
ORDINANCE NO. 404 . . . .. - .- . -. ..-l r-cur.r- 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS AMENDING CHAPTER 
5 OF THE MESQUITE CODE OF 1960 BY ADDING THETHERETO A NEW ARTI- 
CLE TO BE NUMBERED AS ARTICU I V  PROVIDING FOR THE .CONSTRUC- 
TION OF NUCLEAR FALLOUT SHELTERS AND ESTABLISHING REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION THEREOF; PROVIDING THAT TED3 
BUILDING CODE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE AND ALL OTHER ORDI- 
NANCES OF THE CLTY OF MESQUITE EXCEPT AS AMENDED HEREIN 
SHALL REMAIN I N  FULL FORCE AND EFFECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENLT. 

Section 1. That Chapter 5, of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite Code of 
1960 be and the same i s  hereby amended by adding t h e r e t o  a new 
a r t i c l e  known as  A r t i c l e  IV,  which s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  read as 
follows : 

Ar t i c l e  IV: Nuclear Fa l lou t  She l t e r s .  

Section 5-36. Construction: Nuclear f a l l o u t  s h e l t e r s  s h a l l  
comply with t h e  m~nimum standards  set f o r t h  by t h e  Office of ' 

C i v i l  and Defense Mobil izat ion i n  pub l i ca t ions  designated MP- 
15, dated June, 1959, r ep r in t ed  November, 1960, and MP-18, 
dated February, 1960, and publ ica t ion  designated MP-10 - 2 
e n t i t l e d  "Guide £or Arch i t ec t s  and Engineers", dated May, 
1960, such publ ica t ions  are a t tached  he re to  and made a p a s t  
hereof, the same a s  if copied i n  f u l l  herein .  

Section 5-37. Location on Propergvr When t h e  e n t i r e  
s t ruc ture  i s  below grade and covered with a minimum of 24 
inches of s o i l  above the s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f ,  and the 24 inches  
of s o i l  is nor above the sur face  of the adjacen t  ground leve l ,  
the shel ter  may be constructed without regard t o  t h e  normal 
s i d e  yard and rear yard setback requirements of t h e  Compre- 
hensive Zoning Ordinance. When any po r t i on  of t h e  s t ruc tu re ,  
including any mounding of e a r t h  or s o i l ,  i s  above the sur- 
face  of the adjacent  ground Level, the s t ruc tuxe  s h a l l  be 
t r ea t ed  as an accessory bui lding o r  a detached s t r u c t u r e  and 
s h a l l  be subject  t o  a11 of t h e  regula t ions  contained i n  t h e  
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. 

..~. . .- -. - .. - . .. -..--.-- -.---- 
Group or community s h e l t e r s ,  o ther  than those loca ted  on 

pr iva te  property, must have t h e  approval of the City  Council 
of the  City of Mesquite. 

Section 5-38. Desisn: FamiLy or group s h e l t e r s  m a y  be 
of masonry, reinforced concrete, steel, p l a s t l e  o r  o the r  
approved materials. X n  addi t ion t o  the dead load composed of ' 
ea r th  and concrete i n  amounts s u f f i c i e n t  t o  give minimum pro- 
teetian, the s t r u c f w e  aha11 be q3esigned to e a s y  a l i v e  load 
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The following t a b l e  shows in  inches, mater ia ls  s u £ f i c i a n t  
t o  give a r a d i a t i o n  reduct ion f a c t o r  of one t o  one thousand: 

Concrete (Inches) Earth ( ~ n c h e s )  

0 p l u s  27 

~ e c t i b n  5-39. Area Requirements: A minimum of 12 square 
! f e e t  s h a l l  be allowed f o r  each person. T h i s  w i l l  a l low two % 

3-1 
(2) square feet f o r  s to rage  of supplies per- person. 

Section 5-40. S t a i r s  and Exita:  Single family s h e l t e r s  
a r e  required t o  have on ly  one means of access which may be 
entered from wi th in  t h e  main dwelling if coilstxucted as a n  
addi t ion t o  the main dwelling or from the  outs ide  of t h e  
~ h e l t e r  i f  t r e a t e d  a s  an accessory s t ruc ture .  Care should 
'oe taken i n  t h e  placement of the entrance so  t h a t  it w i l l  not 
be blocked by Call ing deb r i s  from other s t ruc tures .  

S t a i r s  and exits  f o r  community s h e l t e r s  must meet a l l  
e x i t  requirements of municipal and s t a t e  f i r e  codes f o r  
t h e i r  normal u s e . - o ~ ~ - + n ~  

The placement of t h e  s t a i r  way s h a f t  ox entrance way f o r  
s ing l e  family o r  community s h e l t e r s  is c r i t i c a l  and a t  least 
one 90 degree t u r n  must be made i n  t h e  stairway s h a f t  o r  
entrance way before  an en t rance  is made i n t o  t h e  main 
s h e l t e r .  

_S_astion. Water ~ r o o f i n q :  The r0Qfs and f l o o r  slabs of 
a l l  above gaound s h e l t e r s  s h a l l  be  waterproofed and t h e  roof ,  
walls and floors s l a b s  of a l l  underground s h e l t e r s  s h a l l  be . 
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waterproofed using e i ther  a p l a s t i c  membrane, rnppped on 
asphaltum or an in tegra l  mix waterproofing. 

Section 5-42. Ventilation: Ventilation for s ing l e  family 
and community she l te r s  sha l l  be provided for on a basis of 
5.0 cubic f e e t  of fresh air per minute for  each person. A 
manually operated or a mechanical venti lat ing system sha l l  
have i ts  power source separate from t h e  municipal system and 
must meet a l l  requirements of local  g i r e  and e l e c t r i c a l  
codes. I f  no mechanical vent i la t ion is provided, a n e t  volume 
of 500 cubic f e e t  per person may be used for estimating shel- 
t e r  capacity. Recommendations from t h e  U. S. Government 
Office of C iv i l  and Defense Mobilization shall  be followed i n  
the location and design of the  a i r  in take and a i r  exhaust 
outlet .  

For home s h e l t e r s  with manually (operated blowers, a simple 
hooded intake i s  suff ic ient .  Commercial f i l t e r s  s h a l l  be 
used i n  all s h e l t e r s  with high veloci ty  mechanical air  intake 
systems. Both intake and exhaust pipes shal l  have a minimum 
inside diameter o£ 3 inches and s h a l l  be of galvanized s t e e l  
pipe or  corrosion r e s i s t an t  material.  

Section 5-43. Sanitation and Plater Supply: In  family t-ype 
shel tes  no specia l  sani ta t ion f a c i l i t i e s  are required, but 
closed containers s h a l l  be provided f o r  disposal of waste 
matter. In group o r  community she l te r s ,  suitable chemical 
t o i l e t s  may be used, subject t o  the  approval of t he  City of 
Mesquite. Where C i ty  water and/or City sewer connections a r e  
desired, a l l  applications m u s t  be approved by the Ci ty  of 
Mesquite and meet a l l  requirements of the  Mesquite Plumbing Code. 

Storage fo r  f r e sh  water withinthe shel ter  sha l l  be available 
on a bas i s  of one gallon a day f o r  each person. 

Section 5-44. Use: Nuclear f a l l o u t  shelters s h a l l  not be 
used f o r  dwelling purposes except during a National Emergency 
or a natural  d i s a s t e r .  

- -. ...  ---- ... -.----*-- . . . - . . .  . . .  .. . 

Section 5 -45. Inspections : Upon presentation of proper 
credentials ,  the  Director of Defense or  h i s  'authorized repre- 
senta t ive  s h a l l  have the r i gh t  during reasonable hours t o  
enter  any building structures, o r  premises i n  the Ci ty  of 
Mesquite f o r  t he  purpose of lnspecting any c iv i l  defense 
she l te r  erected, constructed or maintained under t h e  provisions 
of t h i s  ordinance. 

. .. -*---.---* .-... ------ --. 
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Section 2. That the Building Code of the  Ci ty  of Mesquite and . 
a l l  o ther  ordinancesof the C i t y  of Mesquite except a s  amended 
herein shaLl remain in f u l l  force and e f f e c t .  

sec t ion  3. The f a c t  t ha t  there  is a danger of nuclear f a l l o u t  
and there  are  no adequate regulations governing the  construction 
of nuclear fa laout  she l te r s  during a National Emergency c rea t e s  an 
urgency and emergency i n  the preservation of the  publ ic  peace, 
health, safety and general welfare and requi res  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance 
s h a l l  take e f f ec t  immediately from and after i ts  passage, a s  t he  
law and Charter i n  such cases provide. 

PASSED AN7J ADOPTED t h i s  the 16th day of October, 1961. 

@.h. 
'B. W. Cruce, J r . u  

Mayor 


