
ORDINANCE NO. 337 

""m OORDINANCE OF TIXE CITY OF MESQUXTE, TEXAS; CALLWG A SlZECPRL 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON T m  3RD DAY OF DECEMBER, 1960, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO TIiE QUALIFIED VGT23RS CERTAIN AMENDMENTS 
TO THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE CIW OF MESQUITE, DESIGNATING 
THE POLLING PLACES AND HOURS OF VOTING, APPOINTING ELECTION 
JUDGES- AM) MAKING THIS ORDINANCE NOTICE OF SATD ELECTION. ' - 

WHEREAS, on t he  10th  day of October, 1960, t h e  Ci ty  
Council passed a reso lu t ion  of in tent ion t o  pass  an ordinance 
on the 2nd day o£ November, 1960, ca l l ing  a s p e c i a l  eleckion 
f o r  We purpose of amending the Home Rule Charter of  the City 
of Mesquite, Texas. NOW, THEREFORE, 

SECTION 1. That i n  accordance with We provis ions  of 
Ar t i c l e  1170 of Vernon's Revised C iv i l  Sta tutes  of t h e  Skate of 
Texas, a special e l ec t ion  is  hereby cal led t o  be he ld  i n  the 
Ci ty  of Mesquite, Texas, on the 3rd day of December, 1960, f o r  
khe puxpose of submitting t o  t he  qual i f ied vo te rs  o E  the City 
ce r t a in  amendments t o  t h e  Home Rule Charter of t h e  Ci ty  of 
Mesquite. 

SECTION 2. The s a i d  amendments t o  the Home Rule Charter 
t o  be submitted t o  the  qual i f ied voters are  a s  follows: 

Amendment No. 1 

That Art ic le  I V ,  Section 1, of the Charter shall read a s  
follows: . . 

"Section l - Governing Body. 

"The governing and lawmaking body of the  Ciky oof 
Mesquite s h h l l  consis t  of s ix  (61 Coun&iZmen and 
the  Mayor, and sa id  body shall. be known as me 
'City Council of t h e  City of Mesquite."' 

.- - That Art ic le  IV,  Section 2, of We Charter shall  read a s  
f oJ,lows : 

"Section 2 - Elect ive  Officers. 

"The inembers o£ the City Council of the Ci ty  of Mesquite, 
which includes t he  six Councilmen and the  Mayor, shall 
be the only e l ec t ive  off i c e s  of t he  City, and .they s h a l l  
be elected and hold of f ice  and be eompehsated as herein  

.......... . provided. Sa id  Councihen and Mayor s h a l l  be e l ec t ed  
from the City' a t  large .  " ', 

. .... 
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That Article SV, Section 4, of the Charter sha l l  read a 

"Section 4 - Candidates: To Run for  Places. 

"Candidates f o r  the City Council sha l l  run ar Place No. 1, Place 
NO. 2, Place No. 3, Place NO. 4, Place No. 5 and Place No. 6, or  for 
Mayor, as the case may be, and sha l l  be voted on and elected accordingly 
by a e  majority votes of the qual if ied voters of the  c i t y  a t  large." 

That.3rticle IV, Section 17, of the Chartex s h a l l  read as follows: 

.I "Section 17 - Legislative Procedure. 

''A majority of the City Council s h a l l  const i tu te  a quarum t o  
do business, and the  affirmative vote of a t  l e a s t  four of those attending 
any meeting a t  which there is a quorum present s h a l l  be necessary t o  adopt 

I 

/1 any ordinance o r  resolution. A l l  meetings of the City Council sha l l  be 

I 
public, and minutes of a l l  proceedings sha l l  be kept, t o  &ich any c i t i z e n  
may have access a t  a l l  reasonable times and which sha l l  const i tu te  one 

1 o£ the axchives of the City. The vote upon the passage oE a l l  ordinances 
and resolutions sha l l  be taken by the 'ayes' and *nayse and entexed upon 
the  minutes, and every ordinance or  resolution, upon i ts  f i n a l  passage, 
shal l  be recorded i n  a book kept fox tha t  purpose and sha l l  be auehenti- c;n 

1 cated by the signature of +he presiding off icer  and the person perfoxm- , 

-4 ing the duties of City Secret:,ry." Ilbr; - 
The Charter sha l l  be amended by adding t o  Ar t i c le  I V  an addLtiona1 

Section known a s  Section 4 ( a ) ,  which section s h a l l  read a s  follows: 

"(a) tOhe City shall, by ordinance, be divided i n t o  four 
(4) dis t r ic ts ,  known as District No. 2, D i s t r i c t  No.  2, DistrSct No. 3, 
and District  No. 4. on or  before Bne Hundred Twenty (120) days before 
any Council election held hereafter, the Governing Body sha l l ,  by 
ordinance, divide the  City into four (4) d i s t r i c t s  equally apportioned 
as t o  inhabitants, and periodically thereafter, a s  the necessity s h a l l  
ar ise,  and a t  l e a s t  one hundred twenty (120) days before any Council 
election, the Governing Body sha l l  where necessary, by ordinance, a l t e r  
or  change the boundaries of such d i s t r i c t s  fo r  the purpose of preserving 
and maintaining the  egual apportionment of inhabitants in  each such - - 

dis t r i c t .  " .~~ .~ - .~ ~ ..-.----~ . . 

mere shall be added t o  Art icle  PV an additional section, known as 
Section 4(b), which shal l  read as follows: 

"(b) No person shal l  be e l ig ib le  a s  a candidate fo r  Member 
of the Council i n  Place No. 1, Place NO. 2, Place NO. 3 or Place No. 4, 
unless he has been, f o r  a period of one hundred twenty (120) days p r i s a & L -  
t o  any Council electLon, and is att the  time of such e lec t ion a bona 
fSde resident of Dis t r i c t  No. 1, Dis t r i c t  No, 2, DistsLct No. 3 or - - - -- --.. ---.------- No. 4, reapeetively. 

"A candidate fox Place No. 5, Place No. 6, or  fox Mayor may 
r-ide in any portion of the  City. " 

-c, . ._,+... . . .- . . . . . . . . rrp . . ...,.. 4 U . T  - , - 2-e" ~.?z*.?2?5. . . . ----- . . . .  . .. .-.- . , . . : ;r.~:v*z$.~~. . . .*& ' -. . :. * J ... .. . .. ...-. . . .,.,9. . 
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That Axficle I V ,  Sectfon 10, of the  Chaxker be amended to read as 
f 0 l l O W S  : , . . .... ............ .......... . . .  

~ ~ ,.. ~. . ~ .. ,,< , __.._ ,.-. ....... . . ..... . . r . .  .: -r.-.;-c. ..:.:%* -. 
"Section 1 0  - Vacancies. 

" (a )  In ehe event of a vacancy exis t ing  i n  the o f f i ce  of 
Mayor or Councilman, from any cause whatsoever, t h e  remaining members 
of the City Council s h a l l  by a majority vote therefor ,  at a regular 
meeting, e l ec t  a m e m b e r  o r  members t o  fill the vacancy or vacancies 
thus existing, and such menlber or  members so elected'  by m e  C i ty  
Council sha l l  serve in such position f o r  a e  remainder of the unexpired 
texm thereof. 

"(b) Should any Councilman e lec ted  to Place No. 1, Place 
No. 2, Place No. 3 or  Place No. 4'move from t h e  boundaries of such 
dissrict during the  term of office Eox which such Councilman was elected, 
such removal s h a l l  c rea te  a vacancy of that place on t h e  Council. 

" f c )  When the of f ice  of Mayor or  Councilman sha l l  be for  a 
t e p  exceeding two years, a l l  vacancies of o f f i ce  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by a 
majority vote of the gual i f ied  votefs a t  a specia l  e l  
such purpose within one hundred twenty (120) days a f t  
vacancies occur. 

" (d) Any member or members s o  elecged by the Council t o  fill 
vacancy or  vacancies existing i n  Place No. 1, Place No, 2, Place No. 3 
or Place No. 4 must f u l f i l l  a l l  of the residency requfrements provided 
fo r  i n '  this Charter. " 

YES NO 

Amendment No. 2 

That Ar t i c l e  XV, Section 9, of the Charter sha l l  be amended t o  read 
as follows: 

"Section 9 - Term of Office. 

"The term of off ice  of Mayor and CounciSman s h a l l  be  
for  a period of four (4) years." 

. . . . .  . . .  ....... - .- . . - -. -- -- . . .  YES NO ..~ 

Amendment No. 3 

The Charter sha l l  be amended by adding t o  ARtisle IV an addit ional  
section t o  be known as Section 9(a), which sect ion s h a l l  read as fo1lowsr 

. . . .  ~ . .  . 
............................... . ~ . . .  .~ . . . . . .  ~. --- 

. . . .  ~~. , . .  .~ ... . . . .  ~ .....-.. ~~. ......... -- 



"(a) Pr ior  t o  the next gene ra l  municipal e lec t ion ,  
':We C i t y  CouncLl sha l l ,  by ordinance, provide fo r  sfaggered terms of L 

of f i ce  of Mayor and Councilmen and shall determine which Places s h a l l  I- serve for t h e  shor t  tem and which Places s h a l l  serve f o r  We long term." 4 
Amendment No. 4 

Xhat A r t i c l e  IV .  Sect ion 18, of t h e  Charter  be amended t o  read as 
follows : 

' ' "Section 18 - Ordinances, Enactment of. 

I 
I 

"Each proposed ordinance or reso lu t ion  s h a l l  be introduced 
i n  wr i t t en  ox printed form and shall. not contain  more than one sub jec t  
which s h a l l  be c l ea r ly  expressed in  the t i t l e ,  except  ordinances o r  1 reso lu t ions  making appropr ia t ions  or author iz ing the contracting of 
indebtedness o r  issuance of bonds or o t h e r  evidence of indebtedness. 

*,. A11 ordinances, resolut ions  or orders  may be passed at any regulak 
meeting, o r  may be passed a t  any spec i a l  or cal led meeting, ca l l ed  f o r  
t h a t  purpose. " 

'i .. j 
, - YES NO 

Amendment No, 5 
?$+. --'I 

That A r t i c l e  V, Sec t ion  2, of the Charter  be amended t o  read as 
f 0 l l 0 w s :  

"Section 2 - Tax Levies. 

"(a) The City Council s h a l l  have khe power and it i s  hereby 
authorized and made i ts  duty t o  levy annually f o r  general purposes and 
f o r  the purpose of paying i n t e r e s t  and providing the sinking fund on the 
bonded indeb.t;edness of the C i t y  of Mesquite now i n  ex is tence  o r  which 
may hereaf ter  be created an ad valorem tax on a l l  real, personal ox 
mixed proper ty  within the t e r r i t o r i a l  I i m i t s  06 s a i d  Ciw, and upon 
a l l  f ranchises  granted by the Ci ty  to any individual  o r  corporation 
not  $0 exceed the const i tu t ionaf  l i m i t a t i o n  of Two B ~ $ l a s s  and F i f t y  
Cents ($2.50) on the  One Hundred Dollars (9l00.00) assessed valuat ion 
of s a i d  property. If for  any cause the C i t y  CounciX s h a l l  f a i l ,  neglect ,  
ox re fuse  t o  pass  a t a x  ordinance for any one yeax levying taxes for 
t h a t  year, then and i n  that event  the t a x  levying ordinance l a s t  passed 
s h a l l  and w i l l  be considered i n  force and e f f e c t  a s  &the t a x  levying 
ordinance f o r  t he  year fo r  which the C i t y  Council f a i l e d ,  neglected ox 
refused t o  pass  Such ordinance, and the f a i L w e  so to passsunh osdhance  
fo r  any year  s h a l l  i n  no w i s e  inva l ida te  the t a x  uo l l ec t ions  for that 
year. .... " .... .,,, ------.---..-.- ...................... .. . . . . . .  .-... -,.-- 

YES NO 
. . . .  --...-- . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  -..-...--- - 
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SECTION 3. Pol l ing Place No. l sha l l  be located a-t: F i r e  S t a t i o n  
No. l at 320 S. Galloway, and Polling Place No. 2 s h a l l  be loca ted  at  
F i r e  Sta t ion NO. 2, 4609 S~L-azen Drive, and s h a l l  be open from 7-00 
o'clock a.m. t o  7:00 o ' c lock  p.m. 'on the' day of the election.  A l l  quali-  
fied voters residing i n  Election Precinct  No. 224, No. 230, No, 231 and 
No. 245 s h a l l  vote a t  Pol l ing Place No. 1. A l l  qua l i f i ed  v o t e r s  res iding 
in Election Precinct No. 211. No. 213, No. 237 dnd No. 24L s h a l l  vote a t  
Polling Place' No. 2. " 

SECTION 4- m a t  Fred W i l l i a m s  be and he  is hereby appointed pre- 
siding judge of Po l1hg;P lace  No. 1, and that Isaac  Abernathy be and 
he i s  hereby appointed pres iding judge of Pol l ing Place No. 2, t o  con- 
duct  sa id  election,  and they s h a l l  appoint such o ther  judges and c le rks  
as may be necessary t o  ass'ist Wem i n  We holding of s a id  e lec t ion .  

SEmION 5. The Ci ty  Secretary is hereby ordered 'and d i r ec t ed  t o  I 
m a i l  a copy of t he  proposed amendments t o  each qua l i f i ed  voter  oB W e  
Ci ty  of Mesquite a s  appears from the  Tax Col lec tor ' s  r o l l s  for the  y e w  
ending January 1, 1960, s a i d  amendments t o  be  mailed t o  the s a i d  qua l i f i ed  
voteos at  l e a s t  t h i r t y  (30) days p r i o r  t o  W e  da te  of s a id  e lec t ion .  

SECTION 6. That this ordinance s h a l l  cons t i t u t e  the no t i ce  of sa id  
e l ec t ion  and s h a l l  be published in  a newspaper hs t h e  l a w  i n  such cases 
provides. ' 

SECTION 7. The s a i d  spec ia l  e l ec t ion  s h a l l  be he ld  i n  accordance 
with the Election Code of t h e  S t a t e  of Texas. 

SECTION 8. W H E W ,  it is  necessaxy t h a t  t h i s  o rdhance  be passed 
t h i r t y  (30) days p r i o r  t o  the '8ate of e l ec t ion  on De'cembex 3. 1960 
c rea tes  lur urgency and an emergency and i n  t h e  public'  h t e r k s t ,  comfort 
and general welfare of t h e  City of Mesquite requi res  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance 
s h a l l  take e f fec t  immediately from and a f t e r  i t s  passage, a s  We law 
i n  such cases provides. 

DULY PASSED by the  C i t y  Council of t he  Ci ty  of Mesquite, Texas on t h e  
. . .  . - l nc i  day of November, 1960. . . .  


