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AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS,PROVIDING FOR 
THE REGULATION OF HELICOPTERS AND HELIPORTS w I r n I N  THE - .  

C I T Y  OF MESQUITE; D E F I N I N G  TERMS; REQUIRING THAT EACH 
HELICOPTER ~ A V E  AN AIR WORTHINESS CERTIFICATE ~ f m  EACH PERSON 
FLYING SUCH HELICOPTER HAVE A V A L I P  A I W N ' S  CERTIFICATE;,  REB- 
ULATING THE LANDING AND TAKE OFF OF HELICOPTERS: REQUIRING 
THAT ALL APPLICABLE SAFETY RULES AND REGULATIONS BE FOLLOWD 
BY TNE HELICOPTER OPERATOR WHILE I N  FLIGHT: ALLOWING H E L I - .  
COPTERS TO LAND ONLY AT APPROVED HELIPORTS; PROVIDING HEIGHT 
REGULATIONS; REGUL?iTIZJG THE LOCATION OF HELIPORTS AS TO OB- 
STRUCTIONS AM3 APPROACH PATHS; REQUIRING THAT THE IANDING AREA 
BE ENCLC5ED WITHIN A FENCE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLA- 
TION OF T H I S  ORDINANCE BY F I N E  NOT T O  EXCEED THE SUM OF $200.00 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; PROVLDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

BE I T  ORDAINED BY TI= 

SECTION 1. The f o l l o  
have *he following meanings: 

(A) The t e r m  "hel icopter"  s h a l l  mean'any ro to  c r a f t  which 
depends pr inc ipa l ly  for  i ts support and motion upon the  lift 
by one o r  more power-driven r o t o r s  ro ta t ing  on subs tan t ia l ly  v e r t i c a l  

. .-.(B) The t e r m  "he l ipor t "  s h a l l  mean any area or  s t r u c t u r a l  sur face  
which is used o r  intended t o  be used f o r  the  landing and take off of  
hel icopters  and any adjacent  a r e a s  or buildings used o r  intended t o  be 
used f o t  he l ipor t  buildings and he l ipor t  facilities. 

(C) The t e r m  "flying" s h a l l  mean the v e r t i c a l  or hor izontal  mo- 
t i o n o f  a hel icopter  other t h a n  the  immediate landing o r  t ake  off from 
an established hel ipor t .  

SECTION 2 .  It s h a l l  be unlawful t o  operate a he l icopte r  within 
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(A) Unless there  is  an outstanding a i r  worthiness c e r t i f i c a t e  
for  each helicopter  issued by the Federal Aviation Agency of the  ~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

United S ta tes  of America; o r  

(B)  Unless there  is an outstanding va l id  airman's c e r t i f i c a t e  
fo r  each person f ly ing  such he l icopte r  issued by the  Federal A v i a -  
t i o n  Agency; pr 

~ . .~ , ~ .  . , ... :"'(C) Unless the  operation and f l i g h t  of t he  hel icopter  within 
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t h e  corporate limits of t he  City of Mesquite is i n  conformance with 
a l l  applicable r u l e s  and regulat ions  of t he  Federal Aviation Agency 
and the Civ i l  Aeronautics Board; o r  

(D) To or from any property other  than a he l ipo r t  approved by 
t h e  governing body of t he  Ci ty  of Mesquite: providing, however, t h e  
landing and take off of hel icopters  at  places other than approved h e l i -  
p o r t s  may be authorized by obtaining wri t ten permission from t h e  Ci ty  
Manager, where no Federal  ox loca l  sa fe ty  regulat ions a r e  v io l a t ed  and 
where the owner o r  person i n  charge of the area  t o  be used g ives  h i s  
wri t ten  consent t o  such use; o r  

(E) Except when taking off o r  landing a t  a duly author ized p lace  
t o  f l y  a t  a height of less than One Thousand (1.000) f e e t  above t h e  
ground level .  

... I /  SECTION 3. I n  t h e  granting OE temporary permits by t h e  C i ty  
. Manager a s  authorized i n  Section 2 (D) , the tollowing s t a n d a r d s  sh,a.~l bb. ..,.. 

controll ing:  
. . . . . . .  -. 

(A) Approach a reas  t o  and from the landing area s h a l l  Be reason- 
ably  c lear  of obst ruct ion,  which obst ruct ions  should not  extend above 
an imaginary l i n e  outward from the landing area a t  an angle o£ seven 
t o  one f ee t ,  or one foot of height allowable f o r  each seven E e e t  of 
d is tance from t h e  landing area. 
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(B) There must be an undeveloped path of approach and t a k e  off  
from the taking a r e a  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a forced landing i n  t h e  event  of 

; power fa i lure .  
I 

i (C) That t h e  landing a rea  s h a l l  be su f f i c i en t ly  fenced o r  pro- 
t e c t e d  t o  prevent t h e  p a l i c  from having access t o  such landing a rea  
during landing o r  t ake  off  operations. 

SECTION 4. That t h e  landing area for  a l l  he l ipor t s ,  e i t h e r  per- 
manent o r  temporary, s h a l l  be fenced i n  such a manner as t o  keep the  
publ ic  f r e e  of t h e  landing area, and the operator s h a l l  be obl igated - 

t o  maintain rj.gid con t ro l  of the  same so a s  t o  prevent persons ......... -.- -, 
coming upon the landing a rea  during operations. 

4 SECTION 5. That any person, f i r m  o r  corporation v i o l a t i n g  ally 
05 t h e  provisions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be gu i l t y  of a misdemeanor and. .,. unon conviction, s h a l l  be f ined not t o  exceed the  sum Of Two Hundred ... ' ! .~~,".. 

... 
?:I ~ b l l a r s  ($200.00) for  each offense, and each and every day s a i d  viola-  

t i o n  continues . . . . . . . . .  s h a l l  cons t i t u t e  a separate. 0ffen.s~.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .,., . 
. . . . .  . . , .:.* . - "  
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SECTION 6. Tha t  i f  any provision, sect ion or pa r t  of t h i s  . ... % 

. ----.ordinance sha l l .  be declared invalid o r  unconstitutional,  t h e  same s h a l l  ...... 

not  a f f ec t  any o ther  por t ion thereof, and a l l  other por t ions  s h a l l  remain a v a l i d  and be in tneffect; and unaffected by khe invalid porkion. 
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DULY PASSED BY THE GOVERNING BODY of the C i t y  of MesquAte, Texas. 
on the 4th day of June, 1962. 

B. W. Cruce, Jr. 
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Published 6-7-62 
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