,  the %rec to r  of P.Wance . ~ h ~ l i ; L ? ~ ~ ~ i ~ L ~ . ! i ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ i : h e  proper  
l i c e n s e  permit  on a 'form7 t o  .be .prescribed: w.:.&e Direc tor  of  ... 
Finan&. :'.Zach such. lkcense  s o  granted and i ssued  s h a l l  e x p i r e  et 
midnigh+.a% the 31st  day of December nex t  following t h e  date of 
issuance of same. 

Sect ion 5 .   unction^, Powers and Duties .  

The. funct ions,  powers and d u t i e s  of the P o l i c e  Department shall 
inclu$e, among o the r s ,  t h e  following: 

A. To i n v e s t i g a t e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for  f i t n e s s  of a l l  a p p l i -  

B. To i n v e s t i g a t e  and aid i n  t h e  prosecut ion  of a l l  vLo1etions 
of t h i s  Ordinance and cooperate i n  t h e  prosecut ion  of a l l  offondex& 
before any Court having j u r i s a i c t i o n  t o  hear the same: 

., . 
C ,  To f i n g e r p r i n t  a l l  appl icants ;  

... -- ... ,-..---. . ....-,.-w 

Sect ion 6. Bond Resu~ired, 

Before any l i c e n s e  shall be issued a s  provided i n  t h i s  Ordinance 
to any p r i v a t e  p a t r o l  o r  p a t r o l  system, t h e  appl icant  s h a l l  furnish 
t o  t h e  City of Mesquite a good and s u f f i c i e n t  bond o r  p u b l i c  11- 

. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .- 

. .  -. .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . : . . . . . . . .  .%!,; .:. ,,.: . ,. . . ,  ., . 
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I City Manager, and suf f ic ien t ly  conditioned t h a t  the holder of the 
-.. l icense s h a l l  w e l l  and t r u l y  pay t o  the C i t y  of Mesquite, f o r  t h e  C. I -1 ,- benefit  of every judgment c r e d i t o r  who has  been injured or whose 

,.;.. , >. property h a s  been damaged, o ther  than the  l icensee or his employees, 
: .;I through negligence on t h e  part: of t h e  l i censee  . in t h e  performance 

of h i s  du t i e s  as a special po l i ce  o f f i ce r .  The said  bond or publ ic  

. I  l i a b i l i t y  po l l cy  shal l  provide t h a t  each cause of a c t i o n . s h a l 1  sux- 
vive in case of death of t h e  i n j u r e d  perssn f o r  the benef i t  of t h e  

i beneficiary of such person and t h a t  such bond o r  pol icy s h a l l  be 
I subject t o  successive recoveries during t:he t i m e  such bond o r  I 

I policy may continue in  e f fec t ,  such bond o r  public l i a b i l i t y  fur-  
l t h e r  providing t h a t  no action s h a l l  be t h e r e 0 n . m  against  t he  
i surety or  su re t i ea  thereon u n t i l  m o r e  than khirwty.(30) days a f t e r  

' I  a f i n a l  judgment i n  favor of s a i d  judgment c r ed i to r  aga ins t  t he  ! 
principal ,  s a i d  judgment not pending on appeal o r  w r i t  of e r r o r  
and remaining unsatisfied. No ac t ion  f o r  indemnity aga ins t  Xoss 
provided by s a i d  bond or s a id  pub l i c  l i a b i l i t y  policy s h a l l  be < i '. " against t h e  su re t i e s  ,on s a i d  bond, or aga ins t  t he  surety ,  unless 
brought within two ( 2 )  years from the  d a t e  of  sa id  judgment. The 
said bond o r  public Liabi l i ty  po l i cy  s h a l l  be  executed by a sol-  ... 
vent surety company or insurance company, authorized t o  do business (- 

i n  the  S t a t e  of Texas. The bond provided f o r  i n  t h i s  Sect ion s h a l l  ! .s;. ., 
I" not be required of a specia l  p o l i c e  o f f i ce r  or a pr iva te  guard, - . . 

and sha l l  only  be required of a l l  p r iva te  p a t r o l s  o r  p a t r o l  

I systems. 

'I Section 7. License Fee. I n  order t o  defray a p a r t  Of t h e  

i expense necessary top rov ide  t h e  survei l lance,  supervision and in-  

: j spection of persons a s  required under the  terms of t h i s  Ordinance, 
there  is hereby fixed a l i cense  f e e  which s h a l l  be co l lec ted  from 

, ., 1 any person, f i r m  or corporation, p rov id ing . .p r~ tec t ion  fo r  two o r  ..-I more establishments, e i t he r  residence or business of TWENTY AND ...I NO/lOO ($20.00) DOLLARS per annum, and from each spec ia l  po l ice  I 

off ice r  so engaged shall  be co l l ec t ed  a l i cense  fee  of TEN AND 1 . . . . . . . .  . . .  --- .... - N0/100 ($10.00) DOLLARS per  annum. A l l  l i c enses  issued under t h i s  
'Ordinance 'shall expire on Dece&er 31 o f  khe year of isSue. I f  =; 
application i s  granted during t h e  calendar year, the  f ee  a h a l l  be 

. I  paid pro r a t a  f o r  the balance of t h e  cuxxent year, provided, how- 

. ; ever, tha t  i n  no event s h a l l  more .than one-ha l f  ( l /2 )  of t h e  
, , annual l i cense  fee be pro ra ted.  I n  no event  s h a l l  t h e r e  be any 

seflrnda of l icense  fees paid under t h i s  Ordinance. The f e e  ahax& "-1 be paid to  t h e  ni rector  of Finance of the  C i t y  of Mesquite, who 
:* I ehal l  i s s u e  a receipt therefor on a form prepaxed by him fox t h a t  

purpoae. 
. . . . . . . . .  -.. ............ ........... . . . . . . .  "t . . 

--. -.-+ - --. -.- --.-.. 

Section 8. It shall  be the duty  of a l l  pers0r.s l icensed unaer 
&is Ordinance to :  .................. 
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A. Report and d e l i v e r  t o  t h e  Chief of Pol ice  d a i l y  a l l  arrests 
made by t h e i r  employees i n  wri t ing;  

B. Obey orders  of the Chief of Police i n  an emergency; . : . .$ . . ...: 

C. When allowed t o  ca r ry  arms t o  only do s o  when on duty at 
the  premises o r  distr ict  guarded; 

D. When on p a t r o l  or guard t o  wear proper uniforms, s a i d  unL- 
forms of sa id  spec ia l  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  be iden t i ca l ,  but s h a l l  
be of a d i f f e r e n t  color  than those  worn by t h e  Police Department 
of the  City a% Mesquite and must be  approved by t h e  Chief of P o l i c e .  

.*a 
Badges and cap pieces  must be of a design approved by the  Chief of -,. '. 

<?. ..: 
Police of the  Ci ty  of Mesquite. :., , . . 

..:. . . 

Each guard o r  patrolman s h a l l  wear a shoulder w t c h  on the l e f t  
sleeve, bearing t h e  name of t h e  p a t r o l  t o  which he  belongs. 

Section 9. It is t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t he  Ci ty  Council t h a t  each 
separate section, subsection, clause,  phrase, sentence and word of 
t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed independent of every o ther  sec t ion ,  
clause, phrase, sentence and word hereof, and it is  t h e  f u r t h e r  
in ten t ion  of t he  Council *at i f  any of the  sect ions ,  subsections,  
clauses, phrases, sentences and words s h a l l  be declared inva l id ,  
a l l  other sections,  c lauses ,  phrases, sentences and words s h a l l  
remain va l id  and enforceable. 

Section 10. Any person, f i r m  o r  corporation v io l a t i ng  any of 
the  provisions of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed g u i l t y  of a m i s -  
demeanox and upon conviction i n  Corporation Court s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  
t o  a f i n e  not t o  exceed Two Hundred ($200.00) Dol lars  f o r  each 
offense. 

Section 11. Whereas, t he  Ordinance regulat ing,  supervis ion 
and controll ing s p e c i a l  po l i ce  ofEicers,  p r iva t e  p a t r o l s  ox p a t r o l  
systems is inadequate, c r e a t e s  an urgency and an emergency fox the 

----.dinmediate preservat ion of khe publ ic  peace, hea l th  and safety ,  -.--- 
requiring that t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  become e f f ec t ive  immediately 
from and a f t e s  its passage, and it i s  accordlngEy so ordained. 

DULY PASSED BY THE CSTY CQUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MESQmTE, TE%AS. 
t h i s  the 16th day of Ju ly ,  1962. 
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