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AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, MAKING 
I T  UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON, F I R M  OR CORPORATION T O  PERMIT 
WEEDS, BRUSIi OR ANY OBJECTLONABU OR UNSIGHTLY MATTER, T O  
GROW TO EIEIGHT GREATER THAN, TWELVE (12 ") INCHES W I T H I N  
ONE HUNDRED F I F T Y  F E E T  (150) OF ANY PROPERTY. LINE; BBOEIIBfTING 
THE GROWTH O F  CULTIVATED CROPS WITHXN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY O F ,  
ANY. PUBLIC STREET OR EASEMENT; MAKING IT  THE DUTY O F  ANY PER-  
SON TO CUT AND REMOVE ALL SUCH WEEDS, E T  CETERA; PROVIDING,  
TKiT THE CUTTING AND REMOVINB OF TkIE WEEDS, E T  CETE'ERA EVERY 
V I R T Y  (30) DAYS CONSTITUTE C O M P L W C E  WITH T H I S  ORDINANCE: 
PROVIDING FOR NOTICES WQ OWMERS OR OTHER PERSONS VIOLATING 
THE TERMS OF THIS  ORDINANCE; AUTEIORIZING THE C I T Y  T O  CUT 
SUCH WEEDS, E T  CETERA, AND CHARGE TNE COSTS TO THE OWl@XS 
OF THE PROPERTY; MAKING THE CHARGES FOR THE CUTTING OF THE 
WEEDS, ET CETERA, A L I E N  AGAINST THZ PROPERTY UPON F I L I N G  
A STATEMENT WITH ME ., COUNTY CLXRK OF D A U A S  COWSl!Y, TEXAS; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; MAICING AND PROVIDING F O R  A PENALTY 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ($200.00) DOLIARS FOR EACH OFFENSE 
AM) BECIARING AN EMERGENCY. 

BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE CITYCF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

Section 1. Hereafter it s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person, Sxm 
or  corporation owning, claiming, occupying o r  having superv is ion  o r  
control of any r e a l  property, occupied or unoccupied wi th in  t h e  
corporate limits of the City of Mesguite, t o  permit weeds, brush o r  
any objectionable or unsight ly  matter t o  grow t o  a greater he igh t  
than twelve (12)  inches upon any such r e a l  proper ty  wi th in  one 
hundred f i f t y  a501  f e e t  of any property Line. It s h a l l  be the duty 
of such person, f i r m  o r  corporation t o  keep the a rea  from t h e  l i n e  of 
h i s  property t o  t h e  c w b  l i n e  next ad jacen t  t o  it, i f  Were be a 
curb l ine,  and if not, then within t e n  (10) f e e t  ou t s ide  t h a t  p roper ty  
line, f r e e  and clear  of the matter r e f e r r e d  t o  above. All vege ta t ion  
not regularly cul t ivated and which exceeds twelve (12) inches i n  
height s h a l l  be presumed t o  be objectionable and unsightly,  excepk t h a t  
r e g u l ~ l y  cul t ivated crops s h a l l  not be allowed t o  g r o w  w i t h i n  the 
right-0s-way sf any publ ic  s t r e e t  o r  easement but s h a l l  be kep t  momd ---...-- 
the  same as  provided above. . ,  . 

Section 2. I t  s h a l l  be t he  duty of any person, f ixm o r  corpora- 
t ion  owning, claiming, occupying or having supervis ion o r  c o n t r o l  of 
any real  property, as provided i n  Sect ion 3 hereof, t o  c u t  and remove 
all such weeds, brush and other o b j e e i ~ n a b l e  or unsigh+Xy ma t t e r  as 
Often as  may be necessary t o  comply w i t h  Sec t ion  l hereof ;  providecl 
t h a t  the removing and cu t t i ng  same a t  l e a s t  once i n  every t h i r t y  
(30) days s h a l l  be deemed a compliance w i t h  t h i s  ordinance and t o  
use every precaution t o  prevent the  same growing on such premises so  
as t o  become a nuisance a s  herein defined. 



y:,: 

Section 3. In the  event t h a t  any person, firm or corporation &... . 

gwning, claiming, occupying or  having supervision o r  control of any 
k: 

r ea l  property occupied or unoccupied within the  ooaporate l i m i t s  of w e  E "  
City of Mesquite, f a i l s  t o  comply with the provisions of Sections 1 and I: 

I .. 
2 hereof, it sha l l  be the duty of the Fire Chief t o  give . ten (LO)daysl ! ' .  
notice in writing t o  such person, f i r m  or corppEation, violating t h e  cerms 1 .  
of this ordinance, o r  by l e t t e r  addressed t o  such person, firm or corpora- 
tion, a t  i t s  post off ice address ox by publication two (2) times w i t h m  
ten  (10) consecutive days in the Ci ty ' s  o f f i c i a l  newspaper. If such per- 
son, f i m  or  corporation $ai ls  o r  refuses t o  cornply w i t h  the provisions 
of Sections L and 2 hereof within t e n  (la) days a f t e r  date of notification 
i n  writing o r  by l e t t e r  or  date of second pubmication of notice in the 
City 's  o f f i c i a l  newspaper, We City may go upon such property and do ox 
cause t o  be done the work necessary t o  obtain compliance with *.is 
ordinance. 

1 

, / Section 4. The expense incurred pursuant t o  Section 3 above in 
correcting the  oondition of such property, and the  cost of publishing 

j notice in the  newspaper sha l l  be paid by the City and charged t o  the  . 
4 owner of such property, In the event the owner fahls  or refuses t o  pay 

such expense within t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  the  first day of the  month 

; 1 following the  one in which the work was done, the  City shall  f i l e  with 
i the County Clerk of Dallas County a statement of the expenses incurred Ln ,- 

correcting the  condition on the property. When such statement i s  filed, i .  
.:<: 1 the City sha l l  have a privileged l i e n  on such p r o p r t y ,  second only t o  g tax l i ens  and l iens f o r  s t r ee t  imp~ovements,.to securd the payment of 

the amount so expended. Such amaunt $hall bear in te res t  a t  t h e  ra te  of -e 

.*. t e a  pescqnt per annum fromthe date the  City incurs the  expense. For any 
such expenditures and interest ,  s u i t  may be ins t i tu ted  and recovery and 
forecloswe had by t h e  City. The statement of expense f i led  w i t h  the 
County Clerk o r  a ce r t i f i ed  copy thereof sha l l  be prima facie proof of the 

! 
amount expended i n  such work; improvement o r  correction of the property, 

i a l l  as more parfiicularly specified i n  A r t .  4436. Vernon's Annotated Texas 
Civi l  Statutes,  which i s  hereby adopted. ..::I 

. I  
'. 1 Section 5. Any person, f i r m  o r  corporation v a a t i n g  any of the 

provisions of t h i s  ordinance, sha l l  be subject t o  a fine, upon convfction 
>", - ' 1 

in t h e  Corporation Court, of no$ more than Two Hundred ($200.00) Dollars, ::.I and each and every day that the premises shal l  remain i n  a condition'in 
violat ion of the  terms of t h i s  oedinance shal l  constitute a separate- ..-_- 

3 .  ofgense. This section shal l  be in addition t o  and nuoubative of the pro- 
d visions f o r  t.he,abatement ~f the  sa id  nuisance and charging the cost of . .., 

74 
same against the  owner of the premises by the  City. 

-- +& 
I 

-4 Section 6. ShouLa any word. phrase, sentence, clause or paragraph G24 ...... .,. 

. I  or section o f  t h i s  Oxdhance be declared or held t o  be i l legal  or un- 1.. . ~:ATL? 
2?,..,,uu. 

. :  const i tut ional  the  same shal l  not a f fec t  the  xen~aining words, phrases. 
sentences, clause, paragraph or  sect ion of a i s  ordinance which ahall . . . .  
remain i n  f u l l  force and effect.  . . 
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